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Turkk was formerly publiſned 


in the Spaniſh Tongue, a Tract cal- 
led, the Hiſtory of Gu/man de Aifa- 
rache, the Humour of which took ſo 


wWoell in this Nation, that he and his Ro- 
gueries were ſeveral Times commit- 


ted to the Preſs. The Deſign of that 


Work was to repreſent one on whom 


either Nature, or a ſtrange Aſcendant 


of Mercury, tlie Thieving Planet, had 


beſtowed a Talent of Cheating and 
Circumvention, that he not only trick- 
ed all he dealt with, but became a 
Precedent or Pattern to all thofe who, 
out of Neceſſity or Inclination, have 
been obliged to live by their Shifts, or 


their Wits, as ſome call it. 
Ile preſent Story hath ſome Re- 
> bend and to chat ingenious Piece; or 


Cr 4 ] 
as much as it brings in a Woman, e en- 
gaged in as great Deſigns as her Pre- 
deceſſor Guſman, but with this Advan- 
tage, That the Weakneſs of her Sex 
obliges her to make Uſe of Men for 
the Proſecution of her Enterprizes 
They are both originally Spaniſh Re- 
lations, a Language we are obliged to 
for many Pieces of this Kind. | 
The Intrigues inſerted are not al- 
together imaginary, but ſuch as really 
happened in ſome eminent Cities X 
Spain ; which yet if any Perſon have 
. not Faith enough to believe, the onl 
Way to be ſatisfied is, to travel to chole 
Places where the Scenes are laid, and 
thereby fully inform himſelf of the 
© Reality of theſe Tranſactions. 
And ſo I wiſh the Reader as much 
. Pleaſure in peruſing, as I had in traꝶſ- 
lating the ſame. WOE 
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» Hl Miracle of Female Subtilty, 


tions, for which ſhe was no lefs famous, 


ple's Goods; and all theſe ſtrengthened by 
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PART the FIRST. 


whoſe Life and Actions are our preſent 
Subject, was young, ſprightly, and very 
beautiful; three dangerous Advantages when 
they are attended with thoſe 'Qualifica- 


namely, Craft, Impudence, and Hypocriſy, 
and an inſatiable Longing after other Peo- 


a natural Propenſity, as being the Iſſue of 

Parents, who, inſtead of giving a timely 

Check to theſe vicious Inclinations, rater 
A3 encouraged + 


F 96 715 Eiary auns "FUSS 
the encouraged her inthem by their ill Example, 


as deing addicted to the ſame themſelves 
from their Vouth. 
Signior Trapaſſa, Father to this worthy 


| Perſon, whoſe Atchievments we intend to 


relate, had been condemned to the Gallies, 
for having aſſumed to himſelf an Order of 
Knighthood, before he had made the ne- 


ceſſary Trials upon which the King be- 
ſtows that Honour, bv the Sovereign Coun- 
cCil of Portugal. His Deſign in doing it, 


was, that he might the more conveniently 
follow his Profeſſion of ſtealing about the 
Court, where he was reſpefted as a Knight; 


and the better under that Cloak to p' ay thoſe 


Pranks of Villainy, wherein he was ſuch a 
Profeſſor, that the moſt expert Thief might 
have learnt Leſſons from him. 

A certain Woman whom he uſed an un- 
Jawful Trade-withal, was ſo incenſed againſt 
him, upon the Account of ſome Jealouſy, 
that he reſerved not all his Kindneſs for her, 


that ſhe put ina Charge againſt him, the 


Iſſue whereof was, that he was preferred to 


the Gallies, where he paſſed over the Term 


of his Condemnation, and ſomewhat more, 
He was put into that Squadron of Slaves, 
which ts called the Squadron of Spain, and 
turned over from Toledo to St. Mary's Port, 


with the Reſt who were in the fame Predi- 


cament 
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cament of Slavery. He made an Attempt to 
recover his Liberty, but the Plot being diſ- 
covered, he was put to greater Hardſhip 


than he had otherwiſe been. = | 
As ſoon as the Lady Eſteplania (ſo was 
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the jealous Woman that had ſhewed him 


that Tr.ck, called) underſtood he was gone 
to exerciſe that painful Employment, tho? 
ſhe was not of an over compaſſionate Na- 
ture. yet the very ſeriouſly repented that 


ſhe had been the Occaſion of his Miſery; 

and, conſidered, that ſhe could not make 
better Satisfaction for that Injury, than by 
proffering herſelf to him in Marriage, as 


ſoon as the Time of his Penance was ex- 

fired. 

And what inclined her the more to this 
Kind of Reparation was that ſhe had al- 

ready a Daughter by him, which chi'd is 
the Heroine of our preſent Hiſtory. With 
this reſolution ſhe left the Court, and went 
to Sevil, hoping in that great and famous 


City, ſhe might the ſoc et hear ſome News 
of him, whora ſhe had reduced to ſuch a 


wretched Condition, and whom ſhe would 

once more have gladly ſeen at Liberty. 
Eftephania had a Hauſe well furniſhed, be- 

ing a Genoeſe's Widow, who had left her 


very well to paſs : That, and the Care ſhe 


took to go in rich Clothes, gained her ſuch 
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3 The Hiſoryof DonnaRosna, 
j Repute at Sevil, that ſhe was looked upon 
4 as ſome Perſon of Quality, but ſhe ſoon loſt 
that, when the Relation of her Life came 
to be known; eſpecially this Particular of 
| it: That out of an Exceſs of Jealouſy ſhe 
1 
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had preferred a young Gallant to the Gal- 
lies, whom ſhe had often entertained on a 
Feather Bed. This imprudent Action made 
her abominable in the Opinion of the moſt 
intimate of her own Sex, whoſe Indignation 
ſhe allowed to be more juſt againſt her, 
when ſhe conſidered, that ſhe had proſtitut- 
ed herſelf to an Impoſtor and a Raſcal fit on- 
ly for the Gallies. | 
| Theſe Reaſons and Reproaches obliged 
her to remove from Madrid to Sevil, carry- 
ing all ſhe could conveniently with her, and 
ſelling the Reſt, which brought her in a 
conſiderable Sum of Money. Having thus 
ordered her Affairs, ſhe went towards Sevil 1 
by Coach, with two Maids to wait on her, 
intending to continue there till the Time of b 
Trapaſſa's ſerving in the Gallies was expired, 
for ſhe kept an exact Account of it, which 
being near out, ſheunderſtood that the Spa- 
niſh Gallies were arrived ſafe at St. Mary's 
Port. She immediately went thither, not 
In ſo high a Dreſs as ſhe wore at Sevil, but 
in a more modeſt Habit, that ſhe might not 
de afterwards reproached, That ſhe was 


Wife 
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Notorious CH E A T7 | 9 
Wife of a Galley- Slave, whom ſhe had 


courted out of Chains to her Embraces. 
She was ſoon informed that her Gallant 
was in the Captain's own Galley, very jo- 


cund, and advanced to the Office of a Fore- 


man, a Pre-eminence among the Slaves 
which exempts them from Rowing, which 
he had acquired of the General by the Plea- 


{antneſs of his Converſation; and was by 


this Time fo well acquainted with the Gal- 
lies, that he ſeemed not to value whether 
ever he came out of them. But the Arrival 


of Eſtepliania remedied all. Her firſt Buſi- 


neſs was to treat about his Liberty with thoſe 


Perfons on whom the Matter depended ; and 
feeding them with Money. Trapaſſa had no 
Knowledge of her Deſign, as not having 
ſeen her, nor ſtirred out of the Galley ; ſo 
that he was much ſurprized when he came 
to underſtand that fome Perſon did not only 
ſolicit his Freedom, but was likewiſe liberal 
of their Money to procure it ; for it never 
entered into his Thoughts, that his old Love 
Eftephania, ſhould have changed the cruel 
Humour he had left her in, into Mildneſs 
and-Compaſſion for him. All Things being 
agreed on for Trapaſſa*'s Diſcharge, his 
Chains were ſtruck off, and he was told 
he might go whither he would. In the 
mean Time he could not tell who had been the 

5 Ax: Author 


10 The Hiſtory of DoxxA RosINa, 


Author of that Happineſs, which was no 
ſmall one, in Regard that when poor Slaves 
have ſerved out the Time of their Condem- 
nation, yet there are ſome Pretences found 

to hinder their being ſet at Liberty; ſo that 
though they have been ſentenced only to 
ſerve four Years, vet have been forced torg= 
main in Servitude five or ſix. 

Signior Trapaſſa was extremely aſtoniſhed 
when he found himſelf in the Pr=ſence of 
Eftephania, who ſtood waiting on the Shore 
to receive him; and perceived that it was 

only by her Means that he had recovered 
his Freedom. She received him with open 
Arms; and he, to expreſs his Gratitude, 


returned the like obliging Careſſes to her: 4 
So that the Kindneſs he had now received 
from her, made him quit his Reſentment 1 


for the Miſeries ſhe had occaſioned him. | 

He was ſomewhat diſturbed thai ſhe did 1 

not appear in that Habit in which he had left 
her at Madrid, as being ignorant of her De- 3 
ſign in diſguiſing herſelf; nor could ſhe at 

that Time give him an Account of it, by 
*Reaſon the Captain and others who deliver- 
ed him, were preſent, and whom ſhe was 

obliged to entertain at Dinner. Having 

treated them very handſomaly, all withdrew, 

fave only Trapaſſa, who I ſtill with 
his 
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his Miſtreſs. Finding themſelves alone, | 
they repeated their Careſſes, and cu vied 


one another in Aſſurances of the Sat facti- 
on they received by that Interview. Trapaſſa 
returned Thanks with all che grateful Ac- 

knowledgments imaginable, tor the Trou- 
ble and Charge ſhe had been at, ang the 
Goodneſs ſhe had ſhewn in freeing him from 
the worſt of Slavery. On the other Side, 
E/tephania aſked his 3 for the Miſchief 


ſhe had procured him, and all the Misfor- 


tunes her Malice had occaſioned to him; 


telling him withal, That ſhe could not ima- 


gine any other Way to repair the Injury ſhe 
had done him, but by joining . Hands with 
him in Matrimony, if he liked the Propoſal, 
ſince ſhe had a Daughter already by him, 
and Wealth enough for both of them to live 
at their Eaſe. 3 

[ leave you to judge, whether this Mo- 
tion was not pleaſing to Trapaſſa, who was 
ready to catch at the leaſt Offer of good 
Fortune, upon his coming out of ſo ſævere 
a School of Penan.2. that his Anſwer 
was in renewing hes F,:breces, ſatisfying her 
with what Joy he acceped of the advan- 
tageous Bargain ſhe propoſed to him; in- 
treating her to give him an Account of his 
Daughter, whom he was paſſionately deſirous 


to ſee. = 
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12 The Hiſtory ef Donna Roa, 

Eflephania, over- joyed to find his Senti- 
ments ſo agreable to her ExpeQation, pre- 
ſented him with a noble riding Suit, which 


ſhe had purpoſely cauſed to be made for 


him ; and the next Morning betimes they 
took their Journey towards Sevil, where 
Trapaſſa finding his Daughter, then about 
eight Vears old, he acted a Part that he 
had never done before, that is, he was ſo- 
lemnly married to the Lady Eftephania in 
the Face of the Church. They changed 
their Lodgings to another Quarter of the 
City than that where they had formerly 
dwelt, being reſolved to live another Kind of 
Life than they had done before. For E/te- 
PDP lania believing that the Hardſhip her dear 
Lore had endured in the Gallies, had cured 
bim of ſome of his former Fxtravagancies, 
and that the grey Hairs he had brought from 
thence would reclaim him from. his De- 
bauches, She endeavoured to procure 


him ſome credible Employment in Sevil, 
as well to keep him out of Idleneſs, as 


that he might thereby bring in ſomething 
toward Houſe-keeping. But an inbred Diſ- 
poſition which was in Trapaſſa, could not 
eaſily be brought under Diſcipline, and if he 
had behaved himſelf a while with ſome Re- 
| ſervedneſs, it proceeded from the Influence 


of the Admonitions and Rebukes which his 


Wife 


"a 
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Wife continually gave him, and not out of 
any virtuous Inclination; ſo that through 
his own Negle&, he could find out no other 
Buſineſs but frequenting Gaming-Houſes, 
Play-Houſes, and other vicious Places, 
where thoſe who are naturally inclined to 
Sloth, uſually waſte moſt Part of their Time. 
This Courſe of Lite extremely troubled his 
Wife; who yet willing to avoid all matri- 
monial Diſcontents, winked at his Diſorders, 
and endeavoured to find ſome Comfort inthe 
Converſation of her Daughter, whoſe Beau- 


ty was already become the common Dil- 
cCouffe of the City. 


Trapaſſa having no ſettled Buſineſs, Idle- 


neſs being the Seminary of all Vices, tempt- 


ed him to follow his former Courſe of 


Gaming, the Gulf wherein ſo many fair 
Eſtates have been ſwallowed up. He began 


at firſt to play at ſmall Games, as if for Re- 
creation only, but aſterwards venturing ſtill 
higher, he in a ſhort time took the Oppor- 
tunity to lay Hands on the Goods of his 


ite. She was ſenſible enough, that too 


many of ber Things were wanting, and 
doubted not but her Huſband had conveyed 
them away; but all ſhe could do, wasto 
weep and bemoan her Misfortune, which 
ſhe charged upon no Body but herſelf. Tra- 


paſſa perceiving her ſo much Kaen 8 


t4 The Hiſtory ef Doxna Ros INA, 

miſed Reformation, but the curſed Humour 
of Gaming continuing upon him, his Luck 
Was ſo bad, that he pawned or fold every 
Thing of Value in his Houſe. Finding him. 
ſelf at length reduced to pinching Neceſſities, 
he began to contrive how he might again 
retrieve himſelf, He would have been con- 
tent that his Wife, who was yet handſome, 
ſhould have turned common Proſtitute, tho? 


ſhe had but juſt recovered her reputation; 


but he perceived ſhe was grown ſo honeſt 
and ſo altered from what he had been be- 
fore, that he had not the Confidence to 
mention it to her: For ſhe grew ſo extreme. 
melancholy at the diſordered Demeanour 
of her Huſband, that ſhe ſeemed in a Manner 
careleſs of all Things, and little regarded 
the Education of her Daughter, who was 
by this Time come into her Teens, and by 
Reaſon of theſe Diſtractions between her 
Parents, ſhe lived as ſhe pleaſed, appearing 
every Day at the Window, with not a little 
Affection. 3 

The Grief and Regret which poor Ehe- 
Pliania conceived at her being reduced to 
Penury, brought her into a Sickneſs whereof 
the died about a Year after, with a ſincere 
Repentance for her paſt Follies, in Hopes to 
die as happy a Death, as her Huſband had 
occaſioned her living an unhappy Life. She 


* 


was 
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was very meanly buried Trapoſſa not having 


V herewithal to beſtow We on her Funeral. 


He: was much concerned at her Death, and 
acknowledged, but too late, his great Over- 
fight in returning to his ill Courſes; where- 


as, if he had taken her Advice, he might _ 


have lived pteaſantly all the Reſt of his Days. 
All the Comfort he had now left, and the 
Hope on which he depended for a Liveli- 
hood, was the Beauty of his Daughter, 
which he believed fo charming, as might 
procure him a Son-in-Law, who would re- 
lieve his Neceſſities, never conſidering, that 
in this Age Riches are commonly preferred 
before Virtue, and that Graces and Per- 


 feQtions have ſeldom much Power in them, 


if Wealth be lacking. 

The unfortunate Trapaſſa, N op- 
preſſed with Miſeries, could not forbear fre- 
quenting the Gaming-Houſes, not indeed to 
play himſelf, for he had not wherewithal, 
but to get ſome ſmall Preſent from the 
Gameſters when they had a good Hand, as 


is uſual in Spain to be beſtowed upon thoſe 


that look on, and is commonly the only 
Revenue ofthoſe that have ruined themſelves 
by that pernicious Diverſion, 

Trapaſſa being ſeldom at home, it gave 


his Daughter the greater Freedom to follow 


her 


16 The Hiſtory of Do x Nx A Ros NA, 

her own Sentiments. She would be per. 
petually looking out of the Window, which 
induced a great Number of young Gallants 
to repair to e Street where ſhe dwelt. 

The Father was not ignorant how Matters 
went, and though he might have prevented, 
vet winked at it, in Hopes to ſee his Daugh- 
ter advantageouſly married, to help him 
out, as being the moſt likely Means to re- 
trieve his Mlisfortunes. He therefore left 
the little Ryſina, ſo was his Daughter cal- 
ted, to her own Liberty, hoping that by her 
Inſinuations, ſhe would in Time have the 
Diſpoſal of the Hearts and Purſes of thoſe 
that courted her, His Deſigns proved more 


ſucceſsful than he imagined ; for among 

many that languiſhed for her, there was one 
very rich, who was tranſported with the 
Love of her. She aſſumed the Title of 


Donna, an Honour which belongs only to 


Perſons of noble Extraction, becauſe her 
_— had uſed it before, and if ſhe had 


, her Daughter would have taken it up, 
as 1 Rr. a Dignity that colts little or no- 
thing. 

The Perſon whe was ſo remarkably her 
Servant, was Agent for ſome Affairs in Peru; 


A enn w hoſe Credit much ceded | 
his Eflate, and was accounted very rich, 


belonging to the Inſuring Office in the 
Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Weſt Indies, and about fifty Years 


of Age. Though he was ſatisfied that his 
Miſtreſs had no Fortune, and that he muſt 
alſo maintain her Father, yet he was re- 
ſolved to take her better for worſe; from 


whence we may deduce this Obſervation, 


That when Love has once taken Poſſeſſion 


of an aged Perſon, it is very difficult to 


diſpoſſeſs him. Laurantia de Savaria, this 
amorous Flder was named, who was ſo 


inchanted with the Beauty of Reſina, that 


the Treaty of Marriage was concluded in 


leſs than eight Days, and he had the Earneſt 
of an Happineſs, which he thought would 
have laſted him as long as he lived. He 


took his Father-in-Law into his Family, 


though he knew him to be a great Gameſter. 
The firſt Days of the Nuptials were ſpent | 
as they uſually are at ſuch Solemnities; he 
furniſhed his Wife with new Gowns, Rings, 
and Jewels, ſuitable to his Condition; tor 


being a Perſon pretty well ſtricken in Years, 


he was no Lover of Exceſs, an Humour not 


very pleaſing to Roſina, who minded nothing 


ſo much as rich Clothes, and longed for 
whatſoever ſhe ſaw worn by Women of a 
Quality much above her; and this much 


cCooled her Love to her Huſband, who was 


of an Indian Diſpoſition, ſomewhat covet- 
ous, and careful not to waſte his Eſtate : 
and 


18 The Hiſtory of Donna ROS INA, 
and being ſenſible that her Father was an 

old Gameſter, who had run out all, he | 

durſt not traſt his Wife with keeping the 
_ Cath, nor with the Expences of his Houſe. 

This Proceeding quite defeated the Hopes of 
| Trapaſſa, who imagined, that upon this I 

Marriage, he ſhould command all that was 

in his Daughter's Poyer, being ſtill pgſſeſ- _ | 

ſed with the reſtleſs Spirit of Gaming. 
| Roſina obſerving her Huſband was em- 

ployed about his Affairs, took Occaſion to 

go abroad every Morning, under Pretence 

of going to Church, to pray that ſhe might 

be a Mother; with "this Excuſe ſhe blinded 

her Huſband, the true Motives of theſe Sal- 

lies being to appear in the Streets, and at 
 Mab. A Citizen's Son of Sevil taking 
VNotice of her, fell inſtantly in Love with 

her, one of the moſt debauched young Men 
of his Time; who had reduced himſelf by MF » 
his Lewdneßs, into as had a Condition al- 

molt as Trapaſſa. His Name was Ruperio, 

a very comely Beau, who proved ſo tortu- 

nate in his courting Rofzna, that the was 

wholly at his Devotion, expsRingto receive 

ſuch Prelents from him, as might put ker 

in a Garb agreeabſe to her Beauty, above 

what ſhe could obtain from the Miſer her 


Huſband, 
The 
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The firſt Demand ſhe made to him, was 
fomewhat modeſt, conſidering ſhe was a 
Merchant's Wife, namely, to beſtow on 
her a Gown of the ſame Silk and Faſhion 
that a Neighbour of her's had, whom ſhe 


named, and a Gold Watch for her Side, pro- 


miſing him in Requital of the Favours, not 
to, deny him any Thing that was in her 


Power. Noſina, by Eis inſolent Boaſtings, ima- 
gined that he had Thouſands at Command, 


and he likewiſe promiſed to comply with her 
Deſires; but being unable to perform the 
ſame, he contrived how to get that by his 
Wit, which his Purſe would not reach to. 


He happened to be well acquainted with 


the Lady, whoſe Gown he was to match, 
and going to her, intreated her to lend it 
him; ptetending it was only for the Repre- 
ſentation of a Comedy which was to be acted 
ina Nunnery. He could not be denied 
upon ſuch an Account; ſo that at the End 


of three Days, which Time he told Rofina 
it would take up to make it, he ſent it to 


her Houſe, when her Huſband was abroad 
in the City about his Buſineſs, The Watch 
he told her was not yet finiſhed, but ſhoula 
fuddenly be brought her; intreating her 
in the mean Time, to accept of another 


of leſs Value, as a Pledge for the Security 


of the other, She returned him hearty |} 


Thanks, 


7 y 
W 
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| Thanks, extremely pleaſed to find he was 
ſo punctual, and to ſhew herſelt grateſul, 
gave bim all the SaticfaQtion he could ex- 
pea from her. 

He took leave of Rofina, "who ride 
to perſuade her Huſband, that a Kinſman 
of her's had ſent her that Gown from Ma- 
drid, to prevent his being jealous of ther. 
On the other Hand, Ruperio reſolved, if 
poſſible, to get it again, and return it where 
it was borrowed. Savaria having no Know- 
ledge of him, he effected the. Matter by the 
Nr l Trick. 

Four or Five Days after the Delivery of 
the Gown to R:/ma, Ruperis puts himſelf 
into the Habit of a Servant Man, and about 


— 


Dinner comes to Savaria's Houſe; ſaying, . 


he was ſervant to the Lady to whom the 
Gown belonged. Sævaria ordered him to 
come in, who told him, he was ſent by his 
Miſtreſs for the Gown ſhe had lent Madam 
| Rejina, only to fee the Faſhion of it. Sa- 
varia turning towards his Wife, aſked her 
what Gown the Fellow would have? She 
preſenily knew her Gallant : © Friend,” ſaid 
ſhe, come hither To-morrow Morning, 

and you ſhall have it.“ But my Miſtreſs, 


replies Ruperio, © has commanded me not to 


come back without it; for this Afternoon 
© ſhe is to go to a Chriſtening, at which ſhe 
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« is to be Goſſip, and ſhe muſt needs have 


© it.. © How ſhall I know,” cries ſhe, '* that 
you belong to that Lady, and that you 


came from her?“ The crafty Spark per⸗ 
ceiving what ſhe deſigned, and that ſhe had 


no mind to return it; The Gown,” ſaid 
he, © is of ſuch a Colour, trimm'd in ſuch a 


» 2 Manner, and was lent to you in a groom 


Cloth, done about with a Silk Fringe — 


Savaria hearing him give ſuch particular 


Marks; Sweet- heart, ſaid he to his Wife, 


'© You have nothing to reply, for ſince he 
demands it with ſo much Earneſtneſs, no 


* Queſtion but his Miſtreſs ba- occaſion for 
© it; and if you are ynwilling to riſe out of 


« your Place, give me the Key of your!" 


„Trunk where it is, and I will fetch it.” 


.  Roſma had nota Word more to ſay, but be- 


ing ready to burſt with Indignation, ſhe aroſe 
from the Table, took the Gown out of the 


Trunk, and delivering it to Ruperio, Give 


* my humble ſervice, ſaid ſhe, © to Madam 


8 Leonora, and tell her, I aſk her Pardon 


© that I did not fend it- home ſooner, which 


I could not do, becauſe the Perſon for 


* whom I borrowed it, was not here fince.” 
Fhe'drguiſed Gallant received the Gown, 


| a left Roma with her Eyes all on Fire, and 
vexed to the Soul to find bęrſelf fo impudent- 


1 affronted. Savaria aſked her upon what 
Account 
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Account ſhe had borrowed it, who anſwered, 


That it was at the Requeſt of an Acquaint- 


ance of hers, who was deſirous to have ſuch 
another, as being extremely taken with the 


Colour and Faſhion of it. She perſuaded 
her Huſband to any Thing, who, poor Man, 


underſtood little of the World beſides his 


Trading. In the mean Time ſhe was ex- 
tremely incenſed againſt Ruperio, for the un- 
genteel Trick he had put upon her, in de- 


priving her of a Garment ſhe was ſo pleaſed 


with, and whereof ſhe thought herſelf in- 


diſputably poſſeſſed. She thereupon reſolved. 
do be revenged on him, whatever it coſt her; 


but thinking to communicate her Deſign to 
her Maid, who was her Confidant in all her 
Intrigues, Trapaſſa, her Father, over heard 
them, and came to the Knowledge of the 


| ö whole Story; and being acquainted with the | 


Gallant, who was one that haunted Gaming 
Houſes, he thought himſelf obliged to re- 
venge the Affront done to his Daughter; 
and meeting him one Day inthe Street, tells 


him he deſired to meaſure the Length of his 
' Sword, upon what Account he ſhould know 
when he came to the Place, Nuperio fol- 


lowed him, and being gone ſo far from the 


City, that they were out of the People's. F 


Sight, Trapaſſa acquainted him with the 


Occaſion of this Challenge. They preſently, 


arew, 


drew, 


Trapa 
he W 
died | 
the | 
uſual 
VICIO! 
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drew, and made ſeveral Paſſes, but at length 
Trapaſſa proved the more unfortunate, for . 
he was run tkrough the Heart, ſo that he 
died im.nediately, not having time to make 
the leaſt Act of Contrition; a Judgment 
uſually . happening to thoſe who lead ſuch 
vicious Lives as he had done. Ruperio took 
Sanctuary in a Church, and Trapaſſa's Bo- 
dy was brought to his Son-in- Law, where 
it was received with a Mixture of Joy and 
Sorrow; Joy that the Houle was delivered 
from the moſt humourſome and inſupporta- 
ble Perſon in the World, and Grief for the 
future Charge of his Interment. 

In the mean Time Roſina made it appear 
by her Lamentations and Tears, that his 
Death was as great an Affliction to her, as 
it was pleaſing to her Huſband. She would 
receive no Conſolation, pretending ſhe had 
loſt all her Support in this World; for all 
the Relations and Friends ſhe had were now 
exchanged for a Huſband whom ſhe could 
not affect. On the other Side, Savaria 
thought himſelf one of the happieſt Men in 
the World, to have a Wife handſome and 

young as his was ; but ſhe wasreally a little 
too handſome and too young for him; that 

Proportion of Age, which Parents ought 

chiefly to mind in marrying their Children, 


dot being obſerved in this. It cannot be 


expected, 


— 
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expected, that an old Man ſhould be ac- 
ceptable to a young Girl; and when a Wo- 
man comes once to ſlight her Huſband, the 
is in the Way to admit of any Body. But 
for Roſina, the Ambition ſhe always had of 
going highly in Clothes, and to be revenged 
of Ruperio, made her break forth into all 
xceſſes that exaſperated Woman-kind can 
fall into; to defile her marriage Bed, and 
abſolutely abandon herſelf to act all thoſe 
Things from which ſhe hoped to derive any 
Satisfaction or Advantage. Nothing ſo much 
diſquieted her as the Injury ſhe had received 

from Ruperis, which ſhe thought ſo great, 
that ſhe would have died for Sorrow, but 
out of a Deſire to be revenged of him. But 
in regard ſne muſt have Aſſiſtanee therein, 
ſhe took all Opportunities to aſſure herſelf of 
a Gallant who would vigorouſly execute her 

Commartts. 3 i 

One of thoſe Fridays, which are ſolem- 
nized with a great Concourſe of People from 
Eaſter to Whitſuntide, in Triana, Part of 
the Suburbs of Sevi], thro? which paſſes the 
Quadalquir, the moſt famous River in An- 
daluſia, Reſina went into a Boat covered 
with green Branches to go and ſee that 
Feſtival, to which fhe was carried by the 
expreſs Order of her Huſband, by a Neigh- 
| | / 5 bour 
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Felician took his Place next to 
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bour of his whom he thought one of the 
moſt diſcreet and virtuous Women in the 
World; but he was not the firſt Man who has 

been deceived in a Woman; for on the con- 
trary, ſhe was the moſt wanton, and withal 
the molt ſilly of the whole Sex. She there- 
fore took up a Boat for herſelf, Roſina, and 
two- Women more of their AC 3 
but though ſhe had given the Waterman his 


full Pare, yet ſhe was eaſily perſuaded by 


him to take other Perſons into the Boat, and 


among them a young Man who had his Spies 
gat the Water-ſide to give him Notice of 


ſuch an Opportunity. 'They»were no ſoonet 
come aboard, but Rofina unveiled her Face, 


which the Gallant, whom we will call Feli- 


cian, had no ſooner ſeen but he was ſurprized. 
with her Beauty, and thought her ſo ex- 
treme handſome, that he perſuaded ſome 
of his Friends, who ſtood on the River Side, 
to come into the Boat, and to effect it greaſ- 
ed the Waterman's Fiſt. 5 got in, 
2/ina, into 
whoſe Favour it was his Deſign to inſinuate 
himſelf. He was Son to a Perſon of Quali- 


ty, who had raiſed himſelfto a vaſt Fortune 


in the Indies, and had no Child but this; 
who, diſpoſing of his Wealth as he pleaſ- 
ed, it was foreſeen that it would not be 
long ere he ſcattered _ what his hay x 

| 8 
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had in ſo ſhort a Time raked together, For 
he was a profuſe Gameſter, a perpetual 


Courtier of Ladies, and maintained a Crew 


of Hangers on, who accompanied and en- 
couraged him in his Debauches. Beſides 
theſe admirable Qualities, he was extreme. 
ly extravagant in Point of Clothes, a Vice 
common in young Men at Sevil, who have 
all Things at their own Diſpoſal as he had. 

Being ſeated near Roſina, and his Com- 
rades next to her female Friends, the Boat 
went leiſurely down the River, for which the 
Waterman had Conſideration. Pelician was 


reſolved to loſe no Time, but declare his 


Love to Reſina, in ſuch obliging Terms that 
ſhe gave entire Credit to what he ſaid, and 
by her Attention ſatisfied him that ſhe was 
not diſpleaſed with his Company. Felician 
Vas a very ingenious Perſon, and of a com- 
plaifant Humour upon ſuch Occaſions as 
theſe, expreſſing himſelf with ſuch a Grace 
and Smartneſe, that the Ladies were exceed- 
ingly pleaſed, eſpecially Rofma, who thought 
nothing comparable to his Converſation. 
She told him her Name, the Place where 
The lived, what Profeſſion her Huſband was 
of, and in a Word, 'made him a Kind of 
Confeſſion of her moſt ſecret Affairs. Fe- 


lician was as free to her, concluding his Dif. - 


Courſe with a thouſand Proteſtations of Ser- 
vic 
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vice and Obedienceto her Commands. 'The 
Afternoon paſſed away in Compliments and 


Courtſhip, to the great Satisfaction of Roſina, 
who had two Deſigns to carry on atthe ſame 


Time; one to be revenged on Ruperio, by 


the Aſſiſtance of Felician; and the other to 
wheedle out of him ſome Money towards 
new Clothes and her other extravagant Fx- 
pences, and ſhe ſucceeded in both her Pro- 


eas. : 


From that Day Felician began to frequent 
the Street where Rofina dwelt, eſpecially 
when he had Intelligence that her Huſhand 


| was abroad about his Concerns. Rz/ina on 


the other Side reſolved not to comply eaſily ; 
tor remembering how ſhe had been put up- 


on by Ruperio, ſhe was jealous of having the 
ſame Game played over again with her. 


Before ſhe admited him Entrance into the 


Houſe, ſhe reſolved to make Trial of his 


Liberality. Of this ſhe was in a ſhort Time 
pretty well informed; for Felician having 
been prodigal all his Life, he upon this Oc- 


caſion exceeded all he had done before, 
ſending her Preſents of rich Clothes, Jewels, 


and other Ornaments, beſides the Expence 
he was in at Treats and Collations when they 


met privately together, as they often did; 


ſo that Roſina vas the moſt ſatisfied Woman 


in the World. It is commonly ſaid that the 


. more 


. 


28 The Hiſtory of DownAa RO SINA, 


more eaſily a Man attains his Enjoyments, 


the ſooner he is ſurfeited with them ; but it 


was otherwiſe with Felician, whoſe Affection : 


to Refina encreaſed daily, and came to that 

Heighth that it could not well be greater. 

It happened about this time, that Ruperio 
gained in one Night ſix Hundred Crowns 


at Play. He always went very fine; but 


this unexpected good Fortune made him ex- 
ceed his former Gaudineſs. But with that 
Good he fancied he had likewiſe ill Fortune, 
being told that Felician was often ſeen in the 

Street where Roſma lived; from whence 
he inferred that he made ſome Addreſſes to 
her. This Jealouſy began to revive the 


Love he formerly had for her, and he was 


diſturbed that he ſhould have any Rival; 
hereupon he reſolved, if poſſible, to reco- 
ver her Favour, and requite the Injury he 
was ſenſible he had done her. Upon this 
Account he paſſed. ſeveral Times through 
the ſame Street, which cauſed no little Per. 
plexity to Felician. 15 8 


Roſa was enraged to ſee the Impoſtor 


had the Impudence to make any Pretenfions 
to her Favour after the notorious Sham he 
had put upon her. She conſidered there was 


no other Way to be rid of his Importunities, 


but to engage her beloved Gallant, Felician, 
in her Qparrel, by perſuading him that 


Kaußperios 


ö 
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"I | e 
3 Nußerios Deſign was to break off the happy 
n Correſpondence and Affection that there 
it was between them; ſo that if he had any 
Value for her Love, he ought to find out 
0 ſome Means to check the Inſolence of his 
8 Rival, and free her from his Courtſhip, which 
t was odious to her. Obſerve here what dan- 
"= gerous Service Women put their Gallants 
t upon, ſetting them on like Game-Cocks,a 


> till they have deſtroyed one another, 
5 Rio ſina thought it not Prudence to acquaint 
8 Felician with what had paſſed between her 
ö and Ruperis, but took a ſafer Courſe, 
> telling him that he was continually ſolicit- 
; ing her with very advantageous Proffers, 
which yet for his Sake ſne ablolutely refuſed 
and flight2d. Pelician believed her, the ra- q 
ther becauſe he met himevery Day, ane 
ſometimes in the Night, walking the Rounds 0 
| about his Miſtreſs's Houſe. To incenſe him 
the more ſhe added, that were it not for 
that troubleſome Perſon, ſhe would ſee him 
oftener than ſhe did. There neededno more | 
to be ſaid ; Pelician, enflamed with Spight, 4 
met Ruperio one Night in that Street, when p 
he knew Ryfina was in Bed, and her Huſ- ; 
band looking over ſome Accounts, which | 
concerned his Agency. Felician perceiving 
Ruperio, called him by his Name, and hav- 
ing talked a while together, to avoid being 
„ diſcovered 
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diſcovered by making any Quarrel in the 


Streets, they retired into a little Alley which 


happened to be near the Window of the 


Room where Savaria kept all his Papers, 


and was very buſ\ in peruſing them; being 
come thither, Felician thus diſcourſes the 
other. ; | 


LY 


treet more than you ought to have done, 
and I was ſomewhat at a Loſs to know what 
might occaſion your coming hither, in re- 
gard there are ſeveral fine Ladies which 
might incline you thereto; but I have at 
laſt diſcovered that Madam R2/ma only is the 
cauſe of your daily and nightly Haunts here- 
abouts; and this I am aſſured of by my 
own Eyes, as well as the Relation of her 
Servants whom you endeavour to corrupt by 
| Preſents to bring you into their Lady's Fa- 

vour. I have been her Servant for ſome 
Time, and the Services I have done her have 
gained me her Affection; ſo that I have re- 
ceived the greateſt! Kindneſs from her which 


I could expect, or ſhe cowld give. I do not 


uſually boaſt of my good Fortune in ſuch 
Caſes ; but to prevent your farther Progreſs 
in this Matter, I am compelled to make you 
this particular Diſcovery, which I doubt not 
but you will conceal as a great Secret, as 2 


Perſon 


&« Signor Ruperio, I have for ſome Days 
py oblerved that you have frequented this 


before you, and obtained the Thing of her 
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Perſon of Honour ought to do: I have ac- 
quainted you with my Love, with the advan- 


tage I have made of it, to oblige you to 


forbear all Applications to this Lady for the 
future; whereby you will ſecure yourſelf 


from many Inconveniencies, andfree me from 


the Reſentments which at preſent affect me. 
Rußperio hearkened attentively to the Diſ- 
courſe of Felician, and Rſina's Huſband no 
leſs, hearing accidentally ſuch Things as ſo 
nearly concerned him, which though they 
were extremely prejudicial to him and his 
Reputation, yet he was reſolved to ſtay and 
hear what Anſwer Ruperio would make, 
which was to this Effect: | | 
Signor Felician, 1 do not at all wonder 
that you ſhould be ſo ſolicitous in obſerving 
the Devotion I had for Madam Rona, ſince 
you are ſo much concerned in it as you al- 
firm to me; and I ſuppoſe you will be as lit- - 
tle ſurpriſed at my being embaiked in the 
lame Deſign, ſince I find you are ignorant 
of the Grounds of my Love, and the Rea- 


fonThave to proſecute it; I am as unwilling 


as you to proclaim the Favours I receive 
from Ladies, but ſince you unboſom yourſeli 


0 me, I conceive am obliged to do the like 


to you, that you may think my Proceeding 
the leis ſtrange. I was in the Lady's Favour 


that 


4 


e 
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that you ſo much glory in; by ſome Mis- 

fortune or other 1 have loſt it; yet not ſo, 

but that'I hope in Time to reinſtate myſelt 

into it again; which to accompliſh, aſſure 
; yourſelf I ſhall do all that lies in my Power: 

If I prevail, and that ſhe will admit the Con- 
tinuance of my Service, as I have hopes ſne 
may, your only Remedy is Patience; for! 

” . amo far from quitting my Pretenſions to 
her, that I ſhall do my utmoſt to prevent 
her giving Entertainment to yours, and re- 
duce her toſuch a Paſs, as not ſo much as'to 

remember that ever you thought of her.” 

With that they hoth drew, Felician main- 

' taining that he only ought to pretend to her, 
and Ruperio ſtanding upon the ſame Terms. 
The Difpute was ſoon concluded, his Sword 
who was in preſent Poſſeſſion, was the moſt 

\ fortunate, Ruperio by a mortal Wound fall. 

| ing dead upen the Place. The Noiſe of 
their Swords was not very great, for Felician 

had done his Work ſo ſuddenly that none 
heard any Thing of the Quartel but only 

| Savaria, who for his own Reputation would 
have kept it ſecret, That the Body might 
not be found in that Place Felician took it 
on his Shoulders, and laid it at the Gate 
of a Monaſtery, and took Refuge in another, 
till he heard how Matters would go. 


Savaria 
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Favaria, confounded at what he had ſeen 
and heard, was ſo enraged againſt his Wife, 
that he began to, contrive how to be re- 
venged of a Woman, whoſe Perfidiouſneſs 


was the more notorious, becauſe of the great 


Reaſon ſhe had to be grateful and loyal. 
She was faſt aſleep in Bed, never dreaming 
what had-happened in the Street upon her 
Account. The fiſt Thing that came into 
Savaria's Thoughts was to go up inſtantly 


and diſpatch her in Bed with a Dagger; 


but he then conſidered that the Murderet 
having carried away the dead Body from bis 
Door, he might be charged with killmg her 
without any Cauſe, and that he ſhould want 
Proof, as having for Witneſs only two Ser- 
vant Maids, who were moſt likely to {wear 
againſt him, He therefore reſolved, as the 


ſureſt Way, to rid himſelf of her by a ſecret 


Dofe of Poiſon, which might remove her 
after a certain Time; but then he thought 
he ſhould not fatisfy his own-juſt Reſent- 
ment 1f he any longer delayed that Ven- 
geance which required immediate Execution, 


He then. propoſed to himſelf another Expedi- 


ent, which was to leave both the City and 
his Wife, and to retire to ſome other Place, 
but this Deſign was ſoon over, he having 
many Affairs undetermined; and fearing the 
ſmiſter Opinions which might have been 

LADY made 
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made upon ſuch a Reſolution, to the Scandal 
and Shame of a Man of his Age and Re- 
„„ | 
This Reflection brought him to his firſt 
Deſign of ſending her going with the Poi- 
nard. But before he perpetrated that Cru- 
elty, which yet according to Spaniſh Juſtice, 
was no Crime, but a juſt Puniſhment for 
her Lewdneſs, he judged it neceſſary for his 
own Vindication, to leave in Writing the 
Reaſons that induced him to commit this 
Fact. He took Pen and Paper, and began 
to ſet down the Affront he had received from 
his Wife, and the Satisfaction he had tak- 
en; but upon reading it, imagining he had 
not ſufficiently expoſed the Heinouſneſs of 
her Faul, he tore what he had written, and 
this he did to the third Time, ſo great was 
the Diſturbance and Confuſion of his 
Thoughts. He ſet. himſelf down to write 
the fourth Time, but upon ſecond Thoughts 
was of Opinion that he ſhould be ſufficient- 
ly avenged if he had but once ſent his Wite 
out of the World. A great Part of the 
Night waſted in theſe Diſquiets, namely, in 
writing, correcting, and tearing all he had 
Written, At Length being abſolutely re- 
ſolved in that Fancy to proſecute his Deſign, 
he made another Writing without any Blot, 
having before well conſidered what he ſhould 
| IO "a 


dal 
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ſet down ; and when he had expreſſed, in the 
beſt Manner he could, the irreparable In- 
jury he had received, he was ſuddenly ſeized 
with ſo preſſing a Grief that he fell down and 
expired, | 


All this paſſed while Roſina ſlept. A- 


waking of a Sudden, and not finding her 
Huſband in Bed with her, ſhe called him, 
but hearing no Anſwer, ſhe ſlipt on her 
Gown and went jnto his Cloſet, where ſhe 
found a Candle, lighted, and Savaria lying 
on the Floor dead. She was aſtoniſhed, as, 


well ſhe might; all ſhe could do was to call 
up her Maids, who immediately came to the 


Sight of this ſtrange Spectacle; they were 
no leſs ſurpriſed than their Miſtreſs at the 
Strangeneſs of this Accident. As they were 
going to convey the Corſe to one of the beſt 


Rooms inthe Houſe, before the Neighbours. 


had any Noticeof the Adventure, Roſina found 
a written Paper which ſeemed not to be quite 
finiſhed, wherein ſhe found theſe Words: 

© That my Juſtification may be the better 


© known to all thoſe who ſhall read this 


Paper, 1 declare that all my Unhappineſs 
© proceeds from the Lightneſs and Incon- 


* ſtancy of my infamous Wife, who pro- 


* faning the holy Sacrament of Marriage, 
hy the ſacred Bond whereof we were join- 


without 


od together in the Face of the Church, 


1 
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Time, who having quarrelled for the Pre- 


= 


36 The Hiſtory of Downa Ro sv A, 


without any Conſideration of the true Love 


* and Affection I had for her, hath proſti- 
* tuted herſelf to two Gallants at the ſame 


* cedency which either of them pretended 


to hav» over his Adverſary, the more un- 


* fortunate was killed by the other before 
* the Window of my Houſe, Having thus 


© been Witneſs of my own Diſgrace, and 
heard the whole Story of my Diſhonour, 


©1t was but juſt I ſhould revenge my Diſ- 
grace, thus? Here ended the Writ.. 
ing, for Death ſeizing him at that Word, 
he inſtantly gave up the Ghoſt. | 

Roſiua was even diſtracted with what ſhe 
ſaw and read; ſo that for ſome Time ſhe 
was deprived of her Senſes, upon reflecting 


that generally the greateſt Secrets of De- 


bauchery are diſcovered at laſt, either by 
Reformation or Puniſhment of 'the Actors. 


The Death of her Huſband afflicted her 


both with Fear and Griet; Fear to conſider 


how ſuddenly he died, occaſioned by the 


Wrong ſhe had done Kim ; Grief, to ſee her 


Huſband deprived of Life, and herſelf | igno- 


rant how to repreſent ſo unhappy an Acci- 


dent. A little Remorſe of Mind, like a 


Qualm over her Stomach, troubled her that 


Me had been ſo perfidious to a Man who had 


loved her ſo well, and by MI. arriage had raiſed 
6 3” her 


Rang 
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her from Beggary to Plenty. The great 


Kindneſs which the Neighbours were ſenſi- 
ble he always had for her, gave her a little 
Relief, and induced her to take the Advice 
of one of her Maids; which was to carry 
her Huſband's Body into his Bed, and to cry 
out the next Morning ſo loud thac' they 


might hear her; whom by her exceſſive La- 


mentations ſhe might perſuade that ſhe found 
him dead by her Side when ſhe waked in 
the Morning ; and that her two Maids to 
catry on the Cheat, ſhould give 'out, that 
their Maſter was ſubject to an Apoplexy, 
and died ſuddenly thereof. 

Having thus concerted their Deſign, Day 
came, Roſina cried out, and lamented with 
all her might ; the next Neighbours corning 
in found her undreſſed, weeping, and tearing 
her Hair like one abſolutely. deprived of her 
Wits for the loſs of ſo tender an Huſband. 
Her two Maids acted their Parts to the 
Life; relating the cauſe of their good Maſ- 


ter's Neath, All were ſatisfied with theſe 
Reaſons, and ſome of Roſina's Acquaintance 


were very buſy about her for fear ſhe ſhould 


have ſwooned, ſo perſectly did ſhe perſonate 


a diſconſolate Widow. They uſed their ut- 


moſt Endeavours to comfort her, and allay 


her Sorrow, who amidſt all her Trouble took 
Care to burn the Pager ſhe had found, leſt 
22 = f _ 


32 The Hiſtory of Donna RoSI A, 
it might have proved an Evidence of her 


Diſloyalty. 
Some Officers ſent by the Magiſtrates 


came ſoon after to her Houſe, who are ne- 


ver wanting upon ſuch Occaſions, and upon 
the Allegations of the Neighbours, that the 
: Deceaſed had ever lived very lovingly with 
his Wife, went away, being ſatisfied that 
ſhe had not any way contributed to his 
Death. Savaria was buried, and Roſina found 
It ſo difficult to act the Part ſhe was engaged 


in, that ſhe did not think of taking Care 


about that which Widows are commonly ve- 
ry ſoliticious about at ſuch Times, that is to 
make the beſt Proviſion they can for them- 
ſelves out of what their Huſbands have left 
behind them. So that one of his Nephews, 
as ſoon as the Uncle was buried, ſeized on 
all that was in the Houſe, and Noſina was 


forced to go to Law with him to recòver 


what ſhe might lawfully lay claim to. 
Let us return to ſee what became of Ru- 


by the Monks of that Monaſtry, and not 
known by any of them, they deſigned to 
bury it without Ceremony, had they not 
been prevented by a Citizen, who adviſed 


them to expoſe it in ſome public Place that 
it might be owned, and that if the Perſon 


had any Relations, they might know the 


Misfortune that happened to him; and by 


this 


perio's Body. Being found in the Morning 
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this Means they would ſecure to themſelves 
the Charge of his Interment, and the Fees | 
for other Prayers and Devotions, in order to 


the Repoſe of his Soul. This Advice pleaſ- 


ed the Superior of the Covent, who imme. 


diately acquainted the Magiſtrate, that they 


had found in the Morning a young Man 
dead at their Church Door. The Body was 


| laid in a little Place near the Monaſtry, 


with two lighted Wax Candles; and ſoon 
after a Man paſſed by who knew Rußperio; 
he told them what he was, and then went and 
carried the ſaid News to his Friends, who 
were extremely grieved at his Death, his 
Father having often foretold him, that he 


would come to ſuch an End; for, from the 
Life he led, nothing leſs could be expected. 


He was buried in the Cloyſter, and ſtrict 


Search made for the Murderer ; but Sevil 
being a vaſt and populous City, no Diſco- 


very could, be made of him, only Roſina 
knew who it was by the Abſence of her Gal- 
lant, by Ruperic's Death, and by the Paper 
ſhe found in her Huſband's Cloſet; and was 
extremely pleaſed to ſee herſelf revenged of 
a Perſon who had put ſuch an unhandiome 
Trick upon her; and it was her good For- 
tune that no Notice was taken of the Blood 
of the Deceaſed in the Place where he was 


killed; had the Magiſtrate known pf that, it 


might have brought her into ſome trouble, for 
| C 2 3 
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the Neighbours could have teſtified that they 
had often, ſeen theſe two Rivals in that 
Street. 

Rafina is now become a Widow, but with- 
all poor and deſtitute of all accommodations, 
having only the Stock of her Beauty left to 
{et her up again; and that together with her 
Honour, if it may be ſaid ſhe had any re- 


maining, ſhe reſolved to proſtitute, thereb 


to live in ſome Meaſure ſuitable to what ſhe 
had done before. Savaria's Nephew, who 
had taken Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, was oblig- 


ed to pay ſomething upon the Account of 


her Dower, but it was ſo inconſiderable, 
compared to the Port ſhe was wont to bear, 
that ſhe was forced to leave her Houſe, and 
take one of a lower Rent; nor had this 
Nephew what he expeQed by being Heir to 
his Uncle, for his Eſtate was extremely in- 
tangled, fo that after paying the Creditors, 
he had little left for himſelf. 


Rofina removed to another Quarter of the 


City, and being rich in Clothes, and really 
handſome, did not as many others Widows 


commonly do, who as ſoon as their Huſbands 
are marched off, dreſs themſelves as fine as 


Hands can make them, and take all Oppor- 
tunities to ſhew themſelves to Gentlemen, 
out of a deſign to get other Huſbands. But 
ſne, though Youngs had gained ſuch great 

Experience, 
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Experience, that ſhe reſolved to play another 
Game, and that no ſmall one. 

There was come in the Fleet from Peru, 
in the Weſt-Indies, a Perſon born among 
the Mountains -of Leon, who began his 
Fortune inthe Station of a Servant to a Mer- 
chant at Sevil, and upon his Maſt er's Credit 
and ſome little Trading into the Indies, was 


grown very rich, and ina few Years was rec- 


koned one of the ableſt Merchants that trad- 
ed at Peru, He at length made a Voyage 
thither, being advanced to a certain Employ- 
ment, and having thereby, much increaſed his 
Wealth, he returned again to Sevil in that 
Vear's Fleet, where he ſold the Cargo he 
had brought home at Cent. per Cent. Profit, 
ſo fortunate was he in all his Adventures. 


'  Marguina was his Name, a Perſon about 


fiſty Years'old, the moſt covetous Miſer 
living, grudging himſelf his Victuals and 


Clothes, although mean enough; nay faſt- 
ed many Times to ſave his Money. He kept 


no more Servants than he had Occaſion for, 


namely a Factor, a Lacquey, and a Moor- 


Slave, who looked to his Mule, and a Maid 
to dreſs his pitiful Victuals. Ee kept his Fa- 
mily ſo ſhort of Proviſions that the People 
wondered any would ſerve him; his wretch- 


ed Humour was the Diſcourſe of the whole 


City; which another would have been 


| aſhamed of, but he only laughed at it, ap- 


C 3 plauding 
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plauding himſelf, and making it his whole 
Buſineſs to heap up W ealth, whereof he had 
Abundance. 

Refina having this Account of him, began 
to conſider all the Circumſtances, and having 
refleted thereon, concluded that he might 
be made an excellent Cully, whom if her 
Beauty could ſmite, as ſhe hoped and ex- 
peed it might, her Condition would be 


better than ever it had been. Marquina 


dwelt without the City in a little Tenement 


he had got of one who owed him ſome Mo- 


ney, which he knew not well how to get in 
otherwiſe ; for he was naturally ſo great a 
Slave to his Profit, that he little minded his 
Pleaſures; fo that is little neat Heuſe came 
to him at an eaſy Rate and in Satisfaction 
ſor his Debt, and ſtood near St. Bernard's 

Monaſlry, in the Midſt of a pleaſant Valley. 


He retired hither out of the City for Cheap- | 


neſs, but had ſo fortified it that he made it 
as ſtrong as a Jail; inſomuch that no 
Thieves, either by Night or Day, could 
make any Breach into it; all the Doors were 
of an extraordinary Thickneſs ; ; the Wink 
dows were ſecured with Iron Bars andG rates, 
and the Walls very high and ſtrong, With- 
in he ſecured it with Fire Arms, which he 
always kept charged, Halberts and Partiſans 
being likewiſe placed near the Gates. He 
was obliged to take one ee more into his 

Retinue, 
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Retinue, that is a Fellow to order his Gar- 


den, and to make the beſt Advantage of it 


he could, a married Man, who ſhould carry. 
the Herbs and Fruits to Market to ſell ; 


ſuchimprovement did his Covetouſneſs make 


of all Things. His Treaſure was diſpoſed 
into a certain ſecret Place behind his Bed, 
where he himſelflay, in ſtrong Iron Cheſts; 
and every Night before he flept, like an 
over-buſy Conſtable, he made ſtiict Search 
in all the Rooms of the Houſe. Thus did 
this wretched Fellow live, though he had no 
Children to ſucceed him, for he had not 


been married, nor never intended it, though 


very advantageous Matches were daily profe 
fered him. | 


.. Rofine had a Deſign to bring this covetous 
Merchant into a Nooſe, and to effect it ſhe 


communicated the Project to a Perſon who 
was a great Proficient in ſuch Affairs, and 
an ancient Acquaintanceof her Father's, Sig- 
nior YTrapaſſa. This Man had aQted ſame 


Cheats at Madrid, which occaſioned him to 


remove to Cadiz, where his ili Practices 
cauſed his Departure from thence to Se vil, 
where he went Jurking up and down, and 
ſpending ſome Money which coſt him more 
Hazard than Pains to get. He was one of 
the moit accompliſhed Perſons in Point of 
Thieving of any of his Time, but very fear- 
ful of falling into the Hands of Juſtice, leſt 
3 C 4 ſome 
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Tome of his former Offences fhould riſe up 


in Judgment againſt him: which were ſuch. 


as had preferred him to the Gallies, where 
he had made anAcquaintance with Trapaſſa, 


and continued it at Sevil. This Man, whoſe 


Name was Garray, Reina took to aſſiſt her 


in compaſſing her Intrigues, Having in- 
ſtructed him in what he had to do, ſhe told 


him that Marquina did not uſually return 
home to his Houſe till about Sun-fet; and 
ſo both of them contrived to paſs by his Gar- 
den, he on a Mule and ſhe on a good 
Horſe; having put off her Mourning and 
put on Arr, Ni with a Hat and Fea- 
ther, as the Sevil Ladies are uſed to be 
equipt, when they are in the Country. 
They paſſed by the Garden juſt as the 


Gardener was opening the Door, Garray 


Form up to him, Friend, ſaid he, here 
* 1s a Lady would'not willingly go into the 
City to Day, if you will afford her Enter- 
tainment this Night, I will ſatisfy you ac- 


6 
- 
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you will thereby prevent a great Misfor- 

tune which we cannot otherwiſe avoid.? 
The Gardener, who was afraid of his Maſ- 
ter's Diſpleaſure, told him he durſt not be 
ſo bold as to receive anv Perſon into his 
Houſe, without his Knowledge, though he 
had not exprelsly forbidden him the doing of 


any 


efire ; beſides, that you 
will do us an extraordinary Kindneſs, for 
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any ſuch Thing. But Garray, who knew 
the Value and Power of Money, took ſome 
out of his Pocket, with which Rofina had 
furniſhed him, and offering it to the Gar- 
dener, here Friend, ſaid he, take this in 
Earneſt of more. The Gardener's Wife 
Jonging to know what Buſineſs they might 
have with her Huſband, comes np to him, 
and ſeeing the Proffers were made him, un- 
dertook to lodge the Gentlewoman in her 
own Room, aſſuring her Huſband their 
Maſter ſhould never know it, in Regard their 
Rooms were at ſome diſtance from his. 
Briefly, the Wife's Argument prevailed, fo 
that the Gardener was content the Lady 
ſhould lodge ſecretly that Night in his Houſe 
upon the Receipt of ſix Rials, which Garray 
gave him as an Earneſt of a greater Sum. 
He therefore took Rofina off her Horſe, and 
brought her into the Garden, where ſhe took 
I.cave of Garray, who had already received 
the Orders, whereof we will give an Ac- 
count hereafter, 

Being come into the Gardenei's Room 
the took off what covered her Face; and 
aſtoniſhed the Gardener and his Wife at the 
Sight of her Beauty, though ſhe ſeemed to 
be very melancholy, as if ſome great Mis- 
fortune had befallen, her, namely, that which 
The had got by heart, and deſigned to relate 
to Marquina, in Caſe ſhe ſnould come to the 

C Sdees 
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Speech of him. The Sun was hardly ſet 
when he came into the Garden, the Negro 
entering a while before to open the Door, 
which he himſelf locked on the Inſide, and 
carried the Key with him. He chanced to 
be that Night a little more weary than or- 
dinary, which occaſioned his going to Bed 
betimes, after he had eat ſome of his Gar- 
den Fruits, with a Piece of Bread, and 
waſhed them down with a Glaſs of Spring 
Water. He only viſited that Part of the 
Houſe where he lodged himſelf, and came 
not to the Gardener's, which commonly 
eſcaped not his privy Search when he thought 
ofit. His Family, which kept more faſting 
Days than ever the Church appointed, ſup- 
ped that Night very ſoberly in Imitation of 
their Maſter, 1 | 

Marguina got up in the Morning betimes, 
and gave his Slave Money to go to Market, 
while he went about his Affairs in the City, 
with Orders to get Dinner ready againſt his 
Return, Rofina was at a Loſs how to com- 
paſs her Deſign, Things not happening ac- 
cording to her ExpeCtation ; but (till waiting 
for an Opportunity, ſhe told her Entectain- 
eſs that ſhe was extremely troubled at her 
Uncle's Stay, as the called Garray, and that 
her Melancholy was upon that Account, 
thoughthe Gardener's Wife, whowasa good 
| 85 hearty 
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hearty Woman, found her all the Diverſion 
ſhe could. 
Marquina came home at Noon, intending 
to dine in his Garden; but hefore he ſat 
down, he would needs take a turn about it, 
to ſee if any Things were amif, and ob- 
ſerving ſome Knots that wanted Boards to 
keep them in order, he went to the Gar- 
dener's to ſee if he could find any fit for his 
Purpoſe. The Gardener's Wife perceiving 
him coming, in all Haſte thruſt Roſina into a 
little back Room, where ſhe herſelf was 
wont to lye ; vet could not do it ſo ſudden- 
ly, but that Marguina coming in, heard the 
Ruffling of the Silk, and faw the Shadow of 
Rona. He ſteps into the Room where ſhe 
was and led her out by the Hand; coming 
into the Light, he was ſurprized at her 
Handſomenets. The Gardener's Wife won. 
dered that her Maſter, inſtead of chiding 
her, as ſhe expected, only aſked her who the 
Lady was; ſhe replied, that the Night be- 
fore paſſing by her Door, with an antient 
Gentleman, who ſeemed as ſorrowful as 
herſelf, they had very earneſtly intreated ſhe 
might lodge there that Nightto avoid a great 
Misfortune that would have happened to 
them, if they had gone any further, 
While the Gardener's Wife was giving 
Marquina this Account, he very attentively 
conſidered the ſtrange Lady, who ſeemed to 
1! be 
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be extremely troubled in Mind, which added 
to the Attractions of her Beauty, 


Marquina was ſo inchanted therewith, that 


diſcarding his unſociable and covetous Hu.. 
mour, he told the Gardener's Wiſe, that 
ſhe had done well in entertaining the Lady, 
though without his Orders, which in ſuch a 


Caſe were not ta be obſerved, where Com- 


Paſſhon and Charity plead for the Relief of 
thoſe that are in Trouble: This Lady,” 
. ſaid he, deſerves a better Reception than 


© ſhe found in your poor Lodgings, I hearti- 


OF ly proffer her the Uſe of my Houſe, if ſhe 
© will honour it with her Prefence.* Roſina 
returned many Thanks for his Civility, and 


intreated him, to allow her the Privacy of 


ſome other Lodging, for the little Time ſhe 
had to ſtay there; as ſhe expected an Un- 
cle of her's to come and fetch her away 
that Night. 

Marquina, who began to be inflamed, was 
ſorry to hear, that her Stay would be fo 
ſhort ; yet, told her that though it were but 


for an Hour, ſhe would extremely oblige 


him in accepting the Offer he made her, 
with ſo much real Affection. She, who ex- 
pected this Event all the while, anſwered, 
that to make ſome Returns for ſuch great 
Obligations, ſhe was ready to wait on him. 
Hereupon ſhe went to Marguine's Span 
ment, whither he led her by the Hand, ws 
| | the 
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the great Satisfa ion of the | Gardener's 
Wife, who admired to ſee her Maſter, ſocon- 


trary to his Nature, in ſuch a pleaſant com- 


plaiſant Humour. As ſhe paſſed through the 
Rooms, ſhe took particular Notice of all 
Things; for though Marquina was of a very 
covetous Temper, yet he ſeemed prodigal in 


the Furniture of his Houſe, which was adorn- 


ed with very rich "Tapeſtry, Chairs ſuitable 


thereto, Cabinets of Ivory and Ebony, and 


many other Rarities brought from tne Weſt- 
Indies, which though they coſt not much 
there, yet are highly valued in Europe, He 
inſtantly commanded his Slave to prepare 


a ſumptuous Dinner, an Employment he 


undertook with great Cheerfulneſs, as know- 
ing he ſhonld fare well by this extraordina- 
ry Liberality of his Maſter, Roma dined 
with him, who treated. her all the while 


with the beſt the Table afforded, making 


many Excufes that he had no better for her. 
After Dinner he conducted her into a 


Room, beautified with a great Number of 


curious Pictures, and a noble Bed of em- 
broidered Velvet, intreated her to repoſe 
herſelf thereon, according to the Spaniſh 
Cuſtom after they have dined, by Reaſon of 


the Heatof the Country. He likewiſe intreat- 


ed her to give ſome Remiſſion to her Grief, 
ſince ſhe might be aſſured, that ſhe ſhould 
be az faſe in his Houſe as in any Sanctuary, 

K and 
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and that ſhe ſhould want nothing which way 
in his Power. She again returned her moſt 


affectionate Thanks, and complying with 


his Deſire, ſtayed alone in the Room where 
Murquina ſlept every Day. He went into 
another, where he laid hinſelt down, much 


| . diſquieted, as being fallen deeply in Love 


with his fair Gueſt, contriving how he might 
induce her to grant his Deſue, which if he 
could effect, he thought he ſhould be the 
happieſt Man in the World. Before he ac- 
quainted her with his Deſign, he was de- 
firous to know the Cauſe of her Diſcompo- 
ſure, and what might occaſion her ſtopping 
at his Garden, that he might thereby diſ- 
cover whether there were any QbſtruQtions 
that might hinder the Accompliſhment 
thereof, He waited: tili ſhe was awake, 
who ſlept not at all, but lay conſidering what 
Anſwer ſhe ſhould make when he came to 
queſtion her. | 

Marquina thinking it was now Time to 
ſpeak to her, in order to the Satisfaction 
of his Curioſity, goes into her Chamber, 
telling her it was a cloudy Day, and he was 
afraid ſhe might have over-ſlept herſelf, 
humbly aſking Pardon for preſuming to 
come into her Apartment. She made him 
many Acknowledgments for the Tenderneis 
he ſhewed for her Health, aſſuring bim, that 


ſhe could have no Refreſhment, the Trouble 


ſhe 
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me was in not permitting her to take any 

Reſt. He intreated her no longer to con- 
ceal the Cauſe of her Diſquiet, and renew- 
£d the Offers he made to ſerve her to the ut- 
moſt of his Ability. Having returned him 
Thanks, and thinking it was now Time to 


make ſome Progreſs in herPlot, ſhe gavehim 


the following Relation of her Adventures : 
4 Granada, one of the moſt famous and 


eminent Cities in Spain is the Place of my 


Birth. My Parents, whom it is not material 
to name, are of the moſt antient and noble 
Families in all the Mountains of Old Caſtile, 
and the whole Iſſue of their Matrimony, was 
only a Brother of mine and myfelf, My 
Brother ſpent the youthſul part of his Life in 
courting of Ladies, and among other young 


Perſons like himſelf, played ſomelewdPranks, 


which obliged him, ſor fear of falling into 


the Hands of Juſtice, to abſent himſelf from 
| Granada, As for my Part, I made it my 


Buſinefs, to ſerve and honour thoſe who had 
brought me into the World. I employed 
the Lay at my Needle, not taking Example 
from my Companions, who only minded 
their Divertiſements; nay, I was ſo ignorant 
of what Love meant, that I laughed at what- 
ever related thereto, and thought thoſe that 


waſted their Time in Courtſhips, and enter- 
taining thoſe they called their Gallants, little 


betier than ſo many diſtrated Perſons. But 
1 Love 
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Love it ſeems would puniſh this Contempt of 
mine, and you ſhall hear in what Manner, 
% My Father and Mother being one Day 
going to viſit a Friend of theirs in the Coun- 
try, who had buried his Wife not long before, 
I heard in the Street the claſhing of Swords, 
as if ſome Gentlemen were a fighting; I 
looked out of the Window to ſee what was 
the Matter; I had never been guilty of ſuch 
a Curioſity before, und it is my Unhappineſs 


that I did not avoid it then; for 1 ſhould not 


now be relating my Misfortunes, which are 
ſuch that I never remember them without 
"Tears, { there ſaw, to my Sorrow, three 


Men with their Swords drawnfighting againſt | 


one, who defended himſelf with fo much 


Courage, that he not only made his Party 


good a long Time againſt ſo many Enemies, 
but alſo wounded two of them in the Head, 


he himſelf having received only a ſlight Hurt. 


Theſe three Bullies finding themſelves ſo 


* warmly attacked by one Perſon, reſolved 


to do their utmoſt to diſpatch him; ſo that 


F _ exaſperated by their Wounds and the Diſ- 
grace, they preſfed-him fo hard that he was 
forced to retreat into'one of our Gates, where 


they gave him two ſeveral Thruſts into the 


Breaſt; upon which he fell, and was leſt for 


dead. Moved with. Compaſſion to ſee ſuch 
an: young Man fo diſadvantageouſ] yaſ- 


8 wolte, 
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faulted, I came down to the Gate, calling 
my Maids about me to ſee what might be 


done for his Relief, our Houſe being in an 


obſcure Street, and very few appearing at 
the Noiſe we made, and thoſe unarmed, fo 
that they were unable to part them. We 


brought the young Man in, locked the Doors, 


and a Surgeon was inſtantly called. His 
Wounds were ſo deſperate, that we thought 
beſt to pnt him to Bed in a ground Room 
where my Brother uſed to lye. 

„Ahe young man thanked me very civilly 
for this Favour, but alas ! that good Office, 
begun in Compaſſion, ended in Love. The 
Surgeon viewed his Wounds, but could not 
at preſent give any certain Judgment of 
them, though he whiſpered me in the Ear 


that he judged them mortal. This Word 


ſtruck me to the Heart, for having ſeen him 
figbt ſo valiantly, I muſt needs acknowledge 
that L had an inclination for him; but his 
kind Fxpreſſione afterwards, his s gentle Man- 
ner of acknowledging my Kindneſs, and the 
Obligations I had laid upon bim, raiſed it 


into a perfect Love. My Father and Mo- 
ther returned from their Viſit, and before 
they came home, were told by one of their 


Neighbours what had happened to a Perſon 
of Quality in their Abſence, and that I put 


a' Period to the Quarrel he had with three 


Bravos, by receiving the wounded Party 
into 
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into their Houſe out of Charity, to prevent 
his being murdered by his Enemies. When 
they ſaw. the young Gentleman they com. 
mended the charitable Office I had done in 
ſuch an Extremity, they being Perſons who 


' embraced all Opportunities to exerciſe their 


Kindneſs to the diſtreſſed, They bid the 
young Man take Heart, aſſuring him he 


ſhould want nothing the Houſe could afford. 


Upon which I ſpent moſt of my Time in 


waiting on him, who was afterwards the 


Cauſe, of all the Troublesand Afflictions that 
now lie ſo heavy upon me. At the ſecond 
Dreſſing, the Surgeon aſſured mehis Wounds 
were not dangerous, which occaſioned much 
Joy in our Family, but to me in particular, 
who became every Day more paſſionately in 


Love with him. As often as I could get out 


of my Father's Sight, I went to paſs away 
the Time in his Chamber, for which Favour 
he made me extraordinary Acknowledgments. 
The young Cavalier was born at Pam- 
palona, and one of the moſt eminent Perſons 
in the City. His Buſineſs at Granada was to 
proſecute a Lawſuit againſt a very power- 
ful Perſon, who, finding little Juſtice on his 
Side in a Cauſe of great Importance, and 


tho? he made [Intereſt in Court, the Judges 


muſt paſs Sentence againſt him, would put 
a Period to the Suit the ſureſt Way, and rid 
himſelf of his Adverſary, by employing n | 
| "2M 
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of his own menial Servants to. murder him. 


It was a Month before Leonardo (ſo was the 
wounded Man called) got out of his Bed, 


„having all that Time been attended by me 


with the greateſt Tenderneſs and Care. The 


ſecond Day after hi getting up, he had the 


Opportunity to diſcourſe with, me; for my 
Mother was gone abroad upon a Viſit, 
wherein I did nat accompany her, having 
more Mind to ſtay at Home with my young 
Gallant, He dijcovered his Sentiments to 
me ſo warmly, and gave me ſuch Aſſurances 
of his Affe ion, that it raiſed no leſs Love 
in me towards him; inſomuch, that there 


paſſed mutual Promiſes of Fidelity between 


us. All this while I knew nothing of my 
Father's beingthenupona Treatyof Marriage 
between me and a Gentleman of Granada, 
who was exceeding defirous to enter into our 
Alliance, while was very well ſatisfied with 


thé Choice I myſelf had made. Leonardo 


coming to hear the Pretenſions the other 
made to me, was not a little concerned, but 


| the only Remedy was Patience, in regard 
be would make no Diſcovery of his Eſtate, 


till the Lawſuit was ended, which, he hoped, 
would ſhortly be, and I in the mean Time 
endeavoured to perfuade my Father not to 
be over-haſty in concluding my Marriage 
with the Granadine. 

PE i its, 60 Leonardo 
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Leonardo being perfectly cured, and re- 


quiting the Kindneſs and handſome Enter- 
tainment he had received at our Houſe, with 


many conſiderable Preſents, returned to his 


own Quarters, to bring the Buſineſs to a 
final End. For my Part, my Troubles in- 
creaſed more upon me, for my Father never 
giving me any Notice of i it, as if J had been 
a Perſon not at all concerned, concluded the 


Contract with the Granadine, and gave him 


his Word he ſhould marry me; when I 
came to underſtand it, I was ſo diſturbed 


in my Mind, that I regarded nothing ! was 


about ; this new Servant of mine, who ex- 
pected e' er long to beemy Maſter, came to 
give me a Viſit, but was ſoon ſatisfied that 
he had reckoned without his Hoſteſs; for 
having flattered himſelf into a fooliſh Imagi- 
nation that he ſhould have found the kindeſt 
Reception in the World from me, he met 
with ſuch a Repulſe, that. he concluded it 
muſt rather proceed from an Averſion, than 
any Indifference I had for him. And know- 
ing the wounded Leonardo had ſome Time 
lodged in our Houſe, he preſumed my Diſ- 
dain of him proceeded from the Love I had 
for that Gentleman, The Jealouſy which 
he conceived upon this Preſumption, induced 


him to make Trial of all the Ways he could 
imagine to be aſſured of it, ſo that he might 
not do any Thing whereof he ſhould after- 

Wards 
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wards repent; which if all hot Spirits would 
conſider, it might prevent many groundleſs 
Quarrels. I was in an extraordinary Per- 


* plexity during theſe Tranſactions. I ac- 


quainted Leonardo with my Condition, who 
came to ſee me that Night, and at length 
we agreed that I ſhould leave my Father's 
Houle the Night following, and go to ſome 
of his Relations, where we might be ſecret- 
ly married. | 

«© The expected Hour being come, un- 
happy Hour to me, conſidering the many 
Misfortunes I have ſuffered ſince; as my 


| Deareſt and I were going out of the Houle, 


and croſſing another Street, we met my jea- 
lous Servant, who had ſpent ſome Nights to 
diſcover what he now found too true, He 
preſently knew us, and being attended by his 
Servants, fell upon Leonardo, never thinking 
of any ſuch Surpriſe; ſo that before he had 
Time to draw his Sword, he received three 
mortal Wounds, and fell down dead, with- 
out ſpeaking a word, The Noiſe the Mur- 
derers made, occaſioned the Neighbours to 


come out with their Light, upon the Ap- 
pearance whereof they retired to prevent be- 


ing diſcovered. By this Time there was 4 
great Stir at my Father's, for my being 
miſſed ; while I was in a Manner dead, to 
fee my Love lying Breathleſs at my Feet. 
Being a little recovered, I thought it not 

. | convenient. 
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convenient to ſtay in the Street after ſuch an 


Accident, ſo I went in all Haſte to a Friend's 
Houle ot my Father's, an aged Perſon, and 


very poor, to whom I related what had be- 


fallen me, and how much it concerned me 
not to ſtay any longer at Granada; where- 
upon getting a Horſe, he mounted me there- 
on, and brought me t6 the next Village, 
where he got another, and came froin theace 
hither to avoid the Fury of my Father, who, 
accompanied by Officers, makes a Search 
after me, as I have underſtood by the Way. 


For that Reaſon I thought it not ſafe for us 


to go into Sevil as ſoon as we came hither, 
but that I had better conceal myſelf in form: 
Place near it. It was the Pleaſure of For- 
tune to du ect me to this Habitation of your”s, 
into which, upon my extraordinary Intreatie:, 
your Gardener ventured to receive me this 
laſt Night, Thus, Sir, you have the Stor 
of a wretched Maid, if there ever was an 45 
whoſe only Comtort now is in the kind Eu 
tertainment you are pleaſed to afford mr, 


and 1 doubt not but your Charity will be 


requited, ſince there can be none mor: 
great than to relieve ſuch as are afflicted. 


and perſecuted in that deplorable Manner ay 


I am.” 


This romantic and diſmal Tale which R 
fina had invented, and got by Heart, was 


concluded with aShower of Cr ocodile Tears, 
| | which 
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| which raiſed ſuch Compaſſion in Marguina, 


that he himſelf could not forbear weeping- 
The ſubtle Cheat perceiving that he gave 
Credit to her feigned Story, and that Love 
began to enter at the Breach which Com- 


paſſion had made in his Heart, was en- 


couraged to proſecute her Deſign, which ſhe 
now ſeemed almoſt confident to bring to 
Effect. They continued ſome Time toge- 
ther, ſhe ſobbing and crying as if it had 
been for a Wager, and he uſing his utmoſt 
Endeavours to comfort her ; which yet came 
not up ta the Height of propoſing a Remedy, 
as ſhe could have wiſhed, for he had not yet 
abandoned his covetous Humour. 

Having with much Niceneſs and Attention 


conſidered the great Beauty of Roſina, with 
her Afflictions and ſtrange Adventures, he 


conciuded that this Happineſs was as it were 
fallen into his Mouth, as a ſignal Addition 
to his former Proſperity. This was the firſt 
Time that ever Love attacked Marquina's 
Heart, and therefore ated more violently. 
Is Marguina fallen in Love? He muſt needs 
then be liberal. Hath he entertained Roſina 
into his Houſe ? That Kindneſs will be the 
deareſt to him that ever he had. O Love, 
what Diſpoſitions doſt thou not change, and 
what Heart is ſo hard, that it is not in thy 
Power to ſoften? Love hath changed the 
Temper of this inſatiable Mifer, who had 

caſt 
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_ caſt off all Senſe of Humanity to his neareſt 


Relations, into a liberal and magnificent 


Lover, He is extremely ſmitten with Re/ma, 
he is paſſionately in Love with her; and ſhe 


will, e're long, be Miſtreſs of his Heart and 


Wealth too. She related many improbable 
'Things in her Story, which might have be- 
trayer her, had not the Affection wherewith 
Marguina harkened to her cloſed both his 
Eyes and Ears; nay, he was ſo bewitched by 
this Paſſion, that he would have believed 
more unlikely Things than theſe. 

The Effect of this dole ful Narration of 


Roſina was, that Marquina aſſured her of all 
the Favour and Affection ſhe could expect 


from him, even his Eſtate, Life, Heart, and 
Soul, making her the abſolute Miſtreſs of 
all he was poſſeſſed of; intreating her to 
forget her Misfortunes, and to be confident 


| ſhe was in an Houſe where ſhe might com- 


mand, and all her Orders ſhould be ſtrictly 
obeyed, as far as it was in his Power, 


 Rofina returned him many Thanks for his 


generous Offers, concluding her Compli- 
ments with a treſh Shower of Tears; which 
ſhe had at Command whenever ſhe pleaſed 
or ſtood in Need of them. 


| With theſe Artifices, ſhe became Miſtreſs 
of Marquina, and all he had, ſo that ſhe 


might diſpoſe of him and) it as ſhe pleaſed. 
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Her Beauty had wounded him and he was 
mighty defirous to try whether ſhe would be 
as willing to cure him. But he cannot con- 
trive how to acquaint her with his Malady. 
He reſolved at laſt that if he could not pre- 
vail upon her by Submiſſions and Preſents, 
he would uſe the laſt Remedy, which was 
to marry her. This is a Bait that many 


Times catches the moſt ſubtle of that Sex; 


but he that uſes it has Cauſe molt commonly 
to repent. Reſina had no other Deſign than 
to examine the Cheſts of the greedy Mer- 
chant, and would be no Way engaged till 
ſhe was ſecure of the Prize ; for the raſcally 
Trick Ruperis had played her, made her ex- 
treme diſtruſtful. | 

Margruina ftaid all the Day in his Garden, 
and neglected his Buſineſs in the City; but 
next Morning, leaving his Lady aſleep, he 


takes his Mule, and goes about his ordinary 


Occaſions, having charged the Gardener's 
Wife to provide a good Breakfaſt for his 
Miſtreſs as ſoon as ſhe was awake, and to 
have a Care of the Houſe. He locked the 
Chamber Door where his Money was, and 
as he went out commanded the Gardener 
not to ſuffer any one to come inte his Gar- 
den, but the old Man that brought T keodora 
thither, for that was the Name the h-pocri- 
tical Reſina had given herlelf, : 

OW! + hat He 
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He then went away, attended by a little 
Negro, to whom he gave Money to buy 
Proviſion for Dinner. Reina got up, and 
the Gardener's Wife punQually performed 
the Orders ſhe had received from herMaſter, 
treating her the beſt ſhe could, that ſo all 
the Servants might be Partakers of this Mag- 


nificence. Roſian comes down into the Gar. 


den, where ſhe took Occaſion to commend 


the Walks and Contrivances of it, for the 


Gardener kept it in good Order, and well 
furniſhed with Herbs, Fruits, and Flowers. 

Finding the Sun beginning to grow hot, 
the went into the Houſe, where meeting 


with a Lute, on which Marquina's Factor 


was wont to play, ſhe put it in Tune, and 
made that her Entertainment till Marguina 
returned ſrom the City, who hearing her 
play on it, was wonderſully pleaſed to find 


one Perfection in her more than he knew be- 


fore. She perceiving that Marquina hearken- 


ed to the Muſic, joined her Voice to the 


Inſtrument, to enchant him more if poſſible, 
than he was already. She ſung fo ſweetly 
that Marguina was raviſhed at the Muſic, 
ſo that he made her this high Compliment, 
that he could not imagine it to be the Voice 
of any mortal Creature, but rather that of 


gn Angel deſcended from above; and com- 


ing towards her tranſported with Joy, how, 
ſays he, hath my poor Habitation been ho- 
| noured 
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noured by your Retirement into it, moſt 
adorable Theodora ? What Happineſs hath 


your Arrival bleſt me with, who never knew 


any before? What Felicity have I received 
in beholding your tranſcendent Beauty, and 
to obſerve in you a Thouſand unknown Ex- 
cellencies, which I could not diſcover at firſt 
Sight? I 

Lou preſs too hard upon me, dear Sir, 


replies the counterfeit T heodora, and put me 


to the Bluſh with your exceſſive Praiſes; IL 
am not ſuch a Stranger to myſelf, but that I 
muſt account it Flatery, to beſtow ſuch _ 


extraordinary Commendations on a Perſon 


that deſerves ſo lutle; had I miſtruſted you 


had heard me, I would have deferred. my 


Diverſion to another Time, ſince probably 
my Voice may ſeem untunable to you, com- 
pared to the excellent Songſters in this City; 


unleſs generous Natures have an Inclination 


to favour Perſons of mean Performances, and 
perſuade them that their Accompliſhments 
exceeded what indeed they are, No more 
Complimen'sI beſeech you, dear Lady, ſays 
Marquina, new raiſed up to the higheſt Pitch 
of beſotted Love; my Expreſſions proceed 
from my Heart, and I can aſſure you, Ma- 
dam, that though I have heard celebrated 
23 at Sevil, yet your's is beyond any of 
them. 805 | | 
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Your moſt humble Servant, ſays R/. na, 
the Honour you are pleaſed to allow me, 
makes me heartily wiſh that my poor Abili 
ties might find you ſome further Diverſion 
with this Inflrument, ſince you acknowledge 
yourſelf ſo much ſatisfied therewith; but 
my Troubles are ſo great and preſſing, that! 
only minded my own Faſe in what! did. ] 
mult ſee. your Sorrows at an End, replies 
Marquina, before you leave this Houle, let 
me intreat you, therefore, ſweet Lady, if you 
cannot abſolutely free your Mind from ru- 
minating upon your Afflictions, yet to con- 
deſcend to a ſhort Ceſſation of them. This 
renewing of your Kindneſs, ſays ſhe, muſt 
needs extremely oblige me, and conſequent- 
ly force me to a grateful Compliance with 
your. Commands, as far as lies in my 
Power ; but I cannot promiſe it you ſo fully 
as you wiſh ; becauſe that the Perſon who 
brought me hither, ſeems to have forgot that 
he was to return and fetch me away; other- 
| wiſe he would have found ſome 50 to 
bave given me à Viſit once in three Days. 
Let not that create you any Troubles, replies 
the generous Merchant, but rather! imagine 
there may be ſome juſt Cauſe tor his Ne- 
get; I am ſomewhat apprehenſive, ſays 
e, that he may be retured to Granada, 
for Fear, leſt being miſſed, he ſhould be 
queſtioned as —_ to my Ficape ; yl 
this 
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this would prove the greateſt of all my Mis- 
fortunes, for it he he gone, he hath carried 
all I had along with him. Never fear that, 
cries Marquina, for he muſt hav more Com- 
paſſion than to forſake you in ſo great an 
Extremity ; but though he and all others fail 
you, aſſute yourſelf I ſhall not, and I im- 
plore you to believe this my ſincere Proteſta- 
tion, that I am ſo paſſionately your Servant, 
that I cannot think myſelf the ſame Perſon I 
was before I ſaw you. 1 

He then proceeded to make an abſolute 
Diſcovery of his Love to her; but the cun- 
ning Gipſey pretended ſhe did not underſtand . 
his Meaning, returned him a civil Anſwer 
tothe Proffers he made her; repeating her 
former Acknowleògments for his Kindneſs, 
and not doubting the Performance of what 
he, out of his natural Goodneſs, was pleaſed 
to promiſe her. Dinner wds now come in, 
and they both ſat down ; the Entertainment 
was very noble and ſuitable to the Love of 
the Founder, who ſeemed to have baniſhed 
all Buſineſs and Avarice out of his Mind. 
' Rofma and Garray had agreed together, 
that he ſhould come to her when he was 
ſure the old Merchant was abroad, and that 
He ſhould diſguiſe himſelf like a Beggar, ſo 
as not to be known, nor any Suſpicion might 
de conceived by him. She had contrived 
teveral Ways to defraud the Merchant of 

1 22 ſome 
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ſome part of his Treaſure, but could fix on 
none that ſhe thought might prove effeQual, 
the Room wherein it was locked up being 
ſtrongly fortified, but at length ſhe cunning: 
Iy diſcovered the Place where the wretched 
Miſer hid the Keys of his Iron Chefts. 
Marquina went as uſual into the City, 
which being obſerved by Garray, he comes 
to the Houſe in Beggar's Weeds, with two 
Crutches. Being got under the Window 
where Roſina looked out, he begged an Alms 
of her. She threw down ſomething, and 
aſked him from whence he came, who an- 
ſwering from Granada, ſhe ſcemed extreme 
glad, and turning to the Gardener's Wife, 
ſays ſhe, let us go down into the Garden; 
this poor Fellow is come out of my Country, 
and I ſhould fain have ſome Diſcourſe with il 
him, to know what News he hath brought 
from thence. The poor Woman ſuſpeting || 
nothing, made no Difficulty to let her go 
into the Garden. Roſma aſked him how 
long it was ſince he left Granada, he replied 
nine or ten Days; ſhe continued her Quel- 
tions ſo long, that the Gardener's Wite, 
weary of their Diſcourſe, and having ſome- 
what elle to do, left them, Being rid of her, 
they conſulted what was to be put in Execu- 
tion the Night following, and agreed what 
Courſe they were to take to poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of Marguina's money, 
| | | This 
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This done, Garray departed, and Roſina 
went to her Chamber, telling the Gardener's 
Wiſe, that ſhe had underſtood ſo much 
from the poor Fellow concerning her Affairs, 
that ſhe ſhould ſhortly return into her own 
Country: The Gardener's Wife and the 
Maid were not very well ple aſed to hear that 
News, fearing their Maſter, after her De- 
parture, ſhould reſume his niggardly Hu- 
mour, and keep as miſerable an Houſe as 


he had done betore, nay, perhaps, put him- 


ſelf and all his Servants to a greater Penance 

in their Diet, to ſave what he had ſquander- 

ed away during her Abode there. 
Marquina, upon his return home at Night, 


found Raſina more cheerful than at any Time 


before, which encouraged him to acquaint 
her more freely of his Love than he had 
done before, and to aſſure her of the Diſ- 
quiet he had been in upon her Account. 
Reſira ſeemed pleaſed therewith, and by her 
Familiarity, gave him ſome Hopes of ſeeing 
his Deſires ſatisfied: Upon this Preſumption, 


he preſented her with a Diamond Ring, 


which coft him above one Hundred Crowns. 
The Lady gave him many Thanks for ſo 
noble a. Prejent; and in Requital, played 


him a Leſſon on the Lute, to which ſhe ſung. 


ſome new Airs, though ſhe complained that 
the Inftrument was out of Tune: However, 
Marquina was ſo pleaſed with the Har- 
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mony, that he promiſed her a better Preſent 
next Day, expecting 40 oblige her thereby 
to grant him the Favour he ſo earneſtly ex- 
pected; though in the mean while, Ro/ina 
employed all her Thoughts in contriving how 
to compaſs the Robbery ſhe intended. 

The next Day Garray, who was well ex- 


perienced in ſuch Affairs, procured ſome 


others of the ſame Profeſſion to aſſiſt him in 
the Work; and having obſerved Marguina 
going into his Houſe, they ſtayed till he was 
gone to Bed, which was ſomewhat late; for 
ERoſina, who held a Correſpondence with 

them, had purpoſely kept him up. About 
Midnight Garray and his Comrades brought 
a Thing in the Shape of a Man, ſtuffed 
with Straw, with a Cloak which covered his 
Face, and planted it on a Stake over againſt 
the principal Window towards the Garden, 
which was that Part of the Houſe where 
Marguina lodged. The Night was ſome- 
What dark, and proper for their Plot. Hav- 


ing thus placed the Figure, they knocked ſo 


loud at the Door; that it might have been 
heard from one End of the Garden to the 
other. Marquina, awaked thereby, leaped 
out of his Bed, being ſurpriſed at what had 
never happened to him before, He called 
to his Servant, and bid him fee who knock- 
&; he, between ſleeping and waking, went 
and cried, 25 loud as he could, who "knocks 


there? 
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there? But nobody anſwering, and he nod 
minding the Figure that ſtood ne ar the Walls 
told tis Nlaſter there was nobody. 

Marguina thereupon got into Bed again, 
and compoſed himſelf to Reſt, but it was 
ſoon interrupted; for Garray knocked more 
violently than before, which ſo aſtoniſhed 
him, that he ſent his Man the ſecond Time 
to know what the Matter was; who return- 
ing with the ſame Account, that he could 
ſee nobody, Marguina got up himſelf, and 
calls out of the Window, Who knocks at 
the Door thus wnfeaſonably ?? No Anſwer 
being made, he grew, more enraged, but 
looking a little more ſtoutly about the Houſe 
than his Servant had done, he perceived the 
Figure planted before his Window, Mar- 
quina was extremely ſurpriſed at the Sight of 
the Perſon who had made that great Diſ- 
turbance, and yet gave him no Anſwer; and 
aſſuming more Courage than he was natu- 
rally Maſter of, he boldly cried out, Tis 

baſely done of you, Sir, to abuſe me thus, 
you ſhall find that I am a Perſon that «ll 
not-ſuffer ſuch Affronts; pray walk about 
your Buſineſs, and do not affront, me any 
more, except you think yourſelf invulner- 
able, and that a Brace of Bullets will ma 
no lmpreſſion on your*enchanted Skin.” 
Having made this Bravado, he ſhut the 
Window and went to Bcd; but he was hard- 
ws 


o 
. 
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ly warm in it, when the knocking was re- 
newed with more Violence than before, 
which obliged him to take a Muſquet- that 
he always kept by him charged for the Se- 
curity of his Money, Opening the Window, 
| he found the Image continued in the ſame 
F Poſture; © What Impudence is this in you, 
© ſaid he, very much enraged, to do Mif- 
© chief only for the Sake of Miſchief, in 
* diſturbing my Reſt, without any Benefit 
to yourſelt; it is unpardonable and de- 
* ſerves exemplary Puniſhment ;? Where- 
upon, cocking his Piece, he aimed at him; 
and the other never ſtirring, as it were, out 
of a Preſumption that he had no Fire-arms 
to make good his 'Threatenings, he gave him 
Notice a third Time, that he would provoke. 
him to that which he was unwilling to do: 
At length, obſerving that he did not regard 
| any Thing he ſaid, he reſolved to give Fire, 
not only to fright him, but to hit him; he 
"ſhot, and the Figure fell to the Ground ; 
upon which Garray, who was not far off, 
cries out with a doleful Voice, O I am 
Killed! and immediately he. and his Crew 
made a great Noiſe, at the Sight of a Man 
ſo unfortunately killed. | | 
- Marguina was wonderfully concerned for 
what he had done, covetous Perſons being 
generally cowardly, and ſoon frighted at the 
Thoughts of any Loſs. He ſhut the Win. 


dow 
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dow, and in a great Fright waking Reſina, 
who had greater Things in her Head than 
to mind ſleeping, acquainted her with what 
he had done. She ſeemed as much troubled 
at it as he, and much blamed him for exe- 
cuting ſo cruel a Reſolution ; for ſince he 
knew himſelf to be ſafe enough in his own 
Houſe, he might have ſuffered them to knock 
till they had been weary; and had better 
have endured that Noiſe, than to bring him- 
ſelf into ſo much Danger by killing a Man; 
adding ſeveral other Reaſons, which ſo con- 
founded poor Marguina, that he knew not 


what to do: She adviſed him, for his Safety, 


to take Sanctuary immediately at St. Ber- 
nard's Monaſtry, ſince if the dead Perſons 
were found at his Door, he would be cer- 
tainly ſent to Priſon, as being murdered ſo 
near his Houſe. Marquina was ſo perplexed, 
that he wiſhed he had never been born; and 


no Queſtion, had not Roſina been highly 


concerned to diſſemble upon this Occaſion, 
ſhe muſt needs have died with Laughing, as 
being privy to the whole Intrigue. He 
called up his People, telling them what had 
happened, who all blamed him for commit- 


ting ſoraſh an Action, which made the poor 


old Dotard almoſt mad. He imagined him- 
ſelf already apprehended, his Money carried 
away, and but a ſhort Time between him 
and the Gallows; at leaſt if he were obliged 
he ns 


——— 
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by Fortune to acknowledge the Crime; 


never conſidering that it was juſtifiable for 2 
one Man tc kill another in his own Defence. 4 
At laſt he reſolved to go to St. Bernarc's, Da 
but knew not how to dipoſe of his Money, 


Ile thought it not prudent to leave it at the 
N Diſcretion of his Servants, or to carry it to ws 
a Friends Houſe, if he had any, (for Perlons his 
of his Humour have very few) he had not up 
2. | H 
In this Diſtraction he deſired Roſina's Ad- lo 
vice; ſhe ſeemed very much diſturbed, and fo 
no leſs fearful than he, pretended ſhe could WWF Ii 
not give him any; but after a little Pauſe, V 
ſhe gave him that Counſel which ſhe had tc 
prepared long before, aſking him what Mo- fc 
ney he had in the Houle: He ingenuuully h 
confeſſed that he had about four thouſand f. 
Crowns in Gold, and about half that in h 
Silver. Pil tell you what I would do, (ſaid v 
the ſubile Baggage) were I in your Caſe; | 
ſince it cannot be carried to a Friend's Houle ] 
without being ſeen, I would bury it in the \ 
Garden in ſome Place where you may find 
it afterwards, by felting ſome Mark near it. 
This you muſt do yourſelf, not ſuffering your 
Servants to know any Thing of it, leſt they 
ſhould be tempted to prove falſe to you; for 
the Times are now fo bad that one does not 
know who to truſt. I would aſſiſt you here- 
in, and keep your Council, but that I am 
afraid 
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afraid when the Search comes to be made, 
and I am left here, T ſhall be the firſt taken; 
and I would be loth to run myfelf into 
Danger, having but juſt eſcaped that Trou- 


ble I bave acquainted you with.” 


In the midſt of his Calamities, Marquine 
was grieved to perceive by the Diſcourſe of 
his Miſtreſs that ſhe was much diſturbed 
upon his Account, and what he laid much to 
Heart was, that he ſaw himſelf in Danger of 
loſing her. This Conſideration not 2 
forced Tears from his Eyes, but made him 
likewiſe uſe bitter Exclamations againſt the 
Malice of his Fortune. Rofma deſired him 
to be of good Courage, perſuading him to 
follow her Advice, and to hope the beſt. 80 
having commanded his Servants togo to their 
ſeveral Chambers, and not flir from thence, 
he and Reſina, whom only he durſt truſt, 
went to the Place where his Money was; it 
lay in an huge Cheſt, covered over with Iron 
Bars, and the Keys were ſo artificial, that it 
was impoſſible to counterfeit them, or to get 
a Piece thence, otherwiſe than by the Plot 
invented by our cunning Robber. 

They firſt took out all the Silver, and 
then put the Gold into a large Box; bringing 
all into the Garden, they made two Holes 
at ſome Diſtance one from the other; in one 
they putthe Ig in the other the Gold, 


ſetting 
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ſetting a Mark that they might find the Place 
again. Marguina took along with him two 
Hundred Crowns in Gold, and gave Rona 
fifty to. ſhift for herſelf till the Buſineſs was 
accommodated. 535 
That done, they went up into the Houſe, 
where they might ſee ſeveral Perſons walking 
with Lights, Gorey and his Comrades being 
there, who repreſented the Magiſtrate, which 


* * 


1 Roſinaſhewing him, perſuaded himto make all 


the haſte he could to St. Bernard's. To do 
this, they got over the Garden Wall, being 
afraid to open the Door, for they perceived 
the Actors of this Tragi- comedy kept a 
Watch there with ſuch Decorum, as if they 
had been really the Officers of Juſtice. All 
Marquina's Family followed him over the 

Wall, fearing they might come into 'Trouble | 
for their Maſter's Fault. Marqguina and his 
Lady lurked ſomewhere thereabout, till it 
wasDay, that they might find the Monaſtery 
Gates open. Garay was hard by, to obſerve 
what became of Marquina and his People; 
finding he had left his Houſe, and got into 
the Sanctuary with Roſina, he went about an 


Hour after Sun-rifing to St. Bernard's in the 
Habit of a Secular Prieſt, that he might the 
better ſpeak with Roſina. She told him how 


Matters ſtood, that they had buried the Mo- 
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ney in the Garden, and that it was all in 
Silver, intending to reſerve all the Gold for 
herſelf. | 
Rofma came out of the Monaſtery, and 
diſguiſed in Man's Clothes, met with Garay 
and one of his Companions about Midnight; 
all three went to the Garden; they helped 
her over the Wall firſt, to go and ſee whe- 
ther any Body were in the Houſe, but they 
were all vanifhed, as if it were infeted.— 


She thereupon called Garay and his Compa- 


nion, and having taken up the Silver, they 
carried it to one of the fartheſt Inns in the 
Suburbs, Having been merry a while, and 


| drank their own Healths, and to the lucky 


Succeſs of their future Deſigns, they went 
to Bed, the two Men together, and Reſina 
by herfelf. As ſoon as ſhe found they were 
aſleep, ſne puts on the ſame Habit, and 


returns to the Garden; ſhe took up the Box 


of Gold, and without any Diſaſter, got ſafe 
to the Inn before her Companions were 
awake. 'The next Day having divided the 
Silver, of which ſhe and Garay had the 
greateſt Share, ſhe ſewed up the Goldin her 
Clothes, and left Sevil, taking Garay along 
with her, who being ſenſible what Advan- 
tages he might gain in her Company, re- 
ſolved to run Fortunes with her. They took 


[ | their Way towards Madrid, to which Place 
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they will arrive by that Time we ſhall ſee 
what became of arquina, whom weleftin 


St. Bernard's Monaſtery, Having continued retu 
there four Days after Roſina left him, he him 
knew not what to think of her, that ſhe hon 
came not again according to her Promiſe. wol 
He addreſſed himſelf to one of the Monks, mu 
who had much Acquaintance in the City, hirr 
and intreated him to inquire whether there Th 
were any Proceedings againſt him for the his 
Murder he had committed. The Fryar, Ms 
promiſed to give him an Account of it ; he bei 
accordingly inquired at all Places, where he ſelt 
might moſt probably know any Thing of the Ju 
Buſineſs, but no Body could give him any me 
Satisfaction, not having heard any Thing of WM tol 
it. He thereupon aſſured Margquina he might | 
ſafely go abroad, and need fear nothing; he | aft 
went out one Night to a Friend's Houſe, Se 
whom he acquainted with all that had paſſed, no 
as alſo the great Perplexity he was in, de- tio 
Gringhim ta make a more particular Scrutiny WI 
into the Affair, than he thought the Monk | al 
had done. He did fo, and gave him the = fe 
ſame Account as the other; yet would not fo 
that ſatisfy him, but defired his Friend to 5 
go to his Houſe, whereof he gave him the | th 
chief Key. He went, but found no Body in w 
it,and his Mule dead for Want of Food. He FF w 


returns | W 
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returns with the News to Marguine, adviſing 
him to come out of the Monaſtery, and go 


home, and thence about the City as he was 
wont to do. The Death of his Mule did not 
much trouble him, ſo glad was he to find 
himſelf once more at Liberty; the only 
Thing that gave him any Diſquiet was, that 
his Theodora came not to ſee him. But he 
imagined that the Cauſe of it might be, that 
being a young Virgin, ſhe had ſheltered her- 
ſelf 7 oi FA to keep out of the Hands of 
Juſtice; or that haply ſhe might have been 
met with by her Father, who, as ſhe had | 
told him, fought after her. 
He went to his Houſe, whither came ſoon 
after, the Gardener, his Wife, and the other 
Servants. He goes into the Garden, and 
notwithſtanding all the Terror and diſtrac- 
tion he had beenin, remembered the Place 
where he had hid his Money, and was not 
a little glad to find the Mark where he had 


ſet it; ſothat before he went to Bed he re- 
ſolved to ſecure his Treaſure in its former 


Citadel. As ſoon as it was dark, he took 
the Gardener, and a Lantern and Candle 
with bim, and goes firſt where the Silver 
was, and bids him dig; he did fo, but there 
was nothing to be found, whereat Marquina 
was wonderfully ſurpriſed. He went thence 
to the Place wheie they had laid the Gold, 
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and there met with as little; only Ro/ine 


knew what was become of all. He walked 
ſeveral Turns about the Garden with much 
Vexation, imagining the Marks might be 
diſplaced; but what with looking for them, 
and what with digging, the Midnight came; 


ſo that at laſt, deſpairing of finding any 
5 Thing, he behaved himſelf like a diſtracted 
Perſon. The Gardener knew not what he 
looked for, nor for what he had brought 


him thither. The poor Man reſolved to 


have a little Patience, and to make freſh 


Search in the Morning, having ſtilf ſome 
Hopes of finding what he had hid. He 
went to Bed, or rather to lie down in inſuf- 


ferable Torments; but as ſoon as'it was 


Day-break he got up, and calling the Gar- 
dener, they returned to the Work they had 
been at the Night before. Having digged 
again in thoſe Places, where he was confi- 
dent he had laid the Money, all they could 


_ diſcover was, that there had been two Holes 


made there before, and that Money or ſome- 
thing elſe had been hidden'there, but all was 
removed. This Aſſurance made him ſtark 
mad, running his Head againſt the 'Wall, 

throwing himſelf on the Ground, and acting 
ſuch frantic Things, as raiſed Compaſſion 


in His Servants ; v who from the nce concluded 
1 that 
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that he had laſt his Money, and ſuſpected 
the feigned T heodora had robbed him, by the 
Orders he gave them to ſearch after her all 


over the City. But ſhe was far enough out 


of his Reach, and had ſo well ſecured his 
Money, that it was never like to come into 
his Cheſts any more. He kept his Bed for 
ſome Time, out of meer Vexation that he 
ſo ſoon loſt what had coſt him many Years 
Trouble and Pains to get together. The 
Robbery was ſoon divulged over all the City; 
ſome who knew not his Humour, pitied his 
Misfortune, but ſuch as were acquainted 
with his inſatiable Avarice, were not a little 
pleaſed to ſee him ſo juſtly puniſhed. x 
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R ee Cheat having gone 
her Work at Marquina's, and made a 

[ broken Merchant of one who was counted 
the wealthieſt Man about - Sevil, thought 

it prudential not tomake any long Stay there, 

for fear of falling into the Hands of Juſtice, 

whoſe Officers would certainly be upon the 

Search for her, upon the Solicitation of the 
Party. robbed. She was got far enough off 
ere he was ſenſible of bis Loſs ; for the next 
Night, after they had carried off the Money, 
ſhe and Carey ired two Mules, and came 
E 5 ts 
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to Carmona, about Half a.Day's Journey 


from Sevi; they had betpoke"tws Places in 


the Madrid Coach, which was to paſs 
through that City, and take them up as they 
paſſed by. They lighted at one of the beſt 
Inns in Carmona, where Roma, keeping out 
of Sight, expected the Coach; pleaſing her- 
ſelf with the Thoughts of what Preferment 
ſhe might come to in Time, being already 
Miſtreſs of. four Thouſand Crowns in Gold, 


which, with a little Silver, was all that this 


penurious Miſer had ſcraped together.during 
his whole Life, with much Pains, and many 
an hazardous Voyage to foreign Countries. 
Obſerve here the exemplary Puniſhment of 
ſuch miſerable Wretches, who are meer 


Slaves to their own Wealth; and whoſe 


Misfortunes the World are rather apt to 
rejoice at than bemoan; for how can they 
expect others ſhould have any Kindneſs for 
them, when they themſelves have none for 
any Thing but what they hoard up in their 
Coffers. | no Tos)” 


The Coach which our fortunate Adven- 
turers expected to carry them to Madrid, 
came at its uſual Time to Carmona. There 


were in it already ſix Perſons, a Gentle- 


man and his Lady, a Prieſt, two Univerſity . | 
Scholars, and a Servant belonging to the 


Prie ſt , 


* 


Prieſt, a young Lad about 15 Vears of. Age. 

They all knew that there were two Perſons 
to be taken in at Carmona, who had paid 
ſome what extraordinary for the beſt Places; 
they accordingly reſigned them when they 
ſaw them come into the Coach: but Garay, 
who was a very civil and obliging Perſon, 
recommended his to the Gentleman's Lady, 
who he ſeated on the left Side of Roſina, 
and ſate himſelf at the fore part of the Coach 
with her Huſband. All being placed to their 
Content, they thought it a great Happineſs 
that they had met with ſo good Company. 
But Roſina and Garay had another ſecret; Ba- 
tisfa ction ariſing from the Thought of the 
good Prize they had brought into ſuch agree- 

able Company. The Gentleman was a Per- 
ſon of excellent Diſceurſe, the Prieſt of a 
very ſociable Humour, and the Scholars 
made it appear that they had not miſpent 


their Time in the Univerſity, every one be. 


ing deſirous to make the beſt Diſcovery he 
could of his Abilities. 1 

Being come within a Muſket Shot of the 
ancient City of Corduba, the Metropolis of 


the Kingdom while the Moors were poſſeſſed 


of all Spain, after Sunſet, an unexpected 
Accident cauſed them to maka a Halt. Two 
Gentlemen being come 3 to the Fields 
upon à Challenge which one had ſent the 

other, 


84 The Hiftory of DoxxA Roma, 


bother, and having fought, one. was run 
| through the Body in two ſeveral Places; 
which had obliged his Adverſary to make 
bis Bſcape, and get into ſome Church for 


Sanctuary. The wounded Perſon cried out 
for a Prieſt to receive his Confeſſion juſt as 
the Coach paſſed by, which being heard, 
the Prieſt, who was named Doctor Mon- 
Aalio, could do no leſs than get out, com- 
PR Garay and Reſina, who had a great 

eſire to ſee the wounded Man. They 
came to him, and as ſoon as the Doctor had 
received his Confeſſion, and given him Ab- 
ſolution, he loſt his Speech, being ſupported 
by Guray. The Prieſt returned to the Coach, 
andicalled ſeveral Times upon Reſina, who 
pretended ſhe could not get away Garay. 
: The Coachman perceiving it grew dark, put 
on his Horſes, having ſent them Word what 
ſ Inn he ſhould'put up at. Reſina was much 


troubled to ſee the Coach gone, having left 


her and Garay behind, charitably exhorting 
the dying Perſon to Repentance ; but he was 
| fo far gone, that to ſpare their further Ex- 
hortations he gave up the Ghoſt. They 
were much troubled what to do with the 
Body, when ſome Officers of Juſtice came 
to them, who ſeeing at a Diſtance the dead 
Perfon in the Arms of Garay, and a Woman 
LO cw ro no 
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fanding by, and having likewiſe Notice be- 


fore, that two Men were ſeen. to go out of 
the City with a Deſign to fight a Duel, pre- 
ſently imagined that Garay Was one of them, 


and conſequently the Murderer of the other; 


upon which Preſumption he was ſeized and 
ſent to Priſon, and Orders given to the 
Jailer to take Care and ſecurehim. Ref 2 

ad more Favour, being confined in one of 
the Officers Houſes, with a Charge to ſee 
her forth coming. 'They both uſed all the 
Arguments they could to clear themſelves 


from being any Way concerned in the Mur- 


der, alleging upon what Occaſion they 
came to the Body ; but their own Words 
would not be taken, and it was preſumed 
the Duel had been upon the Account of the 
Woman; the Judge ordered her to be 
brought to his own Houſe to be farther ex- 
amined; when ſhe came thither, the Room 


Was full of Gentlemen, and among others a 


very rich Italian Merchant, whom ſome Bu- 
ſineſs of his own had brought thither; they 
had no ſooner ſeen Roſina, but they all ad- 
mired her Beau uty and maſeſtick Air, but 


eſpecially the Italian, who was of an amorous 


Conſtitution. Reſina was much offended that 
ſuch an Affront ſhould be put upon her by 
the Way, being ſenſible that if they were 

detained 
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detained the next Day, ſhe ſhould loſe the 
Opportunity of continuing their Journey, 


The Judge aſked her ſeveral Queſtions about 
the Duel, and the Gentleman's Death ; who 


5 replied ſhe knew nothing of the Occaſion; 3 
but was coming in the Sevil Coach to go to 


Madrid, accompanied by ſome other Perſons 
then in an Inn in that Town, which ſhe 
named; that as the Coach paſſed by, a cer- 
tain Perſon who had been wounded in the 
High- way not far from them, called out for 
ſome Perſon to receive his Confeſſion, and 


that a Prieſt who was with them went out to 
do it, whom ſhe alſo followed out of Curio- 
ty, accompanied by an Uncle, who went 


along with her to ſee the wounded Man. 
Hereupon the Judge ordered, in regard it 
was growing late, that the Buſinels ſhould 
be adjourned till next Day, that a more 
ſtrièt Inquiry might be made into it, and in 
the mean while, that all who came in the 
Coach ſhould not ſtir from Corduba with- 
out Permiſſion. Roſina was then brought 


back to lodge in the Officer's Houſe that 


Night, The Italian, who lodged not far 
from it, accompanied her, but though he 
had lived at a far greater Diſtance, he would 


| have thouglit the Way but ſhort to wait 


upon a Lady with whom he was deeply in 
Love. 


3 > o * 
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vent immediately to viſit Reſina, expreſſing 


Love. He. took his Leave of her at the 


_ Officer's Houle, aſſuring her that he ſhould 


think himſelf happy to ſerve her in all Things 
that lay in his Power, for which ſhe thanked 
Him; reckoning it only as' a Compliment, 


But the Vexation ſhe conceived at her being 


thus unexpeRedly confined, brought her 
into a Tertian Fever. 1 


© The next day, all the Petſons who came 


in the Coach being examined , gave the ſame 
ti 'Þ OE. R F : Fo 
Account that Reſina had done before, where- 


upon Cray was ſet at Liberty. Other Wit- 


neſſes alſo, who knew ſomething concerning 
the Duel, were heard, and made the Judges 
a clear Diſcovery” of the Murder. Garay 


himielt extremely concerned at her Indiſpo- 
fition. He did all he could to cheer her up, 
that they might proſecute their Journey ; 
but the Phyſician, who had viſited her, de- 
clared that it would be very dangerous, and 
as much as her Life was worth to remove 
her till the Fever was abated. So thai the 
Coachman having brought their Things, and 
receiving the Hire of his Stay, was forced 
to leave them behind. The Italian came 
often to ſee the fair Traveller at the Officer's 
Houſe, and began to treat her very nobly, 
an Humour the more remarkable in =_ 

who 
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88 The Hiferyof Donna Rosina, 
who for ſordid Niggardlineſs, might be com- 
pared to the wretched Marguina, but Love 
often cauſes ſuch Miracles, turning Avarice 
Into Prodigality, and Cowardice into Cour 
Tage., 42. 4 


 Roja kept her Bed fifteen Days, during 


which Time fhe was continually viſited by 
Stgnior Octavio, fo was the amorous Italian 

_ called, and uſually after the Viſit, came in a 
Servant with a Treat of ſweet Meats and 
Wild Fowl, which the Officer and his Wife 
were well pleafed with, for moſt of it fell to 
their Share. At length the Lady with her 
Health, receiyed alſo her good Complexion 
and Beauty; and the Italian continuing his 
Civilities, offered her a Houſe with a fine 
Garden, which he had on the Side of the 
Pleaſant River Quadalque vir. Garay, whom 

ſhe called her Uncle, adviſed her not to re- 
fule his Kindneſs, for he obſerved the Gen- 
tleman to be extremely in Love with her, 
that he was very rich, and they might get 
as much out of him as they had got out of 
the avaricious Marquina. Roſina hereupon 
accepted the Offer, and put Things in ordcr 
togo to the Merchant's, and continue there 
till ſhe had recovered herſelf. The Italian I 

= would not have it known at Corduba that he 11 

bad brought her to his Country Houle, to | 

Ii : 8 5 Op e prevent 


2 20 ag. ts 


ing left Corduba towards Evening, to blind 


manly Countenance, having buried his Wife, 
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prevent the Talk of the People, and other 
Inconveniencies that might have enſued, ſo 
that with the Conſent” of Refi na, he gave it 
out that ſhe had left the City in order to pro- 
ſecute her Journey; accordingly there were 
two Mules brought for her and Garay, and 
two others to carry their Baggage, and hav- 


the Eyes of the Inquifitive, they put on to- 
wards Madrid, but having rid half a League, 
they turned back again, and took up their 
Quarters at Signior Ocfavio's, which was not 
above two flight Shots from the City. 
There he expected them, having Provided a 
magnificent Supper to entertain her Here 
the Italian diſcovered his Love to her more 
freely than he had done before. He was a 
Perſon of about 40 Years of Age, of a good 


by whom he had no Children, about two 


Years before. He was a Wholeſale Mer- 
chant, and dealt in all Sorts of Goods, in- 


ſomuch that all the other Traders, not only 


of the City, but alſo of other Places there- 
about came to him, for he held Correſpon- 


dence 1 in all Parts. 
He was a very thrifty Perſon, to ſay no 


more; and had ſome yearly Revenue, be- 


ſides ra Thouſand Crowns in ready 
Money, 


* 
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Money, and Sixty Thouſand in Credit, and 
his pwn Trading, which was very great. He 
was a great Student, and had been at the 


niverſities of Pavia and Bologna before he 


came Heir to his Brother, who died a very 
nch Man in Spain, and that Eſtate occa- 
ſioned him to marry at Corduba. He had 


uſed all Means poſlible to inſinuate himſelf 


into her. Favour ; and. upon that Account 
offered her the Ule of his Country-Houle to 
take the Air, and recover her Indiſpoſition; 
hoping that having her there, he ſhould 
more eaſily compaſs his Deſires. She had 
been told by Garay that this Merchant was 
well feathered, and eaſily to be plumed, 

and ſince that good Luck had fallen to them 
by Chance, they ought to make the beſt 
Advantage of it. 


That Night they only ſupped together, 


and every one went to their Reſt, it being 
very late, though the Italian pretended he 
| would have returned to lie in the City; but 
his Servants, whom he had before inſtruQed, 
| perſuaded him not to go abroad at that un- 
| ſeaſonable Time of the. Night, for fear of 
meeting with Thieves, or the Preſs. maſters 
who were abroad, and many Times did a 
gread deal of Miſchief, and robbed all they 
Shes N mei. 
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to ſtir out, he was glad to paſs away ſome 
Part of he Night in diſcourſing with Roſma, 
and being got to Bed, his Buſineſs was to 
conſider by what Means, and how with the 


leaſt Charge he might purchaſe the Prize he 
aimed at. Several Things came into his 


Mind agreeable to his Humour, butthe eaſieit 
he could find was to forget and never think 
of her more, for he was ſenſible that the 
Age we live in was ſuch, that it- is very diffi- 


cult to obtain any Favour from an handſome 


Woman without extraordinary Charge. 
The next Day he commanded a Breakfaſt 
to be provided for her, -and being told ſhe 


was got up, went into her Chamber to chide 


her for riſing ſo ſoon, and by that Means to 
obſerve whether ſhe uſed any Art to ſet off 


her Beauty; he found her combing her 


Head, and ſo had a full Sight of her Hair, 


which was of a great Length, and of a 


Cheſnut Colour. The Italian bleſſed him- 


ſelf that his new Miſtreſs,” to all her other 


Perfections, was furniſhed with ſo fine a 
Head of Hair, but he was more furprized, 
when, upon her dividing i it into two Parts to 
make him an Anſwer, he ſaw her. Face, 
which appeared as beautiful as whenſhe went 
to Bed, a 3 able to entlame a Perſon 


leſs 


br. 


met. At laſt ſeeming to be perſuaded not 
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leſs inclined to Love, and more to Covet- 
ouſneſs, than he was; ſince there is no 
reater Charm to ſecure a Lover's Heart 
than to ſee that the Perfections of his Lady 
are natural, and ſcorn to borrow any Thing 
from Art; indeed Rofina wanted either 
Paints, Waters nor Ointments, wherewith 
young Women oftentimes haſten Wrinkles, 
and loſe their Youth e're they are aware. 
She only waſhed her face in fair Water, and 
needed no Vermillion to heighten her ſweet 
Complexion than what was natural to her. 
The Merchant aſked whether ſhe would 
| pleaſe to ſee his Garden; who replied, ſhe 
was extremely obliged to him for the Trouble 
he gave himſelf to divert her, and to ſatisfy 
him how kindly ſhe took that Favour at his 
Hands, went along with him juſt as ſhe was, 
without putting up her Hair, which hanging 
over her Shoulders added much to her Beau- 
ty, and it is not, to be.doubfed" but ſhe had 
ſcine Deſign mit, Her new Gallant thought 
it an extraordinary Favour to have her by 
the Hand, and in that Poſture ſhe ſaw the 
whole Garden, ſeeming much pleaſed with 
the Delightfulneſs of it. 

Having recreated herſelf with bim till the 
Sun grew hot, ſhe returned into the Houſe, 
alter which h diſcourſing of many Things, ſhe 
deſired 
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defired to ſee all the Apartments, The 
Italian being very willingthat ſhe ſhould view 
his Wealth, ſhewed her a great Number of 
fine Pictures, done by the beſt Painters in 
Europe, ſome very rich Pieces of Tapeſtry, 
Cabinets of Ebony of ſeveral Faſhions, em- 
broidered Beds, all Sorts of Houſhold Stuff. 
of great Value, and all other Things requi- 
ſite for ſurniſhing a Houſe fit for a Nobleman. 
Having ſeen' all the Rooms, he opened a 
curious Cloſet which was full of Books richly 


bound, and neatly diſpoſed into gilt Drawers, 
| Garay, who was with them, opens one 
them, and finds in it the Works of Rugmundus 


Lullius, with ſeveral other Philoſophical 
Books, The Merchant perceiving him 
taken up with the Peruſal of thoſe Books, 
alked him what he looked at ſo attentively ? 
I find, Sir, (ſaid he) a great many Books 
of Chymiſtry, and from the Curioſity I 
© obſerve in your Collection of Treatiſes of 
© this Kind, I ſuppoſe you have ſtudied. that 
© Science.” *© *Tis true, (ſays the Italian) 1 
© have ſpent ſome Time in the Peruſal of 
© theſe Authors; but how far, I pray, 
are you acquainted with them.“ Only 
© ſo far, (replies the other) that I have ſpent 
© the beſt Part of my Life in that Study ;? 
5 Nay then, (cries the | Italian)you muſt 

ns needs: 
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needs be a very grea! Chymiſt.“ © I am 
© not to acknowledge what I am (replies 


Subject.“ 

The Italian being mighty joyful to hear 
this News, ſaid, I am extreme glad that 
© this Science pleaſes you, I having a parti- 
* cular Inclination for it;* * 1 know it very 


ſolved to put a Trick upon him) but in 
regard I put great Confidence in you, I 
will tell you a Thing in your Ear which 
vou will be much ſurprized at; that my 
Niece, without ſtudying, knows as much 
in a Manner of this Art as I do; and is 
very fortunate in the practice Part of it; 
but I intreat you not to ſpeak to her about 
it, for ſhe would not take it well, as being 
* unwilling any one ſhould know it.” Garay 
could not have thought upon a more likely 
Way to bring the Italian into the Snare; 
for' his Avarice was ſuch, that he would have 


FT 


that Secret he ſhould wallow in Gold. 
Roſma buſied herſelf at the other end of 
the Cloſet, while Garay made this Diſcourle 
to 


© Garay) we ſhall talk another Time of theſe 
Matters more at large; I fhall only tell 
you, that beſides theſe Authors, I have 
read all I could ever meet with on that 


well, anſwers Garay, (having already re- 


parted with his Soul to find out the Philo- 
ſopher's Stone, hoping that if he once got . 
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other 
Sorts ; 
ſomet! 
Chym 
much 
Garay 
and h: 
to fin 
thoug 
any a 
only e 
their 
Diſqu 
to ha 
ſome 
there 


A Notorious C HEAT. 95 


to the Italian, who was looking upon ſome 


es other pleaſant Books, for there were of all 
ſe Sorts; yet not ſo attentive but ſhe heard 
_ W ſomething of Garay's Diſcourſe concerning 
* Chymiſtry, and perceived the Merchant was 
t much taken up with it. The Truth is, 


Caray had ſome Knowledge of that Science, 
and had ſpent a conſiderable Sum of Money 
to find out the Philoſopher's Stone, which 
though many have ſought, yet could not 
any affirm they had met with it; and Garay 
only experienced the Folly of thoſe who ſpent 
their Time and Money in ſuch ridiculous 
Difquiſitions, being glad that he hoped now 
to have met with an Opportunity to recover 
ſome Part of what he had ſquandered away 
therein, e 5 
For the Italian crediting all that Garay 
| told him, imagined himſelf ſomewhat above 
| a Prince. He informed him that in that very 
Houſe he had all Things requiſite to make 
the Experiment; and therefore brought 
him into a Rocm full of Furnaces, Alem- 
bicks, Glaſſes, and Crucibles, with all Man- 
ner of Chymical Inſtruments, and good Store 
Charcoal. Garay underſtanding this, con- 
iuded the Merchant would be eaſily delud- 
| ed, and ſeemed confident that though he 
$ inagined he underitood all the Books he had 
e treating 
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treating of that Art, yet that he only knew 
ſo much of them as would ſerve to bring him 
into a Snare, The Diſcourſe was adjourned 
at that Time, Dinner being brought in; 
which being ended, Garay pretended to take 
a Nap, leaving the Merchant alone with 
Rofina, to whom he took Occaſion to make 
a full Diſcovery of his Love; aſſuring her 
all he had was at her Service to diſpoſe of as 
ſhe pleaſed; ſhe ſeemed to entertain the 
Offers of his Affection with much Kindneſs, 
which gave him ſome ſlight Hopes, ſhe 
ſhewing herſelf very pleaſant to him. 
Having ſeen a Lute in one of the Rooms, 
ſhe deſired to have it brought her, hoping mak 


her Muſick, which was excellent, might and 
have the ſame Effect on the ltalian, as it perc 
had on Margquinz, The Merchant, who had deſi 
a little Skill in that Inſtrument himſelf, was and 
very glad to hear ſhe could uſe it, ordered it whi 
to be given to her, ſaying that his deceaſed ane 
Wife played admirably well upon it. Reſina to! 
then took up the Inſtrument, and ſhewed her ſhe 
Accompliſhment therein with tuch Dexterity juſl 
that the Italian was aſtoniſhed, and to vane 0, 
quiſh him abſolutely, ſhe ſung an Air to it 
with ſuch a Grace, that he was at a Lots oy 
which to. admire moſt, her Hand or her | ſo] 
Voice; ſhe received the exceſſive Commen.. | bu 


dations Wi 
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dations he gave her wiſh a modeſt Bluſh, 
a Thing ſhe could command, though never 
acquainted with Shame, and made him this 
Return :. 
Signior Ofavio, what I have done was 
© only for your Diverſion, be pleaſed to re- 
© ceive it as a Sign of the Deſire I have to 
© endeavour your Satisfaction; which yet I 
have not done without ReluQancy before 
© a Perſon of ſo delicate an Ear as yourſelf, 
c who, no Doubt, are uſed to hear the beſt 
© Voices in the World.“ I never heard any 
comparable to your's, (replies Oc ſavio) there- 
fore I beſeech you, let not your Modeſty 
make you inſenſible of your own Worth, 
and to think my Approbation above it. And 
perceiving Roſina had laid by her Lute, he 


deſired her to make Uſe of it a while longer, 


and to oblige him with one Song more; 
which, to pleaſe him, ſhe complied with: 


and he thereupon renewed his Compliments 


to her, with Thanks for the Favour ; which 
ſhe ſeemed modeſtly to dzclare were not 
juſtly due to her. He then retired, that ſhe, 


as well as himſelf, might take a little Reſt, 


In the mean Time Garay, inſtead of ſleep- 
ing, was contriving how to gain the Philo- 
ſopher's Stone, (not for the credulous Italian, 
but out of him.) He had ſo far perſuaded 

F | him 
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him of his Abilities in that Science, that 
he deſired nothing ſo earneſtly as to be fo 
well ſkilled in them as he was, only out of a 


Deſign to ſatisfy his inſatiable Covetouſ- 


neſs. He imagined, that if he could find it 
out, a Rock upon which ſo many Eſtates 
have been loſt and thrown away, all his 
Houſhold Stuff ſhould be of Gold, and that 
he ſhould become as rich as Crœſus, and 
the wealthieſt Men in the Kingdom, com- 
pared to him, would be little better than 
Beggars. 

SGaray had alſo a long Diſcourſe with 
Koſina, about the Means how to get the 
Gudgeon into the Net, He gave her ſome 
Inſtructions in Writing, that the Italian 
might be perſuaded, ſhe knew fomething 
of that ſublime Art, at leaſt the Terms of 
it: Roſina learnt them by Heart, and to be- 
Din the Cheat, Garay aſked for ſome Links 
of a Gold Chain ſhe had brought from 


Se vil. It was a large Chain, and if a Dozen 


Links had been taken from it they would 
not have been miſſed. Going into the City, 
he deſired a Goldſmith to melt down thoſe 
Links into an Ingott, which being done, he 
brought it back to the Houfe, and commu. 
nicated his Deſign to Re/ma, | 

8 6 Ofavio, 
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be ſo Oclavio, who ſlept all this while as ſoundly 
of a as if he had not been in Love, comes into 
ouſ- tem, and they began to talk of ſeveral 
nd it Things far remote from the Buſineſs he had 
ates been about; which Garay did purpoſely to 
his engage the other to fall firſt upon that Subs 
that ies „and indeed, in a Quarter of an Hour, 
and he was got into the Art of Chymeſtry : Garay 
IM diſcourſed of it after the Rate of a Man that 
nan had ſpent his whole Eſtate in the Work, in- 
; ſomuch that Oflavio was aſtoniſhed thereat; 
uh for though he pretended a great Deal of Skill 
he in the Science, yet he could not but acknow- 
ne ledge himſelf much inferior to the other. 
an Garay deſirous to raiſe the Fxpectation of 
ng the Merchant to the higheſt Pitch of Ad- 
of miration, aſſured him, that he could turn 
e- what Metal he pleaſed into Gold; the Italian 
ks was almoſt raviſhed at this News, and ear- 
m neſtly entreated he might ſee it done. Garay 
n inquired whether there was any Charcoal in 
d the Houſe? The Italian told him there was 
's good Store, for he had the Curioſity to make 
E ſome Trials thereof himſe}f, They went 
e both up into the Room where they had been 
— before, which was full of Furnaces, Alem- 


bicks, and other Chymical Inſtruments. 
Garay cauſed ſome Fire to be brought, and 
having put a little Copper info a Crucible, 

F 2 the 
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the Italian ſaw it melting; Garay then took 
a Paper out of his Pocket full of Powder, 
which he ſaid was the principal Ingredient 
of the whole Work; he put this into the 
Crucible, which having brought as cleverly 
as he could to the Window, he threw out 
the melted Copper, and put the Ingot of 
Gold into its place, and covering it, told the 
Italian that in Half an Hour he ſhoul(] ſee 
the Operation, that Time being ſpent in 
diſcourſing of ſeveral Things concerning 
Chymiſtry, wherein Ofavio deſired to make 
ſome further Progreſs. At length Garay 
thought it Time to ſhew him what he had 
done; and fo opening the Crucible, he took 
out the Ingot and put it into his Hand. The 
covetous Miſer was almoſt diſtracted for Joy 
to ſee it, tho? he was not thoroughly ſatisfied 
whether it was pure Gold or no; Garay de- 
fired him to try at a Goldſmith's, which he 
did accordingly, and found it fine Gold, and 
returned home extraordinary well ſatisfied. 
While he was gone, Garay inſtructed Roma 
how to effect their Deſign upen Oavio, 
who being mote covetous than amorous, 
would have them immediately begin the 
great Work' of finding the Philoſopher's 
Stone, promiſing him extraordinary Recom- 
Pences, and told him he would be at the 
# 5 . whole 
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whole Charge, though it ſhould colt him 
Twenty Thouſand Crowns. 
Garay, who had fully ſettled the 1155 for 
| defrauding the Merchant, replied, © Signior 
OXavro, I have lived now almoſt ſeven Years 
above the ClimaQterical Year of my Life, 
ſo that I have paſſed the greateſt and beſt 
Part of it : It were nohard Matter for me, 
with the Help of the Science I am now Maſ- 
ter of, to ſpend the little Time which is yet 
to come at my Eaſe, and it may be, to live 
more plentifully than many of the Grandees 
of Spain, without the Favour or Aſſiſtance 
of any one, as, I ſuppoſe, you yourſelf have 
obſerved ; and in Regard I have no Children 
of my own to inherit my Eſtate, (which I 
thank Fortune 1s ſomewhat conſiderable alſo 
in Land) the main Concernment I have in 
this World, is to look after this young Wo- 
man my Niece; ſhe is but too rich already, 
fince ſhe has all that is mine, tho? her Fa- 
ther, who was my elder Brother, left her 
no mean Fortune, Had ſhe pleaſed, ſhe 
might have been married as honourably as 
| ſhe was before, for her late Huſband was 
deſcended from one of the nobleſt Families 
in Andaluſia ; and you know it js not difficult 
for me to add what Wealth I pleaſe to her 
Eſtate ; but, Signior, ſuch is my Confidence 
F 3 in 
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in you, that 1 will acquaint you with the 
Reaſon why I do it not. 


in all Spain, is known to manv, which bein 
alſo come to the Knowledge of his Majeſty, 
I am ſought for in all Places, but have hi- 
therto had the Happineſs to keep out of their 
Clutches, who are conſtantly employed to 
diſcover me. I have given out a Report 
that I was gone for England. It is not from 
any Contempt of the Honours and Riches 
of this World, that I avoid the Hands of 
thoſe whom the King hath enjoined to bring 
me to him, but upon Conſideration that 1 


greateſt Monarch in the! World, with the 
loſs of my Liberty ; for I mult expect to 
live the Remainder of my Days in a noble 


clearly to you: His Majeſty hath at preſent 
very great Armies on Foot in ſeveral Places, 
which puts him to ſuch a vait Expence, that 
his own Revenues, and all the Treaſures he 
receives from the Indies, are not able to de- 
fray, ſo that to ſatisfy his Ambition, he 


Subjects: Now were it my hard Hap to be 
found by thoſe who ſo narrowly ſeek after 


ance 


That I am the moſt learned Alchymiſt 


would not purchaſe the Favour of the 


Kind of Captivity. I will open myſelf more 


is obliged to make Uſe of the Induſtry of his 


me, the King knowing, that with the Aſſiſt. 
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ance of my Art, he might eaſily diſcharge 
the Expence he is at, would immediately 
confine me in a Caſtle, where being forced 
to continue the Reſt of my Days, I ſhould 
be perpetually kept at Work to augment his 
Treaſures, and ſupply his preſſing Exigencies, 
I ſhould not think much to do it once or 
twice, but the Avarice of Men is grown to 
that Height, that they are not ſatisfied with 
the Abundance they enjoy, it they have the 
leaſt Apprehenſion that they may be re- 
duced to Want before they die. This is 
the true Reaſon, Signior Odlavio, that I have 
abandoned my own Country, and am com- 
pelled to conceal myſelf: Receive, there- 
fore, what J have related to you, as a great 
Secret, which I would not have communi- 
cated to my own Brother, had he been in 
the World; but J have ſo much Confidence 
in you, worthy Sir, that 1 hope you will 
never reveal it.“ 

Odlauio returned Garay his moſt affec- 
donate Thanks for the great Truſt repoſetl 
in him, and judged himſelf ſo happy in the 
Diſcovery he had made io him, that he 


thought the greateſt Nobles might juſtly 


envy him; teliing Garay, that he was of 
Opinton, that the Grounds and Motives far 


which he concealed the admirable Know- 
16998 
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ledge he had acquired were juſt and rational, 

ſince no Doubt he would be confined, if for 
no other Reafon, but to prevent his carrying 
ſuch a Secret into another Country, to ſerve 
a King who might be an Enemy to his Ca- 


tholick Majeſty. He acknowledged himſelf 


extremely obliged him, and wiſhed it were 
in his Power to ſerve him; but having only 


the Wealth he was poſſeſſed of to offer him, 


he entreated him to diſpoſe of it as freely as 
if it was his own; and ſince he had ſhewed 
him a Trial of his Ability, that he would not 
think that ſufficient, but would give him ſuch 


farther Inſtructions &er he left Corduba, as 


being obſerved, he might not miſcarry in 
the great Work. Garay promiſed to ſatisfy 
bis Deſires, acquainting him withal, that 
ſuch a precious Thing as Gold could not be 


procured without Gold, and that the Foun- 


dation of all great Deſigns require Expence, 
that the Philoſopher's Stone could not be 
found without much Coſt and Pains, and 
that if he were reſolved he ſhould attempt 


the doing of it, he muſt be at the whole 


Charge, that ahead the Profit ſhould 
be equally divided, and that in a ſhort Time, 
he ſhould be glutted with Wealth. 

The Italian elevated at this Propoſal, told 


him, he was reſolved to ſpend all he was 
worth 


— 
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worth upon that Account. Roſina promiſed 
to aſſiſt them; nay, ſays Garay to her, there 
is ſuch a Neceſſity for your Aſſiſtance, that 
we cannot well do without it; they there- 


upon reſolved, that within two Days the 


great Operation ſhould begin; Garay told 
him, that the Principal of the Divine Elixir 


| (fo the Chymiſts call the Perfection of their 


Work) was formed of ſolid Mercury, and 
other Things he named, together with the 


Urine and Excrements of a red-haired 


Child; that all was to be put into the Alem- 
bick, with Powder of Aloes, the Inſuſion of 
Opium, Toads Greaſe, Arſenick, and Salt- 
petre ; but he hoped to do it chiefly with the 
aforeſaid Urine and Excrements, which he 
ordered OHavio by all Means to procure, as 
being the molt neceſſary Ingredient of all. 

He promiſed to find it out, and to begin 
the Work, he delivered Garay 500 Crowns 
in Gold to buy ſome precious Drugs; he ſaid 
were neceſſary ; and this the Italian did the 
more willingly, as well out of the Confidence 
he had to receive ſo many Thouſands, 35 
out of a Deſign he had thought on the Night 
before, of making Reſinu his Wife, and by 
that Means aſſuring himſelf of Garay. 


Whereupon that very Evening, after Sup- 


per, he took Occaſion to take Garay along 
0 X with 
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with him into the Garden, and acquainted 


him with his Reſolution. The Alchymiſt 


thought it a good Way to further his main 
Dckign, and accordingly he approved of his 
Motion, and acknowledged it would be a 
great Honour to his Niece to be Wife to ſo 
worthy a Perſon; but that there was one 
Obſtacle to be firſt removed. What may 
that be, fays Ofavie? Garay told him, That 
his Niece could not be married without a 
Diſpenſation firſt obtained from Rome, in 
regard that out of the extraordinary Regret 
ſhe conceived for the Loſs of her late Huſ- 
band, ſhe made a Vow to enter into a reli- 
gious Life; that the occaſion of their going 
to Madrid, was to receive ſix Years Arrears 


of Rent, due to her from a Perſon of Qua- 


lity who was very backward in paying, and 
that upon receiving the ſame, ſhe would re- 
tire into a Nunnery ; but as ſoon as the Dif. 
penſation came from Rome, they would 
conſummate the Marriage, whichhe doubted 
not but Reina would accept, not only out of 
the Complaiſance ſhe had always ſhewed to 
to his Deſires, but alſo upon the Conſidera- 
tion that ſhe was to match herſelf with a 
Perſon inclined to the Study of a Science 
wherein ſhe had naturally attained ſo great a 
Perſection. The Italian was the moſt _ 

| ed 
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fied Man in the World, to hear ſuch a 
Parcel of good Words given him, inſomuch 
that from that very Hour Garay became ab- 
ſolute Maſter of his Eſtate. 

Garay and Roſina having conferred Notes 
upon this new Propoſal were more confident 
than ever of compaſſing their intended Rob- 


bery: He freely laid out the Money received 


of the Merchant in Drugs, perſuading him 
they were not to be had under ſuch and ſuch 
Prices. He alſo furniſhed himſelf with new 
Furnaces, Crucibles, and Alembicks, pre- 
tending that thoſe in the Houſe before were 
not for his Purpoſe. In the mean Time, 
the filly Cully was inquiring up and down 
for the Urine of a red- headed Child; which 
he had much ado to procure, for the Mo- 
thers fearing it was to be uſed in ſome Kind 
of Witchcraft, would not eaſily let him 
have it ; but Money is powerful and can do 
any Thing. Garay could have done as 
much in one Day as in an Hundred, as to 
the Performance of what he had promiſed, 
but the poor Merchant muſt be deluded 
ſome Way or other, till he had an Oppor- 
tunity to ſmite him home, and take a Dog's 
Leave of Corduba, with as much as he could 
carry away on two Horſes, which lay con- 
cealed for that Purpoſe. , 
He 
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' 1 He diſpoled all the Diſtillations into the 
Furnaces in the Preſence of Ofaws; he 
bought "oe Metals, as Braſs, Copper, Tin, 
ſeveral Sorts of Salts, and other Materials, 
commonly uſed by Chymiſts, and putting 
Fire to the Furnaces, they diſtilled what 
had been put into them, but contributed 


nothing to the Buſineſs, and tended only to 


abuſe him who was at the Charge of all this 
Foolery. As to Ofawio's Courtſhip, he was 
much better treated than before, in as much 
as ſince the Propoſals of Marriage, Roſina, 
the better to carry on the Cheat, grew more 
kind to him, eſpecially in Garay s Abſence, 
which ſo beſotted the Coxcomb, that he 
thought himſelf the moſt happy Man in the 
World. 

Octavio about this Time, received a Bil 
of Exchange of a conſiderable Sum, which 
he was to pay within 20 Days after Sight; 


this, with the Breaking of ſome of his 


Debtors in other Countries, made him afraid 
he muſt do the like, if his Attempts in 
Chymiſtry proved unſucceſsful, But to pre- 
vent all Inconveniencies, he did what moſt 
of his Quality are wont to do, who being 
upon the Point of breaking, ſecure what 
they can of their Eſtates, that they may af- 
terwards the more — move into 

ſome 
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fome other Country, So our Merchant 
finding himſelf by the vain Expences he had 
been at, within a ſmall Diſtance of march- 
ing off, provided for the Misfortune in Caſe 
it ſhould happen, and ſo promoted the miſe. 
chievous Plot of Garay and Roſina, whom 
he truly acquainted with the State of his 
Affairs, as if he had been one of his moſt 
faithful Relations. Ofladio accompanied 
with Garay, left in the Cuſtody of a Friend 
of his, a good Sum of Money, and ſeveral 
Jewels of great Value, with Order that they 
ſhould not be delivered to any but one of 
them two. Beſides which, he brought ſome 
to his Country Houſe, and hid them in a 
ſecret Place in the Preſence of Rofina, in 
whom he placed as much Confidence as if 
fhe really had been his Wife. Garay, who 
was till buſy in his Diſtillations, gave him 
Hopes that in twenty Days, he ſhould ſee 
the great Secret brought to PerfeCtion, and 
his Houſe full of Gold, to retrieve all the 
Loſſes he had received. 

There now happened an Affair, which 
obliged Ofavio to take a Journey, to adviſe 


_ - with a Correſpondent of his, how to prevent 


the Misfortunes that hung over his Head, 
Garay and Reina being entruſted with the 
Houſe, thought it a fair Opportunity to diſ- 

G lodge 
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lodge, and make the beſt they could of the 


preſent Game, and ſecured all the Money 
and Jewels they conld come at, and left the 
Plate and ſome other Things they could not 
conveniently carry away behind them, tho? 
with ſome Regret ; thinking it more prudent 


to make a ſafe Retreat with what was con- 


— 


ſiderable, than to hazard all by graſping 
too much. Having therefore loaded them. 
ſelves with what was moſt valuable, they 
leſt the Furnaces and the Alembicks, and 
gained the Philoſopher's Stone at the Coſt 
of the abſent Merchant. 
while all the Servants in the Houſe were 
aſleep, and made their Way towards Ma- 
laga; they travelled all Night, having car- 
ried off ſix Thouſand Crowns in Money and 
Jewels, and Garay left upon the Table near 
the Furnaces, a Paper to abuſe the credulous 
Merchant. | | 

Two Days after their Departure, Ofawio 


returns, very much diſſatisfied with his Jour- 


ney, having not ſucceeded in the Buſineſs he 


went about. All the Hope he had now was 


in his Uncle Garay, imagining that by his 


Means he ſhould yet be able to ſhew his 


Head, and not only keep up his Reputation, 
but alſo be richer than ever he had been, 
i 2 ſuch 


* 


They took Horſe 
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ſuch a ſtrange Miſt had the Witchcraft of 
Chymiſtry caſt before his Eyes. | 

He came not to his Country Houſe till 
after Night, where he found the Servant 
whom he had left with Garay and Noſina, for 
the Reſt of his People were gone into the 
City. The Servant received him with a fad 
Countenance, and being got up ſtairs, fear- 
ing ſomething was amiſs, he aſked him 
where his Gueſts were? Of whom the Ser- 


| vantcould give no Account, as not having 


ſeen them when they went ont, and could 
only inform him, That two Night before, 
they had locked him into the Room where 
he lay, which he had been forced to break 
open, becauſe he could not otherwiſe get 
out; they ſearched about, and found the 

Cheſts open and the Money carried away. 

This was not the worſt that the Merchant 

feared, but that they had alſo been with 

him in whoſe Cuſtody he had greater 
Sums, and many valuable Jewels: But it 
being too late that Night, he thought it beſt 

to go to Bed, but being deſirous to viſit the 

Furnaces once more, he finds on the Table 

the Paper left by Garay, which having open 

id, be read as follows: | | 


G 2 Signor 
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& Signor Ociavio, . wo 
«TT is the juſt Reward of thoſe who at- 
© Þ| tempt Things impoſlible to be ſhame. 
66 fully diſappointed, Many of your Pro- 
* feſſion have been ruined by their great 
« Faith in Things relating to their Trade; 
eit was therefore but fit you ſhould repent. 
„ your Credulity in a Buſineſs you under. 
© ſtand not. It was indeed unpardonable 
© to expect to ſee that done by any Man in 
© a few Days, which the Sun, who hath 2 
e greater Power over the Metal you are ſo 
« defirous of, cannot perfect under four or 
cc five hundred Years. Your Loſs, (I muſt 
% confeſs) is great, but you have this com- 
& fortable Conſideration, that you may now 
« defy Chymiſtry, and all its cheating Pro- 
ce feſſors, to ſhew you ſuch another Trick 
© as we have done. But to avoid all future 
«© Temptations, take this cordial Advice 
from a dear Friend of your's: Put all the 
Treatiſes you have of that pernicious Art 
& into your Furnaces, and having ſet Fire 
& to them and your Houſe together, fairly 
« run away by the Light of it. 
J am, gcc 
„ 


The 
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The poor Merchant had no ſooner read 


this, but he was convinced they were his 
kind Gueſts that had robbed him, and ex- 


tracted what he had in his Cheſts and Ca- 


binets with a great Deal more Eafe than he 
had infuſed it into them. How he ſpent the 


Night, is only to be imagined, being juſt 
wpon the Point of breaking, and not know- 
ing any Means how to remedy it. All the 
Hope he had was, that the Money and 


je ewels he left in his Friend's Hands were 


fe enough; nay, he deſpaired not tq find 


out thoſe that had done him the Miſchief, 


He turned himſelf from one Sideto another, 
not out of any Diſturbance occafione( by his 
Love to the ſubtle Roſa, for that was ab- 
folutely vaniſhed with his Money, but that 
he had been ſo baſely abuled by a beggarly 
Raſcal. He then began to curſe the Art of 
Chymiſtry, and all the Authors that ever 
writ of it; whereas he ſhould rather have 
been glad, that by the Cheat put upon 
Him, he had been prevented from the Pro- 
ſecution of his Project, which might have 
abſolutely ruined him. 
As ſoon as Day appeared, he got up, and 


went into the City to his Friend, whom he 


entruſted with his Money and Jewels, and 


utked him, whether Garay had been with 


G 3 him, 
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him, who anſwered yes, and had taken away 
all that was in his Cuſtody two Days before, 
according to his Order. That Word ſtruck 
him almoſt dead, nay, the Reſentment he 
expreſſed for that Loſs was fo great, that if 


the other had not known the Cauſe of it, 
he would have thought him abſolutely diſ- 


tracted, He comforted him the beſt he 
could, and told him his only Courſe was to 
make a ſpeedy Search after the Robbers. 


He did his utmoſt to that Purpoſe, ſending 


Officers and others ſeveral Ways: But 
the Road which Garap had taken was ſo ex- 
traordinary, that they could never meet 
with them; ſo they returned to Corduba, 
to be paid for their fruitleſs Purſuit by him 


who had ſent them, which, as his Affairs 


then ſtood, was no little Azgravation to his 
Affliction, This Adventure was foon known 
all over the City, and the Merchant not 
being able to accept of another Bill of Ex- 
change that was ſent him, was forced to 
abſent himſelf, and to return home with 
what he could make by the Sale of his 


| Goods. 


| END of the SECOND PART. 
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ARAY and Roſiua rid on a good round 


Pace, but travelled through obſcure 


Ways for four Days and Nights without 
taking up their Lodging in any Town or 
Village, but lay in the open Fields, for fear 
of being diſcovered by the Officers whom 
they doubted not but the Italian had ſent out 
to ſearch after them. They ſhifted their 
Clothes and having diſguiſed themſelves as 


well. as they could, carefully avoided all 


Places where they had the legſt Apprehenſion 
| „ they 
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they ſhould be known, It was Garay's Pro. 
vince to provide Viauals, and it being in the 
Spring, they found no great Inconvenience to 
lie abroad in the open Air. They got into a 
Wood about Sunſet, and fearing that a thick 
Cloud which overſhadowed them might 
break upon them with too much Violence, 
by Reaſon it had thundered and lightened 
ſome Time before, they retired into the 
thickeſt Part of it for their Security. Other 
Paſſengers, from the ſame Apprehenſion, 
had taken Refuge there, near the Place 
where Garay and Rofina were. The Noiſe 
they made in diſcourſing raiſed in Garay a 
Curioſity to go and overhear what they 
ſaid, and perceived thro* the thick Buſhes 
they were three men, one ſpeaking thus to 
the others, 335 EL 
If this Tempeſt laſt all Night, Idoubt we 
ſnall be diſappointed of our Deſign; I fear 
it too, ſays the other, and no Queſtion but 
the Hermit of La Sene will be out of Patience, 
veg expected us ſo long; Oh, that Bro- 
ther Criſpin is an excellent Fellow, ſays the 
third, his religious Cowl covers a great Deal 
of Villainy, and he is ſo inſinuating in his 
Behaviour, that he is very much in their 
Favour who beſtowed the Hermitage upon 
him. He is jo tranſcendant an Hypocrite, 
| Q cries 
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cries the other, that he is able to blind all 
the World: he hath the Reputation of a 


virtvous Perfon all over the Country, and 
yet there is not fo conſummate a Raſcal to be 


found within twenty Leagues of his Abode ; 


I haye been acquainted with him thefe twelve 
Years, ſays the ſecond, and his Profeſſion 
hath been to receive Thieves and their 
Booties, wherein he hath been fo fortunate 
as never to beſuppoſed guilty of any Crime 
of that Kind; whereas ſo many poor Rogues 


| Have been truſſed up at their firſt falling into 


the Hands of Juſtice. It muſt needs be 
acknowledged, ſays another, that this Her- 
mitage is a very convenient Place for Per- 
ſons of our Profeſſion, and the Cellar he 
hath made under it, is ſuch a Place as Old 
Nictilas himſelf would never find out. We 
could never have met with a more ſecure 
Place to put up the fifteen hundred Crowns 
we diſburdened the Merchant of Yeſterday; 
it was the moſt conſiderable Robbery that 
Hath been committed in this Country a long 
Time. If it would hold up a little, ſays the 
firſt Man, I hope to get a great Prize before 
it be Day” 

They then adviſed vpon the Means how 
to execute their Deſign. Garay miſſed not a 
Word of all that bad been ſpoken, being 

G5 . well 
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well acquainted with that Country as if he 
had been born in it, and knew the Hermit 
very well, whom till then he had accounted 
a Perſon of great SanQity, ſo far was he 
from imagining that he drove ſuch a Trade, 
and that his Hermitage, for. many Years, 
had been the Reſuge of Highwaymen and 
Houſe-Breakers. e 
Having made this ſtrange Diſcovery, he 
returns to the Place where he had left Reſina, 
and gave her an Account of what he had 
heard from thoſe Robbers. They coutinued 
there without making any Noiſe, till the 
others were gone, contriving how to make 
their Advantage of that unexpected Adveu- 
ture; and making their Way to a blind Inn 
not far off, continued there till next Morn- 
ing; having in that Time conſidered what 
to do, they went both towards the Hermit- 
age, where Brother Criſpin the Hermit lived, 
and being come within a ſmall Diſtance of 
it, Garay bound Roſina to a Tree, upon 
which ſhe cries out as hard as poſſible, [: 


there no Body that will relieve a wretched 


Woman ready to be murdered here; cc 
revenge the Injury done to my Innoccace ; 
Garay replies, it is in vain to call any Body is 
thy Relief, thou haſt not long to live, there- 
tore prepare thyſelf for Death, for thou unte 

| 1 
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not eſcape out of my Hands, and I will 


quickly diſpatch thee into another World. 
Criſpin heard her cry out, being alone in 
the Hermitage, which ſeldom happened; 
tor moſt Nights he had the Company of ſome 
of the Tribe, who, tho? given to Watchings, 
yet were never famed either for Sanity or 
performing Miracles, He came out with 
two Pocket Piſtols, and being got near the 
Place whence he heard the Noiſe, diſ- 
charged one of them, which happened very 
Inckily for Garay, it being concluded between 
him and Roſina, that as ſoon as any came near 


them he ſhould run away, and the ſhooting 


of the Piſtol, giving him Notice of ſome 
Apprehenſion, he mounted on his Horſe, 
and led away the other with all the Speed 
he could, Criſpin coming near the Tree, by 
the Light of the Moon, perceived Roma 
weeping molt bitterly, and ſeeming aſtoniſh- 


ed through the Fright ſhe was in. Seeing 


the Hermit coming toward her, what, art 


thou returned, Traitor, ſaid ſhe, will no- 
thing deter thee from executing thy cruel 
Deſign; come and take away my Life, and 


put an End to my further Trouble, and 
doubt not but one Time or other, though I 
be not reſcued out of thy bloody Hands, yet 
Vengeance will overtake thee, and clear my 


me 


ng her Diſcourſe, and perceiving ſhe thought 
he came to do her Miſchief, made Anſwer, 
Madam I am not the Perſon you ſuppoſe me 
to be, but am come to relieve you in this 
Extremity, and to ſave your Life ; what is 


it from you, and hath obliged me, contrary 
to the Rules of my Profeſſion, to uſe Fire 
Arms in your Defence ? not doubting but 
what I have done will be counted meritorious 
Charity in me. | 

Having unbound her, Reſina caſt herſelf 
at his Feet, ſaying, it muſt needs be Brother 


Violence intended againſt me has been re- 
vealed to you, ſince you came fo miracul- 
ouſly to my Reſcue, and with Arms ſo un- 
uſual to your Profeſſion ; doubtleſs you will 
be rewarded for the charitable Aſſiſtance you 
have given to an innocent Woman; I can- 
not expreſs the Greatneſs of the Kindneſs 
you have done me, otherwiſe than by 
'Thanks and Acknowledgments, as being 
obliged to you ſor no leſs than my Life, 


juſt going to deprive me of, 

Criſpin was extremely pleaſed with the 
Woman; for notwithſtanding he was a Friar, 
and had made a Vow of Chaſtity, yet he 


Was 
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become of the Villain who would have taken 


Criſpin (for ſhe knew his Name) that the 


which the unnatural Fury of a Brother was 


had a great Paſſion for the whole Sex, but 
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wes Maſter of fo much Modeſty and Re- 

ſervedneſs that hewould not begin an amor- 
ous Diſcourſe, and continuing his pretended 
Sanctity, my dear Siſter, ſaid he, I think my- 
elf very far from deſerving all the Favours 
1 enjoy from my Creator, and do all that lies 
in my Power to live virtuouſly in this ſolitary 
Place, where I have been now an Inſtru- 
ment to ſave your Life; and am extremely 
Res have performed any Thing to your 
zatisfaction. For this Night I can only give 
you ſuch Accommodation as a poor Cell can 
afford, where you may continue till you 
have ſettled your Affairs, and reconcile your- 

ſelt to your Brother; I aſſure you it is ab- 
ſolutely at your Service, and I offer it you 
with the moſt cordial Affection; for I had 
not put myſelf into this Habit, were it not to 
exerciſe ſuch Civilities as theſe. 

Reſina renewed her Thanks to him for the 
civil Offers he made her, burſting forth 
afreſh into feigned Tears, a Thing which 
ſome Women can do when they pleaſe, but 
ſhe had the Nack of it above any. She 
gladly accepted his Kindneſs, as conducing 
very much to the Deſign ſhe 'and Garay had 
laid; they therefore walked towards the Her- 
mitage, and Brother Criſpin obſerving that 
Roſina was ſome what weary, endeavoured to 
comfort her with all the kind Words he could 
| Eb | „„ 
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think of, and at laſt took her by the Arm to 


ſupport her. He opened the Door of the 


Hermitage, and when they got in, Rofins 
Was much ſurpriſed to obſerve a rugged Place 
on the Ground, which he ſaid was his Bed, 
with a Crucifix at the Head of it; and on 
one Side a Scourge hanging on a Nail againſt 


the Wall compoled of many knotted Whip.. 


Cords, wherewith his credulous Zealots 
were made to believe he diſciplined himſelf; 
the Reſl of the Furniture conſiſted of a little 
rotten Table, which being often removed 
had brought four Feet to three. 

 Roſma finding the Room ſo meanly fur- 


niſhed, and the Perſon who made his Abode 


there ſo mortified and reſerved in his Beha- 
viour, began to Repent that ſhe ever came 
thither, and imagined that Garay had miſ- 
underſtood the Conference of the Robbers 
in the Wood; but the devout Hermit put her 
out of her Dumps; for taking Notice of hey 
looking ſtrangely at the Accommadations of 
his Cell; my dear Siſter, ſaid he, you may 


think this a very poor Lodging, and that you 


ſhall have but an ill Night's Reſt; but be 
not troubled, I will lodge you much better 
than you think of; it was your Happineſsto 
come at this 'Time when there was no Per- 
lons here upon their Spiritual Retreats, which 


(ome 


- 
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ſome devout Souls of your Sex are wont to 


make at this Hermitage, ſometimes eight or 
ten Days together, Some of thefe, for the 
young Conveniency of their Devotion, have 
ent their Beds hither, and ſome other Houſe- 
hold Goods. Ah, incomparable Hypocrite, 
for it was a horrid Lie, he having, for his 
own Faſe, ſoft Quilts, and other Neceſſaries, 


With a Bed or two for entertaining his ſecret 


Comrades who came often to viſit him. 
Theſe Conveniencies were diſpoſed in a low 


Room, which was alſo a Treaſury where 


theſe Birds of Prey ſecured ſuch Money and 
Goods as the Owners of them never in- 
tended ſhould be acquainted with the Place, 

He thereupon deſired her to have a little 
Patience till he went down and fetched her 
ſome Bed-clothes, and then made her a Bed 
in a little Cell at ſome Diſtance from his own. 
They had a better Supper than Roſina ex- 
pected, there being ſome boiled Meat and 


Broth, and a cold Rabbit, which Criſpin pre- 


tended had been leſt at the Hermitage by one 


of his Penitents, a devout old Gentlewoman, 


whom he was extremely obliged to, and to 
cloſe their Stomachs, they had ſome excel. 
bent Fruits according to the Seaſon, 

Rofma was a Woman much inclined to 
Mirth, but at this Time, offering her natural 
Diſpoſition ſome Violence, ſhe ſeemed 2 

Melan- 


his Power, pretending ſame Defecis in all 
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melancholy and reſerved; and continued all 
the Time they were at Supper, _— little, 
the better to expreſs her Une iſineſs and 


Trouble at the Accident that had befallen 
her: The Hermit likewiſe pretended he had 


no great Appetite, whether the Meat was 
not dreſſed to his Mind, or that he did it out 
of Complaifance to his fair Lodger. After 
Supper the Hermit, deſirous to know of Ro- 


fina, why her own Brother would have taken 


away her Life, entreated her to give him an 
Account of it, which the did in the follow- 
ing romantic Relation: 

Though it cannot but add very much 
to my Affliction to make a Rehearſal of the 
Occaſion thereof, yet the many undeſerved 
Favours you have beſtowed upon me, my 
dear Brother, would render me a very un- 
grateful Perſon to deny you the Satisfaction 
you deſire, whom you have ſo highly obliged. 
4 was born in the City of Almeria, of noble 
Parents, my Anceſtors having been famous 
there for ſeveral Ages. All the Children 
they had were only myſelf and my Brother, 
who is a Year older than I; there were 
ſome who thought the Face you now ſæc not 
unhandſome, that is in other Words, {evcrai 


Perſons courted me in order to Marriage: 


but my Brother oppoſed it as much as lay in 


the 
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the young Gentlemen that courted me, 
either as to their Eſtates or Families; my 
Father and Mother left this World and me 
in it before I was fifteen Years old; and I 
believe the true Cauſe of my Brother's Re- 


fuſal proceeded from a Defire he had that I 


ſhould go into a Nunnery, where I had two 
Aunts, and ſo he might get Part of the For- 
tune my Father left me. I diſcovered his 


Deſign by his continual preſſing me to be a 


Nun, but Inever had any Inclination to that 
Kind of Life, and therefore anſwered him 
accordingly, which ſo incenſed him, that ho 
was never kind to me ſince. | 
“% While theſe Things were in Agitation, a 
young Gentleman who hadleft Almeria, be- 
fore he was ten Years of Age, returned from 
Flanders, where for the good Service he had 
done his Majeſty, he had been advanced to 


the Command of a Company of Foot, and a 


Troop of Horſe. He appeared accordingly 
in very good Equipage, both as to Clothes 
and Horſes; he had a conſiderable ſtate, 
and had not received any Thing from it ſince 
his Departure from Almeria, ſo that there 
was a good Sum due to him. He one Day 
chanced to ſee me? Maſs, and liked me ſo 


well, that he inquired who I was; ſome 


Perſon gave him an Account of me, and ſoon. 
after he began to make his Addreſſes to me, 
and 
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and to court me by Letters and Preſents. 
To make my Story ſhort, I was not inſenſible 
of his Affection, and conſidering with mylelf 
the Equality of our Birth, and the excellent 
Endowments he was Maſter of, I complied 
with his Love, and admitted him into the 
Houfe ; but upon the Aſſurance he gave me 
that his Addreſſes were only in order of Mar- 
riage. He viſited me with much Freedom, 


for my Brother was ſick of a Diſeaſe that 


brought him into a languiſhing Condition. I 
wiſh it had carried him off, my Situation had 
not then been ſo unhappy as now it is. 
One of my former Admirers being much 
diſturbed to ſee a new Comer ſo much in my 
Favour, began to watch him, and in a ſhort 
Time ſaw him come out of our Houſe at an 


unſeaſonable Hour of the Night; he made 


an ungenteel Advantage of that Diſcovery, 
for envying any that ſhould obtain what he 
iq much deſired, gave an Account to my 

rother of what was ated in his Houſe, and 
of which, he was in Part an Eye-Witneſs, 


My Brother, who had recovered ſo much 


Strength as to get up, was confirmed in his 
own Obſervation in what he had been 
told, yet could not be revenged on me be- 
cauſe of his preſent Weakneſs, but reſolved 
to take the firſt Opportunity to do it, being 
exceedingly incenſed that I had engaged my 
| | Affection 
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Affection to that Captain, he having had 
ſome Difference with his elder Biothets, and 
had not ſince been reconciled. | 
At laſt my Brother recovered his former 
Health, and finding the Captain was gone 
from Almeria, ſaid he would carry me to ſee 
an Aunt of ours at Malaga, who was a 
Nun of the Order of Bernard; I believed 
him, and not imagining he knew any Thing 
of my Correſpondence with the Captain, I 
was very glad of the Opportunity to viſit that 
Aunt, whom I was much obliged to, for ſe- 
veral Rarities ſhe had ſent me of her own 
Working, We prepared ourſelves for the 


| am and rode, each of us on a ſingle 


orſe, with two Servants to wait on us. 
Being come into the Wood near this Place, 


de ordered the two Servants to go before and 


provide Lodgings for us; and coming to the 
Place where you found me, juſt about Sun- 
fet he threw me off my Horſe, and put me 
mto the Condition you diſcovered me in, 
and where had undoubtedly been murdered, 


had not you fortunately relieved me, and by 


diſcharging your Piſtol frighted him away 
before he had performed the Villainy he in- 
tended; and may the charitable Aſſiſtance 
you were pleaſed to afford me never want of 
a Reward, far above what my hearty 

Thanks 
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Thapks and Acknowledgments are able to 
beſtow upon you.” | 
The Hermit having heard this doleful 
Legend, endeavoured to comfort her, pro- 
miſing to do any Thing for her that was in 
his Power; whereupon they parted for that 
Night and went to their ſeveral Beds; ſhe 
to that which he had provided for her, and 
he to another in a ſecret Place well furniſhed, 


For however he deluded the World with a | 


pretended Auſterity, he loved his Eaſe as 
well as any Man, He was deeply fallen in 
Love with Roſina, and extreme deſirous to 
acquaint her with his Paſſion, but for ſear 
of Scandal he was a little feſerved. He 
ſpent the whole ot the Night without ſſeep- 
ing, and in contriving how he might make 
her ſenſible of his Affection. 

As ſoon as it was Day-light he got up, and 
Rofſma not long after, who going into the 
Chapel belonging to the Hermitage, found 
him upon his Knees before the Altar, which 
obliged her to do the like at alittle Diſtance 
trom him. He obſerved her, and thought 
fit to continue his Devotion a while, but not 
without much DiſtraQion, for he could not 
keep his Eyes off her, to ſuch a Height was 
bis Love gron in one Night, On the other 
Hand, Re/ma, who wes as well verſed in Hy- 
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pocriſy as himſelf, was reſolved to outvie 


bim in kneeling, in which Poſture ſhe con- 
tinued longer than was for her Eaſe, at laſt, 
perceiving that Cri/pin had finiſhed his Orai. 


fons, ſhe alſo ended hers, whereupon this 
fanQified Brother comes to her, ſaying, May 
you live happily, dear Siſter, the Reſt of 
your Days, and enjoy all the Pleaſures of 


Body and Mind you can wiſh for: Pray tell 


me (moſt excellent Creature of the Creation) 
how you refted laſt Night? Very well, (be- 
loved Brother) replied ſhe, Thanks be to 
your Kindneſs, though my preſent Troubles 
will not altogether free me from Diſquiet. 
There is nothing more diſcovers a devout 


Soul (ſaid Criſpin) than a ſweet and humble 


Compliance and Satisfaction in our preſent 


Condition. And here he pauſed ſome Time, 


till his Paſſion renewed itſelf thus: 


* Madam, when I conſider the ſtrange 
Fffects of Beauty, how it tranſports Men 


out of their Senſes, I cannot chuſe but pity 
and excuſe them, becauſe the frailer Part of 
Man aims at its own Satisfaction, and the 
Heart is naturally inclined to deſire that 
which the Eye contemplates with a certain 
Pleaſure; eſpecially having for its Object the 


moſt delightful Thing that ever Nature 


framed, When 1 firit left the World, 1 


made a Reſolution, (if poſſ ble) to avoid the 
5 : | Conver- 
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Converſation of the Fair Sex, which is not 
undeſervedly called 7 he Fairer Half of the 

Mord, but when Manhood came, I con- 
cluded that to fly the Charms of Women, 
was wholly angelical, and I now find that 
there is an abſolute Neceſſity I ſhould keep 
out of your Sight, adorable Lady, left I fall 
into the Snare that the Tempter is laying for 

me. The Sum of this Diſcourſe, Madam, 
is to evince, that beautiful Faces are very 
dangerous, and that ſince my firſt View of 
your's, I feel my Chaſtity in a great deal of 
Hazard. Be not ſtariled, I beſeech you, to 

hear me talk at this Rate; this Diſcourſe, I 
confeſs, is a little unſuitable to the Habit I 
wear, and the Profeſſion I have embraced, 

but theſe have not unmanned me, and con- 

ſequently not exempted me from human 

Frailties.“ 925 „ 

At theſe Words the Hypocrite ſeemed to 
bluſh, thereby to expreſs Shame, which he 
was really never acquainted with. Roſa, 


with a counterfeit . Modeſty, ſeemed to do 


the like; but thinking of the moſt probable 
Way to bring about her main Deſign, ſhe 
would not give him an abſolute Denial, but 

returned him this Anſwer : 
* Brother Criſpin, Though I know myſelf 
not to be of their Nomber, who by their 
1 Beauty 
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Beauty may engage Men into any Diſquiet, 
yet I muſt own your Opinion, that the Charms 
of Beauty are ſo powerful, that I myſelf, tho 
a Woman, am tranſported therewith as well 
as others, and know no greater Pleaſure than 
contemplating an handſome Face, and ad- 
miring the Effects of it; I do not wonder 
that Men are reduced to ſome Extremities 
when they are paſſionately in Love, ſince it 
is manifeſt that the Force of Beauty operates 
with an extraordinary Influence; ſo that! 
am not much ſurpriſed to ſee it hath its Ef- 
ſects as well on thoſe who are retired out of 
the World, as on other Perſons who are un- 
der no ſuch Reſtraint ; ſince they have not 
attained to any Degree of Perfection, nor 
purified from all the Droſs of human Enjoys 


| ments: I have Reaſon to think therefore, 


that I am more obliged to the Charity you 
have ſhewed me, becauſe I underſtand your 
extending it towards me, was not without 
the Loſsof your Quiet, and the Occaſion of 
ſome Scandal; I could wiſn with all my 
Heart, that I were not the Cauſe of fo much 


Trouble in the World, but in Regard here 
are none but ourſelves, you need fear nothing 
as to that Particular. Y 


ou were deſirous to 
know the Hiſtory of my Adventures ; I have 


no leſs a Curioſity to be acquainted with, 
N | your's, 
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your's, and particularly what might have 
0 obliged. you to leave the World fo young for 
1 the Sake of this ſolitary Place?“ 

Roſina's Diſcourſe was ſuch as the counter- 
feit Hermit could have wiſhed, and being 
elevated with Joy, told her in plain Terms, 
that her unparalleled Beauty had ſo enchant. 


ed him to love her, that from the firſt Mi- them 
nute ſhe came into the Houſe, he had not Thus 
enjoyed any Reſt, Roſina, who had till an Gara 
Eye to her own Buſineſs, entertained his Diſ- Diſc 

_ courſe with ſomewhat of Kindneſs, excuſing Hou 

it upon the Account of natural Inclination ; ceiv 

ſo giving him ſome Hopes that he ſhould ob- the 

tain his Deſires, he ſeemed to be the moſt. NOV 
ſatisfied Perſon in the World. Roeſina pre- Bo) 
tended an Indiſpoſition, and kept her Bed the 

| two Days together, being treated in the mean Mi 
Time, by her amorous entertainer with the 
| beſt Proviſions that could be had for Money, kne 
which was brought to the Hermitage in the the 

| Night-time by his Fellow Cheats. ad 

It may ſeem ſtrange, that Ro/na ſhould Ar 

have the' Courage to continue in that folitary do 
Place, in the Company of a Perſon, of whole th 
Wickedneſs ſhe had ſufficient Knowledge; fr. 
but ſhe knew withal the Paſſion he had for 2 
her, and concluded thence, that real Love 1 
never being without Reſpe&, ſhe could not * 
imagine he would do her any Injury; eſpe- ” 
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cially conſidering ſhe had given him Hopes 
of further Favours from her, as ſoon as ſhe 
had certain Notice that her Brother had left 
Malaga, 

That Night, Criſpin's three intimate Com- 
rades came to the Hermitage, bringing with 
them above two Thouſand Crowns in Gold. 
This was the Robbery concluded upon when 
Garay overheard them in the Wood. 'The 
Diſcovery had been made by Criſpin in an 
Houſe of the City where he was wont to re- 
ceive Alms, and the Rain having prevented 
the Execution thereof that Night, they had 
now done their Buſineſs, by 1 a little 


Boy into the Window of the Houſe where 


the Money was, who made a Shift about 


Midnight to open the Door for them. 


Criſpin, who was unwilling they ſhould 
know he had a Female in the Houſe, received 
them in his own Cell, and treated them with 
a Supper: They diſcourſed of feveral Things. 
Among them was one, who having aban- 
doned his Studies, had engaged himſelf in 
that Kind of Life, not regarding the Family 
from which he was deſcended, nor his AG- 
compliſhments, which were eXtraordinary. 
This Perſon furniſhed them with Diſcourſe 
upon all Occaſions. - Rofina from the Room 
where _ was R_ „ heard all their Diſ- 


courſe, 
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courſe, and was very glad to underſtand that 
Criſpin was the ſecret Entertainer of fo vir- 
tuous a Society, and immediately concluded 
by their Diſcourſe, that they were the ſame 
Perſons whom Garay had over-heard, Bro- 
ther Criſpin repoſed ſo much Confidence in 
her, that he was not concerned that ſhe 
ſhould over-hear the Project laid down by 
him and his Fellow Thieves, to viſit thoſe 
Places where they thought there was any 
Booty to be had. He, as DiQator to the 
Reſt, approved of ſome of the Robberies 
Propoſed by them, and oppoſed others, be- 
cauſe of the Inconveniencies he foreſaw 
would attend the Execution of them. 

It was by this Time grown very late, fo 
that they would not make a Dividend of 
their Prize that Night, leaving it in the Cuſ- 
| tody of ge” am their faithful Steward, 

till next ting. Criſpin's Companions 
being gone to their Quarters, he made a 


whom he found more cheerful than ever he 
had obſerved before; whereat he was very 
glad. From that Time ſhe began to treat 
the Hypocrite with more Kindneſs, the bet- 
ter to put a Trick upon an old Sharper: 
Criſpin wen t c Bed extremely pleaſed with 
her favourable Glances, and the Hopes of 
| | ſucceed- 


Viſit to Rona to wiſh her a good Night, 
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ſucceeding in his Love, ſince he had diſco- 
vered his Affections to her ſo plainly, and 
laid aſide the Maſk of his feigned Hypoeriſy. 
The next Morning early, Criſpin's Lodgers 
left the Hermitage to ſeek a Livelihood at 
their Coſt who lcaſt of all miſtruſted them. 
The Hermit himſelf was ſoon after on his 
March into the City, to beg Alms as uſual 
of his Benefactors. He took his Leave of 
Roſina, promiſing, if poſſible, to find out 
her Brother before he returned. 

Thus was ſhe left all alone with her Her- 
mitage, having before-hand appointed Garay 
to come to her as ſoon as Brother Criſpin was 
got to Malaga ; which he accordingly did, 
mounted on one of thoſe Horſes he had 
brought with him., Roſina having heard 
him, opened the Doar, and gave lum a 
ſhort Account of what had happened between 
Criſpin. and herſelf, but eſpecially of the 
Money that was brought thither by his 
Comrades, In order to rob the Thieves, 
they concluded that Garay ſhould go back to 
the City, and buy ſome ſleeping Powders to 
be adminiſtered to Criſpin at his Return, 
that ſo they might have the whole Night to 
accompliſh their Deſigns. Garay brought 
Roſina the Powders before the Hermit got 
home, for he ſpent the whole Day in beg» 
ging, and came not back till Night. 

H 2 : Being 
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Being come home, he was very kindly re- 
ceived by Raſina, whereat he was exceeding. 
ly tranſported, his Love to her increaſing 
every Hour. He ſhewed her what he ga- 
thered that Day; beſides what was volun- 
tarily given him, he had feloniouſly taken 
two Silver Spoons, and a Necklace of Pearl. 
The Necklace he inſtantly preſented to Ro- 
fra, and with many amorous Compliments 
Put it about her Neck: She returned him re- 
peated Thanks for her Preſent; after which, 
they ſupped very merrily together, and he 
politely entertaining her with ſome new Dil. 
coveries of his Love, to which ſhe gave him 
very favourable Anſwers, promiſing it ſhould 
not be long e're ſhe would gratify him in 
what he ſo much deſired. e 
It had been ordered among the Robbers 
that frequented the Hermitage in their laſt 
Committee, that there ſhould be a general 
Meeting that Night, as well for dividing the 
former Booty, as to make new Propoſals. 
Criſpin not willing that Reſina ſhould be ſeen, 
and of whom he now expeQed the laſt Fa- 
vour, thought it concerned him to prevent it. 
Ass ſoon as they were come together, he told 
them he had received Notice from the City, 
that there was a ſtrict Search made for a 
Perſon that had treacherouſly murdered ano- 
ther, and ſince ſuch Places were no Sanctu- 
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aries for ſuch Criminals, he feared there 
would be ſome ſent to the Hermitage, and if 
any one of them ſhould be apprehended for 
ſome other Crime, he might be ſeized and 


carried away Priſoner, and being brought ta 


the Torture, might confeſs what he had not 
been charged with at his Apprehenſion, Per- 
ſons of that Profeſſion are frightened with 
the leaſt Apprehenſions of Danger, which 
made them readily believe what their Direc- 
tor had told them, left the Hermitage, ad- 
journing the Aſſembly till the fourth Night 
after. By this Means Criſpin was left alone 
in the Hetmitage with his fair Miſtreſs, who 
had promiſed to give him Satisfaction that 
Night, he thinking every Minute an Hour, 
till he had Poſſeſſion of that admirable 
Beauty. | 

Soon after they ſupped together very mag- 


nificently, Criſpin having brought home with 


him both Wild and Tame Fowl ready for 


the Spit, and a good large Bottle of Malaga 


Wine. Ry/ina was the Cook, and made all 
Things ready, and they both began to eat 
very heartily, their Minds being diſburdened 


from all Care and Trouble, Roſina outdoing 


the Hermit at that Exerciſe ; and having the 
Management of the Bottle, ſhe took Care 


that he never drank without having the ſleep- 
ing Powder infuſed in his Glaſs: He took it 


.H 3 off 


| N an much 3 Opportunity, but = 
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off as freely as the Lady filled; tilt at length 


he fell under the Table dead Drunk. Roſina, 
to try whether the Potion had wrought its 


: Effect, pulled him by the Ears and Noſe to 


awake him, but to as little Purpoſe, as if ſhe 
had done it to a dead Corſe. 
Aſſurance ſhe went into the Vault under 
Ground, and took out all the Money ſhe 
found in ſeveral Cheſts there, being no ſmall 
Sum ; ſhe diſpoſed it into ſeveral Leathern 


Lp Pouches wherein the Thieves had brought 


it, they having robbed a rich Drover who 
was going to Madrid. She then comes out, 
and Garay not far off, upon the Signal agreed 
on, came to her. 


Having loaded the Money upon Garay's 


Gelding, ſhe got upon the other Horſe, and 


they both made their Way to Malaga, ex- 
tremely pleaſed they had ſodexterouſſy cheat- 
ed the moſt accompliſhed 'Thief in Europe. 


They ſoon got to the City, and took up 


their Quarters in an Ion, where they md 
fecure that Night, © 


But to return to Criſpin, T he Sun was no 
ſooner up the next Morni 
and not having the leaſt Apprehenſion of 
what had happened to him in the Night, he 
called for Rena; recollefting himſelf ſo far, 
that by his exceſſive Sleepineſs, he had miſſed 


. 4 


*, 


With that 


„but he awoke, 


her about the Houſe, in the Church, and in 


the Cellar; and not finding her, he went in- 


to the Fields to look for her, thinking ſome 


ſtrange Accident muſt needs have happened 


to her, when he found all the Doors locked, 


which ſhe had taken Care to do. 


He made a ſecond Search for her, and at 


jaſt finding his Cheſts opened, and the Bags 


of white and yellow Pieces diſlodged, he was 


convinced of his being robbed, and imagined 


that the poor innocent Woman, frightened 
by the Thieves, made her Eſcape, and lay 


llurking abgut the neighbouring Fields, ſince 


he ſuppoſed ſhe would not venture to go far 
in a dark Night: He ſearched after her till 
he grew weary, but ſhe was gone far enough 
out of his Reach. At laſt, hearing no Ac- 
count of her, he began to apprehend that 
ſhe might be guilty of the Robbery, which 


ſtruck him to the Heart, and he was ready 


to hang himſelf to think that ſo experienced 
a Rogue, and one that had been Chairman 
to a Committee of Villains, ſhould have 
ſuch a baſe Sham put upon bim by a Wo- 
man, and from thence he inferred, that all 


ſhe had done was only to bring him into the 
| Nooſe. However he went the next Day (as 
uſual) to Malaga, to try if he could find her 


in the City: 1 met u but he having 
8 | . | never 
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his Calling was to no Purpoſe. He ſought 
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never before ſeen him, he was never the Gent 
| wiſer,” : found 
Rofina and Garay were upon their Depar- and © 
| ture for Caſtile; but ſhe would not go till. Dem 
ihne had ſerved the Pharafaical Hermit ſuch _ 
2 ſcurvy Frick as ſhe-might never fear any 3 
Requital from him. She knew the Time of 1 
the Meeting of the Cabal at the Hermitage, be” 
and that they might be all found together to wn 1 
receive the Chaſtiſement due to their Crime, _ 
ſhe. wrote a Letter to one of the Magiſtrates, 1 
acquainting him with the Place and Time | , 
when he ſhould ſeize thoſe Malefactors. | . 
This done, Garay and Refina took their 2 
Way for Toledo, and while they are tra- ny 


velling thither, we ſhall give an Account of 


what was done upon the Letter, As ſoon as on 
it was Night, the Magiſtrate, attended by 5 
his Officers, went to the Hermitage, be- F 
ſieged it, and took it: He found in the firſt 0 


Place, Criſpin, little thinking to receive ſuch 
a Viſit, yet it was ſeaſonable, conſidering it 
| favedhis Lite; for his Fellow- Thieves began 
| toquarrel about the Money loſt, and charged 
Criſpin with Treachery, and probably he had 
received ſeyere Uſage from them, they being 
| three to one, Having ſecured him, they 
| ſearched the whole Houſe, and at laſt going 
into the Vault, found his Companions, as 
| alſo Ladders of Cords, Pick-Locks, Iron 
1 | Crows, 
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Crows, and other Inſtruments, uſeful for 
Gentlemen of their Faculty. They hkewiſe 


found in the Cheſts ſeveral Pieces of Plate, 
and other Things of Value, all undeniable 
Demonſtrations of the devout Exerciſe of 
that impious Company : They were all taken 


and brought away Priſoners, Criſpin himſelf 
being ſo confounded, that he knew not what 
Anſwer to make to any Queſtion that was 


aſked him, whereupon the Officers in parti- 


cular reproached him for his Hypocriſy. 


With theſe Reproaches and Threats of the 
Gallows they carried him away to the City, 
where they were all condemned to die; the 
other three upon the Rack confeſſed ſeveral 
Crimes, charging Criſpin to have been the 
Man who gavethem intelligence how to ex- 

ecute the Robberies which they committed, 


and many Times opened the Doors of Houſes 


himſelf to aſſiſt them therein. As for his own 
Part, he expreſſed ſo much Reſolution and 
Conſtancy in the Midſt of his Torments 


upon the Rack, that he obſlinately denied 


all that was laid to his Charge; yet all this 
could not prevent the paſſing Sentence upon 
him, tho' his Execution was a while delayed 
by Reaſon of his falling into a violent Fever 


in the Priſon; but his Companions were all 

truſſed up out of the Way. Not long after, 

Oer being * the Recovery, and like to 
8 follyw 
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follow the ſame Way, made his Eſcape out 
of Priſon at Noon Day in Women's Clothes, 
to the great Surpriſe of the People, who 
longed to ſee him executed, and the great 
Trouble of the Jailer, who was thought to 
have connived thereat, by being corrupted 
with Money; but he cleared himfelf by 
producing the Perſon who had furniſhed him 
with the Clothes wherewith he diſguiſed him- 
ſelf; who for that Crime was condemed to 
the Gallies. . 5 

Roſina and Garay were by this arrived at 
the Imperial City of Toledo, where they had 
reſolved to ſettle themſelves, and to gain the 
greater Reputation, ſne pretended that Garay 
was her Father, and took a fine Houſe in the 
moſt eminent Street in the City; her Train 


conſiſting of a Slave ſhe had bought at Ma- 
laga, a Waiting-Woman, a Lackey, and a 


Gentleman Uſher, while ſhe lived at Toledo. 
She put on the Habit of a Widow, and went 
by the name of Donna Emeritana, pretending 
to be deſcended from an illuſtrious Family of 


that Name in the Kingdom of Portugal. 


Garay was decently clothed for a Man of 
of his Age, and called himſelf Don Feranimo, 
She bought rich Houſhold Goods, ſuitable to 
a Widow of Quality, and was accordingly 
viſited. by the principal Ladies of the Neigh- 


bourhood, Who were extremely pleaſed with + 


the 
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Crin 
who 
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the Charms both of her Beauty and Conver- 


ſation, Going every Day to Maſs in the 


great Church, ſhe was ſoon obſerved by 


ſome of the young Beaux of the City, and 
ſhe being newly come to Toledo, ſeveral 
young Sparks were taken wich her Beauty, 
and made their Addreſſes to her. 

While ſhe was informing herſelf who was 


the richeſt and likely to have the moſt Mo- 


ney, that ſhe might not forget her old Trade 
for want of Practice, we ſhallleave her, and 


take a Turn to Malaga, to ſee what became. 


of Criſpin after his Eſcape out of Priſon. 
Finding himſelf once more at Liberty, he 

left Malaga, and got into a Wood not far 

from the City, where he continued all Night, 


and then went into the Hermitage, where he 


had lived many Years with the Repute of a 
Saint. As ſoon as he was convicted of the 


Crimes laid to his Charge, another Hermit, 


who was counted a pious Man, ſucceeded in 
his Place, who went abouttoſeveral Churches, 


"begging Alms to build a little Hoſpital for 


Strangers in that Place. He was not quite 
ſettled in the Hermitage, the Place not being 
yet ſurniſned. Criſpin got thither in the Night, 


andfound a Place where he had laid up ſome- 


thing againſt a rainy Day; breaking up the 
Ground, he came to a little Earthen Pot, 


he 


Pd 
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he had reſerved of all the Robberies he had 


been engaged in. 

With that Sum, which might amount to 
five or ſix hundred Pounds, Sterling, all in 
Gold, he went to the City of Jaen, where 


he had a Friend of the ſame Occupation. 


This Comrade of his heard how he had got 


out of Priſon, whereat he was very glad, 
being before apprehenſive that he might 


have confeſſed upon the Rack, ſome of the 


Robberies wherein they had been both en- 
gaged'together. He received him with great 
Affection, in Hopes of his Direction and 


Aſſiſtance in ſome new Enterprizes. Cri/pin 


was but meanly accoutred, as having been 
uncaſed of the Hermit's Habit, which he 
| ſthewed himſelf unworthy of; but the Bag he 
brought ſo well lined, was a ſovereign Re- 


medy againſt Nakedneſs. He gave his Com- 


panion Money to buy a light coloured Suit 
of Clothes and a Perriwig, cutting off his 
Jong Beard, which, with a Sword by his Side, 
altered him ſo much, that he ſeemed quite 
another Man. In that Equipage he con- 
tinued ſome Time at Jaen, till there hap- 
pened an Opportunity to commit a conſider- 
able Robbery at Andujar, and the Booty was 
nicely divided. between him and his Com- 
panion. But fearing diligent Search would 

be made after them for this Prank, Cri/ pin 
thought 
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though 
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| thought it his beſt Courſe to be gone from 


thence in Time, the Adventure at Malaga 
being ſtill freſh in his Mind. FF I 
They took into their Company a third 
Perlon whom they met with by Chance, a 
young Man born in the City of Valentia 
they then came to Toledo. Their young 
Accomplice was called 7avino, a poor Rope. 
maker's Son of Valentia, who for ſome 


roguiſh Exploits he had done there, whereby 


he had gained a conſiderable Sum of Money, 
was obliged to abſent himſelf from thence 
for ſeveral Years. He was a handſome, 
fair-haired, ſprightly young Man, and be- 
ſides the Accompliſhments of his Perſon, had 


an admirable Wit, being not inferior to 
_ Criſpin and his other Comrade, 


This young Debauchee went always very 


fine, at the Charge of thoſe who either did 
not mind, or were ignorant of the old Pro- 


verb, Faſt Bind, Faſt Find. He had an Art 
to transform his Clothes that he got by Slight 


of Hand, into the neweſt Mode, ſo diſguiſing 
them by changing their Laces and Trim- 


ming, that the true Owners could not have 
known them. One Holiday he put on a very 
rich Suit, and went along with Criſpin to the 
great Church, and into the ſame Chapel 


. where Noſina was at her Devotions under the 


Name of Donna Emeritana, and though the 
was in a Widow's Habit, Criſpin knew her 


al 
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at firſt Sight with a ſecret Satisfaction. He 
ſhewed Roſina to his Companion, Don Javino, 
and having deſired him to follow her, ſo as 
that ſhe might not perceive it, he did it fo 
cunningly, that he kept his Eye on her, tho' 
ſeeming to look another Way, till he ſaw her 
go into her Houſe. He was very. glad to 

hear from the Neighbours, that ſhe lived 
there in great Reputation, under the Name 
of Donna Emeritana, lately come from Bada- 

Jos with her Father to live at Toledo. 

Criſpin, to be revenged on her, ſwore 
that he would not leave Toledo till he-had 
called her to an Account for the Money ſhe 
had carried away from the Hermitage, to- 
gether with the Intereſt, and all the Charges 

of his Impriſonment. 
ſign, he inſtructed Favino what he ſhould do, 


and whom he ſhould repreſent, without mak- 


ing any real Diſcovery of himſelf to her. 
Not long after, an Opportunity offered itſelf 
to proſecute: the Deſign they had agreed 
upon. One Evening, about an Hour before 


Night, there happened to be a Quarrel in 


the Street where Roſina lived; the Officers 
of Juſtice were preſently called, and carried 
the Duellers to their Houſes to be dreſſed, 
ſecuring fome others that happened to be 


\  thenin the Street, though not at all engaged 


in the Quarrel, which occaſioned others to 
rnn, it being no great Pleaſure to come 
| | : | into 
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into Trouble and Reftraint, for other Men's 
Crimes. | | FO IO 
Criſpin's Plot took its Riſe from this Quar- 
rel, and Javino, inſtructed by that ſubtle 
Hypocrite, had taken the Croſs of a Knight 
of the Order of Monteſa, an Honour be- 
ſtowed by the King only on the natural 
Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Valenti ; 
and to that Purpoſe, he had made him a 
very handſome black Suit. In this Garb, 
being come to Ry/ina's Houſe, and having 
given his Cloak to Cri/pin, he went in with 
his Sword drawn, acting the Part of a Man 
much aſtoniſhed, and finding the Door open, 
he goes up, and came into the Room where 
Rofina and her Maids were: they were a 


little ſtartled to fee a Man ruſh into the Room 


after that Manner, and ſeeming much diſ- 
ordered; Reſina roſe from her Seat, and the 
Gentleman falling on his Knees, he thus ad- 
dreſſed her: 8 

lf Compaſſion be not a Stranger to ſo 
© fair a Creature, be pleaſed, Madam, to 
permit me take à Sanctuary in your Houſe 
* againſt the Officers of Juſtice, by whom 


41 am purſued; That I have killed a Man, 


©] muſt acknowledge, but it was in my 
Defence in the Street, where he ſet upon 
© me with Advantage; the Officers were in 
© cloſe Purſuit of me, and I had been infal- 


libly taken, had I not courageouſſy defend- 


2: © 60 
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* ed myſelf againſt two; who, with the 


Commiſſary, had almoſt ſeized me by the 
Collar ; I eſcaped from the Reſt only by 
the Celerity of my Legs, ſince it is Pry. 
dence in a Man to give Way to the Mz. 
giſtrate whom he is obliged to reſpe&, 
But ſtill perſiſting in their Purſuit, I found 
your Houſe open for my Safety, and have 
taken the Boldneſs to ſhut the Door after 
me, and have come up to your Chamber. 
| therefore moſt humbly beſeech you, Ma. 
dam, if it may be done without any Incon. 
venience to you, to diſpole me in ſome 
ſecret Place in your Houle, till the People 
are diſperſed, and that I may ſafely go 
hence; but if my Preſumption puts you 


Trouble, be pleaſed to give me the leaſt 
Signal, and 1 will inſtantly go into the 
Street, tho' I were ſure to loſe my Life, 


an accompliſhed Lady. | | 

Roſina looking earneſtly upon him, and ſhe 
who never loved any 'Thing comparable to 
Money, immediately found a ſtrong Inclina- 


tion in herfelf to that young Man, who 


ſeemed as eloquent as handſome ; and there- 
upon returned him this Anſwer : 

* You have done me but Juſtice, Sir, 
© when you thought me ſenſible of Honour 
* and Compaſſion; Perſons in my Condition 

ns 5 | are 


into any Diſtraction, or creates you any, 


rather than cauſe any Uneaſineſs to ſuch 
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are never deſtitute thereof, eſpecially to- 
* wards ſuch as yourſelt. I preſume by what 
* I obſerve, that you are a Perſon of Quali- 


ty, and therefore ſympathizing with your 
* 'Troubles, I cordially offer you{the Uſe of 


my Houſe, to continue in it as long as you 
* ſhall think fit, for avoiding the Purſuit of 
* thoſe that ſeek after you, it not being juſt 
© that you ſhould fall into their Hands, ſince 


dy my Means you may be ſecured from ſo 


© greata Danger ; fear not any Thing here, 
* for tho? the Officers ſhould come into the 
* Houſe, I will fecure you in ſuch a ſecret 
Place, that they ſhall never diſcover you. 
The young Beau gave her a thouſand 
Thanks tor ſo ſignal a Favour, which obliged 
her to make him this farther Diſcourſe: You 
are very ſenfible, Sir, by the Habit J am in, 
with what Reſervedneſs I ought tolive in my 
Hovfe, and yet I freely confirm to you the 
ecurity you promiſe yourſelf in it, till you 
have accommodated your Affairs; but 1 
have a Father now from home, who will 
expect an Account of my Demeanour; and 
if at his Return, which poffibly may be this 
Day, he will entertain you in a Room in his 
Lodgings, as Jam confident he will think it 


an Honour, I ſhall be content. The young 


Gallant renewed his Acknowledgments for 


thoſe repeated Aſſurances, and expreſſed. 
"HE #5 = 15 ants himſelf 
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pleaſed with him. . 
In the mean Time his fellow Robbers 
knocked very confidently at the Door, calling 


upon them to open it to the Officers of Jul. 


tice, whom they perſonated. The Servants 
were at firſt a little ſtartled, but Reſina ſoon 


recovering out of the ſmall Diſorder which 
appeared in her Countenance, took Favins 
by the Hand, and led him into an upper 


EKRoom, which had a double Partition, and 


before it a Piece of Hangings, and putting 
him in there left him, being confident that 
it would be impoſſible to find him out. This 
done ſhe went to open the Door, and Cri/fin 
impudently enters, without the leaſt Fear of 
being known in his preſent Diſguiſe. He 
was attended with ſome Rogues of the ſame 
Faculty, who with Lanterns and Fire-Arms, 
rudely ruſhed into the Room where Roſina 
was. ' Criſpin gave ler a kind Salute, and 
counterſeiting his Voice, as he had done his 
Perſon, I know, Madam, faid he, that we 
may teem guilty, of ſome Incivility thus to 
ruſh into a Widow's Houſe, but my Com- 
miſſion obliges me thereto, and therefore I 
hope you will excuſe me; the Lieutenant 
Criminal hath commanded me to ſearch all 
the Houſes hereabouts to find out the Ma- 
lefactor we look for. Onr Search hitherto 
hath been to no Purpoſe, and we have but 
N this 
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this one Houſe to examine; give us Leave 


therefore to look into all the Rooms, that 


we may ſatisfy our Superiors, and approve 
ourſelves honeſt Men. You may aſſure 
yourſelves, ſaid ſhe to them, upon my Word, 
that I ſaw nobody come into my Houſe ; but 


'that you-may have no Suſpicion that I am a 


Perſon who would conceal Murderers, ſearch 
and welcome for him that you were ordered 
te ſeize. The Servant, with a Wax Candle, 


lighted them into ſeveral Rooms, which they 
were not very exact in ſearching, that the 
Lady might think it to be their Civility. 


Criſpin then took a formal Leave of Rofima, 
recommending the Proſecution of the Plot 
to Javino his Confederate. The counterfeit 
Knight came afterwards out of his Apart- 


ment, pretending that he was exceeding glad 


to have eſcaped the Officers Hands, and in 
grateful Acknowledgments expreſſed himſelf 
to the fair Widow for the Favour he had 
received from her. She, who the more ſhe 


viewed him, was the more enamoured -of 
him, gave him all Manner of Aſſurances, 


that he ſhould be waited on at her Houſe 


according to his Quality, and if he would 


have the Patience to ſtay till her Father 

came home, ſhe was confident he would not 

ſuffer him to ſeek any other Lodging. 
The Gallant, who perceived the Lady 


began to grow warm, was the more earneſt 


I 4 37 ag? to 


152 The Hiffory of Doxxna RosINA, 
to, beg that Leave which he knew would not 
be eaſily granted, and pretended it would he 
his ſafeſt Courſe to take SanQuary in ſome 
Monaſtery, from whence he might ſend No- 
tice to his Friends where he was; and that 
he deſigning to go the next Day ſor. Sevil, 
it wouJd. be dangerous to lie that Night at 
his Quarters. Roma being much concerned 

to find him ſo reſolved, ſhe the more ear- 
neſtly preſſed him to ſtay ; repreſenting the 
great Hazard he ran, and deſiring him by all 
Means to ſtay an Hour or two longer.— 
Favino, who wiſnhed for nothing more, was 
Nabe to comply therewith, She then 


eſired his Permiſſion to go and take Order 


about ſome Things her Father had leſt her 
to do. This was only a Pretence to with- 
draw and confer Notes with a Slave of her's, 
In whom ſhe repoſed much Confidence, 
what Courſe they were to take in this Affair. 
She called her into a private Room, and 
made a free Confeſſion of her Paſſion for 
that Knight, and demanded the beſt Advice 
ſhe could take herſelf, were ſhe in the ſame 
. 
The Slave, who was as ſubtle as her 
Miſtreſs, immediately apprehended that the 
Counſel ſhe ſhould beſt like muſt. be ſuch as 
_ complied with her Paſſion; I muſt confeſs, 

Madam, ſaid ſhe, it would argue an exceſ- 
five, Eaſineſs of Nature in you, conſidering 


the 
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the ſhort Time you have known this Cava- 
her, to difcover that he has already gotten 
Poſſeſſion of your Heart; and 1 think it will 
be very imprudent on the other Side to per- 
ſuade Garay, when he comes, to ſuffer him 
to continue here this Night; my Advice is, 
that ſince the Houſe is large enough, and 
that there are empty Rooms, into one 
whereof he may paſs thro? your Chamber, 
that you lodge him there, without acquaint- 
ing any of your Family therewith. It ſhall 
be my Care to bring him thither, and ſup- 
ply him with all Neceſſaries without Garay's 
Knowledge. You underſtand that Garay is 
to be gone within two Days to Madrid, and 
then you may freely reveal yourſelf to this 
young Gentleman, whom 1 will eaſily per- 
ſuade, that the Officers, ſtill continuing their 
Search about the Street, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that he ſtay here, unleſs he will ha- 
Zard both his Liberty and Life. | 
The Slave's Counſel was extremely 


agreeable to Roſina's Humour, who ordered 
her to go immediately and lay clean Sheets 
on the Bed, and put the Cavalier in Poſlel- 
| fron of the Room. This was inſtantly pu 


in Execution, and not long after the amorow 
Widow went to viſit her Gallant, You 
have Reaſon to wonder, Sir, faid ſhe, that 
without my Father's Permiſſion I have ven- 


tured to receive you into the Houle, and in 
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the Night too; but to ſecure a Perſon of 
your Qualifications, there may be a little 


Breach made of the Rules of Civility 3 


therefore thought it conveniem that as l 
have been the Means of your Eſcape out of 
the Eye of the Law, ſo you ſhould allo 
avoid my Father's Sight, ſo that you may 
remain here in the moſt profound Security, 


[ have 


Be pleaſed to think yourſelf obliged to me 
for this little Service, which | render to you 
very freely, and think it 1 neceſſary 
for your Safety. 

Favino perceiving the Fiſh had ſwallowed 
he Bait, multiplied his Acknowledgments 


abundantly for this new Favour. 


This oc- 


caſioned V ariety of Diſcourſe between them, 
the Iſſue whereof was, that by his flattering 
Inſinuations he ſtill gained Ground upon her 
Affections, and by his natural Eloquence in 
celebrating her Perfections, made an abſo- 


\ Jute Conqueſt over her Sou]. 


However, 


ſhe reſolved to have a farther Trial of his 
Sincerity, and whether what he ſo earneſtly 


0 


averred was true, that the Charms ot her 


3 were the only Motives that trant- 
ormed a Perſon, who had fled tor Fear of 


is Life, into her Houſe for Sh-%cr, to a 
tonfident Lover. 


The Slave coming in, and giving ber Mf 


is an Account that ſhe had q>eyed hc r 
-ommands, ſhe took Favino by the Hand 


reſolved to depart within two Days. 


— 
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and led him into another Room provided for 
him : He found it light enough, as having in 


the Midſt of it a Chryſtal Branch filled with 


Wax Candles, and a magnificent Collation 
ready for him. He was a little ſurpriſed to 
find that ſhe left him alone, but fhe excuſed 
it, by telling him that ſhe would be with him 
again as ſoon as ſhe had ſeen her Father in 
Bed. At her going out of the Room, ſhe 


beheld him with Eyes ſo full of Love and 
Tenderneſs, that this new Demonſtration 


heightened the Gallant into an abſolute Con- 
fidence of the Succeſs of his Enterprize. 
Garay was not ſo far ſtricken in Years, but 


| that he had the Vanity to pretend to the-ſole 


Poſſeſſion of Roſina. He acted the Part of a 


Gallant, and had he not been already mar- 


ried, he would have treated of a Match with 
her. His Wife lived at Madrid, who as 
many other Women do, that are caſt off and 


flighted by their Huſbands, beſtowed the 


Time of his Abſence on thoſe who would 
accept of her Kindneſs, Some Years had 
paſſed ſince he heard from her, therefore 


| imagining ſhe might be dead, he had re- 


ſolved to make a Journey to Madrid, to make 
a ſecret Inquiry after her, that in Caſe ſhe 
had left the World, he might proſecute his 


Inteptions to marry Roſina, who was extremely 


obliged to him; and upon this Account, was 


Leaving 


— 
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the Night too; but to ſecure a Perſon of 
be a little 


your Qualifications, there may 
Breach made of the Rules of Civility 3 


[ have 


therefore thought it conveniem that as l 
have been the Means of your Eſcape out of 
the Eye of the Law, ſo you ſhould allo 
avoid my Father's Sight, ſo that you may 
remain here in the moſt profound Security, 
Be pleaſed to think yourſelf obliged to me 
for this little Service, which I render to you 
very freely, and think it G neceſſary 


for your Safety. 


Javino perceiving the Fiſh had ſwallowed 
he Bait, multiplied his Acknowledgments 
This oc- 
caſioned V ariety of Diſcourſe between them, 
the Iſſue whereof was, that by his Aattering 
Inſinuations he till gained Ground upon her 
Affections, and by his natural Eloquence in 
celebrating her Perfections, made an abſo- 
However, 
ſhe reſolved to have a farther Trial of his 
Sincerity, and whether what he ſo earneſtly 
averred was true, that the Charms of her 
eauty were the only Motives that tra" /- 
r- a Perſon, who had fled tor Fear f 


abundantly for this new Favour. 


Jute Conqueſt over her Soul. 


his Life, into her Houſe tor She fer 
Wot Lover, 


„ t0 4 


The Slave coming in, and giving her Mit 
ſs an Account that ſhe had ge ey her 


Commands ſhe took Javino b. 


Hand 


and 
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and led him into another Room provided for 
him: He found it light enough, as having in 
the Midſt of it a Chryſtal Branch filled with 
Wax Candles, and a magnificent Collation 
ready for him. He was a little ſurpriſed to 
find that ſhe left him alone, but fhe excuſed 
it, by telling him that ſhe would be with him 
again as ſoon as ſhe had ſeen her Father in 
Bed. At her going out of the Room, ſhe 
beheld him with Eyes ſo full of Love and 

Tenderneſs, that this new Demonſtration 
heightened the Gallant into an abſolute Con- 
fidence of the Succeſs of his Enterprize. 
Garay was not ſo far ſtricken in Years, but 
that he had the Vanity to pretend to the-ſole 
Poſſeflion of Roſina. He acted the Part of a 
Gallant, and had he not been already mar- 
| tied, he would have treated of a Match with 
0 her. His Wife lived at Madrid, who as 
2 many other Women do, that are caſt off and 
ſlighted by their Huſbands, beſtowed the 
Time of his Abſence on thoſe who would 
accept of her Kindneſs, Some Years had 
paſſed ſince he heard from her, therefore 
imagining ſhe might be dead, he had re- 
ſolved to make a Journey to Madrid, to make 
a ſecret Inquiry after her, that in Caſe ſhe 
had left the World, he might proſecute his 
Intentions to marry Roſina, whowasextremely 
obliged to him; and upon this Account, was 
reſolved to depart within two Days. - 
195 Leaving 
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Leaving him in theſe Thoughts, let us 


return to Ro/ina, who let Garay to Supper as 


ſoon as he came in, and pretending ſome In- 
diſpoſition, excuſed herſelf that ſhe could not 
bear him Company. It being his Occaſion 
to go to Bed as ſoon as he had ſupped, Reina 
| Raid till ſhe had Notice he was faſt aſleep, 
and then went to her Gallant, cauſing her 
own Supper, which was ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary, to be carried along with her. As 
ſoon as it was ended, Refina, whoſe Love 
encreaſed every Moment toward her new 


Gueſt, entreated him to give an Account of 


His. Life, and ſincerely to acquaint her with 
bis Name, his Country, and the Occaſion 


of his coming to Toledo. Javino, whoſe 


only Deſign was to banter her, entertained 
her with the following Romance, to which 
ſhe gave earneſt Audience. 

My Country, Madam, is Valentia, one 
© of the moſt eminent Kingdoms of the 
© Spaniſh Monarchy. | You 'know it well 
© enough by Name, and poſſibly are not to 
© learn that it hath a great Advantage over 
© ſeveral others, both in Regard of Nobility 


© and Wealth, and likewiſe for the Tem- 


6 perature of the Climate, and the delightful 
© Fruitfulneſs of its Soil. 1 am of the noble 


© Family of Pertuſa, well known in that 
© Country; and the King, for the many good 
+ en ny by a Anceſtors, hath 


6 ; honoured 
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honoured me with the Order of Knight of 
* Monteſa, and the Commandery of Sylla, 
* which is the beſt of all belonging to that 
Order. Beſides what that brings me in, I 


have an Eſtate that brings me in Three 


Thouſand Crowns a Year. I am the only 
Son of the Family, and made my Addreſſes 

to a noble. Lady of the City I was born in, 
named Donna Sentillana, one of the moſt 
illuſtrious Families of Valentia, a Perſon 
of moſt admirable PerfeQions: I have 
ſerved her with all the Affection imagin- 
able, whereto ſhe gave me no Return, as 
being engaged to another Cavalier, named 
Don Vincent Parada: Whereupon ſeeing my 
Rival preferred before me, I was exaſpe- 
rated beyond Meaſure, Don Vincent was a 
Perſon of ſuch an Humour, that nothing 
* would ſatisfy him but to rid out of the Way 


hate ver might obſtruct his amorous Pre- 


tenſions, and meeting me one Night in the 
Street where my. Miſtreſs lived, attended 
by three Servants, he ſet upon me; tho? 
Thad but one with me, I defended myſelf 
as well as I could, but at length having 
received ſo many Wounds, it was judge d 
they were mortal. There could never be 
made any certain Diſcovery of the Perſon 
that hurt me; yet it being reported that 
Don Vincent was my Rival, the Magiſtrate 
5 impriſoned him; 5 but N cleared him- 
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ſelf either by Favour or Money, he was 
ſet at Liberty. Being recovered of my 
Wounds, was reflecting on the Advantage 
wherewith Don Vincent had engaged me, I 
thought it but a juſt Requital to fall on him 
upon the like unequal Terms; I therefore 
ſurprized him in the ſame Manner as he 
had done me, and the Iſſue was, that he 
had got off much more wounded than 1 
had been. | 5 


FThere happened to be ſome in the Street 


who knew me, and made Oath that I was 
the Man who had done the Miſchief to my 
Rival: Upon this Accident I retired from 


thence, for he was ſo dangerouſly wounded. 


that his Recovery was deſpaired of; I ſaw 
his Friends were reſolved to revenge his 
Death, and I was afraid to fall into the 
Hands of Juſtice, - This obliged me to 
leave Valentia and come to this City, 
where I have been about a Month. I have 
ſince underſtood by a Gentleman of that 
Country that Don Vincent is out of all 
Danger, and in perfect Health, and that 


the Treaty of Marriage between him and 
Dona Sentillana is concluded, whereof I. 


have a greater Reſentment than of having 
this Day met with two Men who being 
hired by my Rival came hither on Purpoſe 


to murder me. They fell upon me in this 


Street; one, I think, I have mortally 


© wounded, 


C d 
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wounded, and by that Means made a Shift 
to eſcape out of their Hands, with the 
Aſſiſtance of thoſe who came in to part us. 
I found your Houſe open, and being come 
into it for Refuge, I find myſelf fo ſecure 
that J have nothing now to fear but the 
Effect of your fair Eyes; and by avoiding 
one Pieiſon, I am fallen into another; but 
< excellent Lady, I think my Impriſonment 
* fo pleafant, that if you diſcharge me not, I 
* ſhall deſire to continue therein as long as I 
© live.” 
Thus did the counterfeit Javino conclude 
his Relation, leaving Neſina extremely ſatis- 
fed to obſerve in that Cavalier not only 
thoſe Accompliſhments which might deſerve 
her Love, but alſo ſuch Intimation of Af- 
fection to her, as raiſed in her prevailin 


\ 
a ‚ R A M aA M A 


Hopes that ſhe might one Day be his Wife; 


upon which, having ruminated with herſelf, 
ſhe returned this Anſwer: | 

Signor Don Favino Pertuſa! I am very 
much concerned that you ſhould come into 
my Acquaintance upon ſo bad an Occaſion 
© to yourſelf, but J am more eaſy that your 


| © return home may be deferred; for I could 


© wiſh you would conſtantly reſide in this 
City, and for my Part, I do affure you that 
I would uſe all Means in my Power to ſtay 
you here, yea, though it ſhould be pre- 
judicial to my Liberty, The Advantages 
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* you would gain thereby, may not perhaps 
amount to much, yet you cannot but think 
_ © yourſelf obliged to me for the good will I 
| © bear you, conſidering the little Time I 
* have had the Honour to know you. Such 
* ASit is, 1 ſhall think myſelf but too happy, 
* andthatI have attained my utmoſt Wiſhes, 
* tt you will be pleaſed to make any Acknowe 


© ledgment of it. Poſſibly 1 am not hand- 


* ſome enough, but I dare aſſure you of my 
good Nature; and with all that, I have 
* otherwiſe wherewithal to ſatisfy a Perſon 
of your Worth and Quality.“ $214 
Madam, (replies Don Favino) though I 
judge myſelffar unworthy the Favours you 
* have heaped on me, and more of the good 
Opinion you are pleaſed to expreſs towards 
* me; yet ſince I have reſigned my Heart 
6 


© Diſpleaſure you can take againſt me, as 


to that particular; your ſovereign Beauty 


* hath ſo tranſported me out of myſelf, that 
* my Will and Aﬀections are abſolutely at 
your Diſpoſal. It was a happy Day to me, 
* when I was ſet upon by thoſe Valentian 
© Cut«throats, fince the Miſchief they in- 
* tended me, procured thoſe my Obliga- 
tions you have laid upon me; and I with I 
may prolong my Life for your Service, 
ſince if you approve of the Affection | have 
for you, as you are pleaſed to aſſure me, : 
. 8 - k a 2 6 ih a 
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and Soul to you, I do not much fear any 
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ſhall get, into an Haven where I may defy 
all Dangers, in Spite of all the Storms of 
my ill Fortune. The Thoughts of this 
gives me Satisfaction, and makes me whol- 
ly forget my own Country, ſince 1 can 
never be more happy than in the Place 


_ © where ſo much Goodnels and N re- 


* ſides.” ' 

Theſe Diſcourſes, and e more amor- 
ous, paſſed between him and Roſina, where- 
by the ſubtle Youth perceived that ſhe was 
enſnared by his cunning Inſinuations, and in- 
ſtead of being courted, made it her Buſineſs 
to ingratiate herſelf more and more with him. 
The Time paſſed inſenſibly in theſe pleaſing 
Conferences, inſomuch that it was two in 
the Morning e're Roſina retired to her Cham- 


ber, tho? troubled ſhe was forced to do it ſo 


ſoon ; and the Impoſtor Javino preſently went 
to Bed, extremely pleaſed that his Comrade” 8 
Plot had taken ſo well. 

In the mean Time Criſpin was exceedingly, 
perplexed, that he received no News of what 
had paſſed that Day and the next, which was 


by Reaſon of Garay's being in the Houſe ; * 


but as ſoon as he was gone for Madrid, the 
amorous Refina allowed herſelf more Liberty, 
her Love to her new Gueſt not ſuffering her 
to conceal her Fondneſs for him, At length, 

Javino ſent a Letter hy a Slave to Criſpin, 

acquairting him how ke was favoured by Ro- 
ina; 


— 
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ſina; Criſpin anſwered him by the ſame Hand, 


ſending him a Purſe with an hundred Pieces 
of Gold, to draw Roſina into Play, and to 
make Preſents to her Servants, that he might 
be fure of them when Occaſion ſerved; 


The Day on which Garaydepatted for Ma- 


drid, Rgſina was employed in entertaining two 
Ladies of the Neighbourhood, a Work ſhe 
was not at all pleaſed with at that Time, wiſh- 


ing their Abſence, and herſelf in her Gallant's 


Company. As ſoon as they were gone, ſhe 
went up to viſit him, whom ſhe found tuning 
a Lute that her Slave had brought-him, (for 


' he was an excellent Muſician, and had a 


Taſte for Poetry, Accompliſhments not ex- 
traordinary inthe Natives of Valentia;) Refina 
hearing him at a Diſtance, came ſottly into 
his Room, when he ſung a Song of his own 
compoſing, upon the Occaſion of his Love, 
with an inimitable Grace. This added Fuel 
to the Flame of her Affection, which was 
before grown too violent to be detained within 


the Bounds of Modeſty; but that which ra- 


vithed her moſt was the Verſes he had ſung, 

they being made about her, and the lucky 

Accident that had happened to him. | 
Whereupon the Love-fick Widow coming 


up to him, What, (ſaid ſhe) Signor, you 
are Maſter of thoſe Excellencies which [little 


imagined; I am extremely pleaſed there. 
with; yet do not much wonder at it, as 
1 knowing 
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knowing Valentia to be famous for excellent 
Voices.” Mine is but ordinary, ſaid he, 


and it is rather the Pleaſantneis of the Words 
than my Voice, that induced me to ſing.” © I 
find (faid ſhe) the Words are very new, and 


that they were not made above two Days 
age; © It is moſt true (replied he) which 


is not to be much admired, ſince the Subject 


they are upon hath ſuch an Influence over 
me, as would make me undertake Impoſſibi- 
lities, as tranſcending whatever I yet thought 
worthy of Admiration,” No Flattery, I 
beſeech you (cries ſhe) for tho” I know what 
you ſay is not true, and that we muſt allow 
a Diſtance between Men's Words and their 
Thoughts, who pretend to Love, when it is 


only Compliment, yet I cannot but take it 


kindiy from you.” * Madam, you may be 
deceived in both (ſaid he) therefore be pleaſed 


to believe me, when 1 affirm, that I think 


myſelt extremely happy for that unhappy Ad- 
venture, which procured me the Glory of 
your Friendſhip. All I beg of you is, that 
you would be pleaſed to pardon my Free- 
dom, ſince my Heart camot be fuller of 
Reſpe &t for you than it is.“ 

In ſhort, theſe and other inſinuating Dia- 
logues, raiſed the Widow to ſuch a high Pitch 
of Kindneſs, that the crafty Champion began 
to relent, and reſolved to deſiſt from the En- 
terprize which had occaſioned his coming 

thither, 


1654 The Hifory of Do x NA Rosina, 


thither, and to love his fair Landlady in 
earneſt; and thinking he had fully ſatisfied 
her with the Legend he had told her of his 

ite, he became ſo familiar with her, as to 
deſire lier to give ſome Account of her Ex- 
traction and Fortune. She reſolved to make 
her Condition equal with his, and accordingly 


acquainted him in a ſhort Narrative, that 


ſhe was deſcended from the illuſtrious Counts 
of Menezez in Portugal, though ſhe was born 
in Badajos. The cunning Spark immediately 
apprehended what Game ſhe would beat, 
and that her Deſign was to oblige him to 
marry her. This was directly contrary to the 
Sentiments of Criſpin, who would by no 
Means have him think of any ſuch Thing, 
but continually refle& on the Dangers thoſe 
Perſons are apt to run into, who following the 
Profeſſion he was engaged in, are concerned 
to be expeditious in the Execution of their 
Enterprizes, but being prevented by ſome 
unexpected Accident, they come to make 


are willing to remove into the other World. 

The young Gallant grew ſtill more warm 
in his Love towards Rofina, eſpecially upon 
the Conſideration, that according to her own 
Relation ſhe was nobly deſcended. He uſed 
thereupon ali Ways imaginable to heighten 
her Affection towards him. She on the other 
Hand, had the fame Thoughts, ſo that con- 


their laſt Wills at the Gibbet, before they 


2 curring 
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curring in their Deſires, like Lovers mutually 


paſſionate, Roſina carried herſelf fo freely and 
familiarly towards him, that he might eaſily 


perceive ſhe had abandoned all Modeſty, in- 


fomuch that upon a little Entreaty, ſhe per- 


mitted him to do what he pleaſed. But in 


the Midſt of her Embraces, ſhe did not for- 
get her old Acquaintance Garay; ſhe reflected 


0 the Familiarities that had paſſed between 


them, and how much ſhe was obliged to him, 


as that he was eſteemed all over the City as 
her Father. She imagined to herſelf the 


Reſentment he muſl needs have at hisReturn, 
when he found ſhe had fo treacherouſly for- 
faken him. She was thinking to give him a 
Sum of Money privately and ſo diſmiſs him: 


but pondering more ſeriouſly upon it, ſhe. 


thought it her beſt Courſe to leave Toledo 
before he came back, and to perſuade her new 
Gallant to carry her to his Country Seat at 
Valentia. She reſolved in two or three Days 
to declare her Mind to him, for Garay was 
not expected home till fifteen Days after. 
Mean while Roſena and her Gallant paſſed 
away the 'Time very jocundly, and being 


really in Love with her, was fully reſolved 
to put a Trick upon Criſpin, and to proceed 


no farther in his firſt Deſign. It was in the 
Winter Time, when the Nights are longeſt, 
that theſe Lovers ſhortened the Jong Even- 
ings with an [ntermixture of Careſſes, Songs, 
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and amorous Diſcourſes, nay, many Times 


they ſung together their ſeveral Parts to a 


muſical Inſtrument he played on. 


In theſe warm Fits, (her Heart being open) 


ſhe told him ſhe had ſome Intentions to leave 


the Houſe ſhe was in, before her Father's 
Return from Madrid, and to carry along with 


her all the beſt Houſhold Goods, and go with 
him to Valentia, ſince he was ſo powerful in 
thoſe Parts, and deſcended from ſo illuſtrious 
a Family; and that her Father would not be 
diſſatisfied with her Marriage when he ſhould 
come to hear of it. Upon this, the diſguiſed 
Cavalier was forced to diſcover how it had 
been contrived between Criſpin and him to 
rob her, and being deſirous that ſhe ſnould 
continue no longer ignorant of the Impoſture, 
he thus diſcloſed the whole Affair to her: 


*« My dear Heart, (ſaid he) having expe- 


rienced the Kindneſs and AﬀeRion where- 
with you have been pleaſed to honour me, [ 
were the moſt ungrateful Perſon in the 

World, if I ſhould conceal any Thing that 
ſo nearly concerns yon; no, I will make an 
abſolute and full Diſcovery of myſeif to you, 


and acquaint you with ſuch Things as have 


not hitherto ſo much as entered into your 
Imagination; for which, 1 have very little 
Reaſon to expect your Pardon, were it not, 
that the ſincere Affection I have for you, 
may in ſome Meaſate alleviate my Crime; I 


do 
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do not ſay you have any Obligations to me 
for loving you, ſince it is almoſt impoſſible, 10 
but that thoſe who have once had a Sight of h : ; 
your excellent Perfections, muſt be charmed i 
with them, and become your Captive, as I if 
happily am ; my Liberty, andall the Powers ; : 
and Faculties of my Soul, being abſolutely |} 
at your Ladyſhip's Diſpoſal, it 
This Preamble, Madam, is only to in- 
duce you to forgive the Offence I have com- 1 
mitted againſt you: I now ingenuouſly ac- 1 
knowledge that I am not the Perſon I de- 19 
icribed myſelf, in the Account you required 
me to give of my Family. Tis true, I was 
born in Valentia, but meanly deſcended, yet 
of Parents of good Repute. My Father got 
his Livelihood by the Labour of his Hands, 
and the Sweat of his Brow, being by Pro- 
feſlion a Rope-maker. I found I had ſome 
ambitious Thoughts above my Profeſſion, | 
and therefore unwilling to follow my Father's | 
laborious Profeſſion, I went into Caſtile, hav- 1 
ing before been at Andaluſia, where I made 
thoſe Advantages of my Travels, and the 
Converſation I met with, that I never want- 'f 
ed either Friends or Money. I came to this 
City in the Company of a Man named Cri/- 
fin, who had been a Priſoner ſome Time at 
Malaga, but for what Crime, he wouid by 
no Means acknowledge to me. This Perſon 
hath obliged me, having borne my gry | 
| 2 


1 had unjuſtſy aſſumed.“ ll 
7 3 - | Raſira 
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all the Way: nay, more than that, he hat" 


lent me Money, out of the Confidence of 
the Reality of my Intentions to ſerve him in 


the ſecret Trade we managed together. He 
declared his Mind to me one Day, and ad- 
viſed me, by ſome Pretence or other, to get 


into your Houſe, for he knew you had good 


Store of Money, and was very deſirous to 
eaſe you of ſome Part of it. From this Pi- 


courſe, I found he had been Priſoner at Ma- 
laga for ſome Robbery. Now to compaſs 


our Deſign, we pretended a Quarrel, which 
ſhould occaſion me to take Refuge in your 
Houſe; and in the mean Time you have 


_ entertained me with ſuch extraordinary 


Kindneſs, and have fo highly obliged me, 
that I find your Favours will fruſtrate Criſpin's 
felonious Project. And now having acquaint- 
ed you with the unhandſome Trick we de- 
ſigned to put upon you, aſſure yourſelf, Ma- 
dam, that I will retaliate it upon himſelf, and 
deprive him of what Money he hath, to 
chaſtiſe him for his Folly ; for I abhor to be 
ungrateful to a Perſon whom I love and ho- 
nour, and from whom I have received ſo 
many Obligations. I have diſcovered the 
Bottom of my Heart to you diſpoſe of me 
as you think fit, for Jam re ſolved to periſh, 
rather than conſent you ſhould receive any 


Injury, though I have diſclaimed the Quality 


Koſina was extremely exaſperated againſt 


Criſpin, not ſo much for his Deſign to be re- 


venged on her for the Prank ſhe had played 
him at Malaga, but upon an Apprehenſion 
that he might have acquainted Javino what 
Kind of Perſon ſhe was, and what Trade ſhe 
followed; whereupon, conſidering that he 
had ſo ingenuouſly diſcovered himſelf to her, 
and ae ænowledged the Meanneſs of his Birth, 
ſhe thought herfelf obliged to the like, and 
to give him a ſincere Account of her Deſcent, 
Courſe of Life, Friends, and in a Word, of 


all her Adventures till her Arrival at Toledo. 


Love and -Wine made her diſcover all, and 
Javino was glad ſhe was of no higher Ex- 
traction than himfelf ; their Equality not only 


occaſioning a greater Kindneſs, but created 


ſome thoughts of a Match between them. 
They reſolved to leave Toledo, and take up 


their Refidence at Madrid: But Rofina ac- 


quainting him, that ſhe was reſolved to be re- 
venged on Criſpin, who had contrived ſuch a 
miſchievous Deſign againſt her, Javino un- 


dertock it, telling her, that under Pretence 
of their Acquaintance and Friendſhip, he 


could eafily bring him into the Nooſe, and 


not only lea ve him Money-leſs, but likewiſe 

procure him a ſecond Lodging, for fear he 

ſhould attempt to be quit with them again. 
With this Reſolution, leaving Roſa's 
Houſe he went to wk whom he found at 


dis 
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bis Lodging, not expecting that he ſhould 
have ſeen him ſo ſoon. He was overjoyed to 
hear how his Companion had inſinuated him- 
ſelf into Rofma's Favour; whereupon Javino 
telling him that he wanted another Sum of 
Money, as well for his own Expence as to 
gain the Servants; the Apoſtate Hermit an- 
ſwered him, he ſhould not want it, Byghis 
Means Javino thought to oblige him fo put a 
greater Confidence in him, heightening the 
intended Cheat with a Multitude of Oaths of 
inviolable Friendſhip. Thus was an old ex- 
perienced Villain brought into a FooPs Pa- 
radiſe; and that, Javino might live ſuitable 
to the Relation he had made of himſelf, he 
gave him an hundred Pieces of Gold, to be 
diſpoſed of as he pleaſed, hoping to have them 
returned with Ten- fold Intereſt. He took 
them out of a Bag where there was five or 
fix hundred more, ſome Part of his former 
Purchaſes. Favino obſerved the Place where 
he put his Treaſure, and refolved never to 
reſt till he had altered the Property of the 
Purſe. While Criſpin went to give his Land- 
lady Orders for a Brace of Patridges and a 
Rabbit for their Supper, he went to the Port- 


manteau where the Money was ſecured, and 


opening ihe Padlock, (a Thing he coulddo as 


Cleverly as any of his Profeſſion) took out 
the Bag, and diſpoſed it into a Place where 
he might take it with him without Obſerva- 


tion. 
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tion. They ſupped very merrily; after 
which, he took his Leave of Criſpin, elevating 


him with the Hopes of bringing his Deſign 


to pals very ſpeedily. 
He went inſtantly to Roſina, who we may 


imagine received him with open Arms, He 


gave | her an Account of what had paſſed be- 


W ũ ?nY. 7 him and Criſpin, and how with his 
own n Money, he himſelf had promoted the 


Deſign to plunder him, Being alone, he 
ſhewed her the yellow Pieces, for the had 
great Affection for Money of that Colour. 


He then repreſented to her, h ow much it - 


concerned them. to leave Toledo before 
Criſpin ſhould diſcover the "Loſs of his Mo- 
ney. Reina told him ſhe knew an Expedient 


for that, which was to put the ſame Sam 


upon him there, that ſhe had done at Ma- 
laga. Having thereupon ſent a Letter to 
the Provoſt, whoſe Buſineſs it was to proſe- 


cute ſuch. People, they made Proviſion for 


their Departure to Madrid, and meeting 


with two Waggons that were going thither, 


they put their Goods into them, taking only 
the She-Slave to wait on them, They went 


to the Court in that City, where, as in a Sea 


ſo many Rivers meet, Roſina having reſolved 


not to appear publicly there, untif ſhe had 


heard ſome News of Garay, 
Leaving them there, let us ſee 1 was 


the Effect of the Letter ſent to the Provoſt. 
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As ſoon as he had read it, he went according 
to the DireQion therein, attended with ſome 
of his Officers, to Criſpin's Lodgings, who im- 
patiently expeQing that Javino ſhould let him 
into Rofina's Houſe, and put him in Poſſeſſion 


of all her Money, was ſeized in his Chamber, 
and ſent to Priſon. Not long before, one of 


the Judges of Malaga had been at Tolede to 
inquire aſter him, and not finding him, had 
left with the Provoſt a Deſcription of his Per- 
ſon and Phyſiognomy, by which, though his 


preſent Habit much diſguiſed him, yet he was 


violently ſuſpeQed to be the lame Man. They 
ſeized on whatthey foundinthe Houſe, among 
which Criſpin ſuppoſed they had met with the 
Gold, for he knew nothing of its Departure, 
Being put upon the Rack, he confeſſed all the 


Villainies he had committed, for whichhe was 
ſentenced to be hanged, and was executed ac- 


cordingly ; having been obſerved to uſe ſuch 
Generoſity as not to impeach any of thoſe 
who had engaged with him in his Deſigns, 


though he knew his preſent diſmal Fate had 


been procured by his Friend Javino, yet he 
forgave him and all the World beſides. 

In the mean Time Roſina and Favino were 
married as ſoon as they came to Madrid,but 
kept out of the Sight of Garay, who went ſoon 
after to Aſcala, where he had been told his 
Wife was, but not meeting with her there, 


he fell in with ſome of his own Employ, and 
: | being 
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being ſurprized in a Robbery, they were all 
condemned to the Laſh, and ſix Years Re- 


creation in the Galiies, Garay was brought 
to the Chain at Toledo, which gave ſome lit- 
tle Eaſe to his Mind, for thinking that Ro/na 
had been there ſtill, he wrote a Letter to her 
deſiring her that ſince ſhe had acquired all 


The was worth by his Co-operation and Aſſiſt- 
| ance, ſhe would have Compaſſion on him, 
and exempt him from that hard Penance, by 


buying a Slave in his Room. The Meſſenger 
inquired for Raſina where he had directed 
him, and the Neighbours acquainted him that 
ſhe had left Tofedo; ſo that poor Garay, bur- 
dened with a heavy Chain, old Age and 
Hardſhip, came to have that Relation to his 
Catholic Majeſty, as his Slave, which he 
and many others, tho? they juſtly deſerved 
it, little expected to be preferred to. 
On the Contrary, Don Favins lived like a 
Prince at Madrid, where he ſoon met with 


ſome of his old Companions; a Sort of People 


who, like Foxes ,never live better than when 
they are curſt. They committed Robberies 
with ſuch Care and Induſtry, that the Au- 


thors thereof could never be diſcovered, bj 


which they were ſo fluſhed and encouraged, 
that they daily performed new Enterprizes. 

A Company of Stage Players were then 
newly let up, at the proper Charge and Li- 


berality of a Grandee of Spain, who was very | 


3 | rich, 
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rich, andfurniſhedthem with all they wanted. 
This ſreſh Company had the whole Court to 
themſelves, and their Benefactor gave them, 
by way of Advance, 4000 Crowns, to provide 
them with Clothes, and other Things ſuitable 


to the Plays they intended to repreſent; this 


Sum was brought into the Houſe of one pt 
the Actors, an ingenious Perſon, for whom 
the Reſt had ſuch a Reſpe& that he managed 
all 'Things, and gave them a faithful Account 
thereof, He put this Money into a great 
Cheſt, whereof he always carried the Key 
about him. Javino's Comrades having ſoon 
an Account of it, and thinking it to be a noble 
Attempt to gain it, they propoſed ſeveral 
Ways to that End; but at length it was re- 
ferred to Javino, whoſe Advice they had found 
very fortunate upon other Occaſions. He 
deſired Time till the next Day, and that 
Night communicating the Buſineſs to his 
Wife Rofina, with the different Propoſals of 


his Companions, ſhe gave him infallible Di- 


rections how the Bulineſs ſhould be effected. 

 Favinohad a Smack of Poetry, upon which 
they founded their Plot, which was approved 
of by the Reſt of the Conſpirators. The next 
Day he clothed himſelf like a Scholar 
newly come from the Univerſity, in a Coſ- 
ſack, and a long black Cloak, very bare and 
ſpotted in many Places; they fitted his Noſe 
with a large Pair of Spectacles, which were 


faſtened 
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faſtened to his Ears with a Luſtring, (a Faſt. 


ion much uſed in Spain) he had a huge broac, 


brim'd Hat, with all Things requiſite to act 
the Part of a rid: iculous Poet, as the Way 


they conceived moſt probable to compals 


their Project. 


i He went thus to the Comedians, who were 


met at their Theatre, upon the Rehearſal of 


a Play which was to be acted within a few 


Days; he addreſſed himſelf to the Director 


of the Company, laying, Sir, I am your 


humble Servant, and a Poet, if it may not be 
any Offence to you.” The Comedian was A 
very apprehenſive Perſoh, (as we ſaid) and 


had often met with ſuch E. ixtravagants as Ja- 
dino ſeemed to be, and replied, * Sir, aſſure 


yourſelf it ſhall not trouble me at all.” © The 


Deſign of, my Studies (ſaid the other) was to 


become eminent in Divinity, ſo that I might 
be capable of a good Benefice; in order to 
which I have already taken the Degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. I am a Biſcayan, and 
allied to the moſt honourable Families of that 
Province, and am known by the Name of 
Diminico Feancho, ] addicted myſelfto Poetry, 
for indeed I was born a Poet, and finding that 
all People admired my Works, and many 


were importunate with me to publiſh them, 20 
TI would needs make a Trial of my Fancy in 


writing of Plays, which I compoſe in an ex- 


traordinary Stile; and I can furniſh you with 
at 


/ 
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at caſt a Dozen fit for the Stage. I am 
ne to Court, where there are excellent 

its, and I Rog had the Honour to be 
(eſteemed here according to my Worth; and 
I may without Vanity affirm, that the greateſt 
' Criticks have acknowledged my Perfe&ions 
to be extraordinary. And I think it my 
greateſt Happineſs, Sir, to flouriſh in the ſame” 


Age with juch a noble and illuſtrious Com- 


pany, who may be called the Flower of all 
thole that ever were in Spain, in whoſe Ser- 
vice I am willing to employ my Talents, if 
you are willing to accept thereof ;,and as for 
the Price, I know you have fo much Ho- 
nour, that I am ſure we ſhall not diſagree.” 
The Comedian was of a very pleaſant 
Humour, and glad of any Occaſion to divert 
himſelf; ſo that meaſuring his inſide by his 
outſide Appearance and Diſcourle, he told 
him that he did them a tranſcendant Honour, 
and that he gave him Thanks in the Name 
of the whole Company. Then turning to 
his Companions, * Gentlemen, (Cid he) be 
pleaſed to take Notice of the Renowned Do- 
minico Feancho, a Nobleman of Biſcay, and 


an excellent Poet, whoſe Productions for the 


Theatre, are beyond, all that has been hither- 
to written, and who offers to exhauſt his ex- 
cellent Vein of Poetry in our Service, having 
already furniſhed ſeveral Plays which he hath 
2 Deſire to ſhew us.“ The other Comedians, 
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by the Diſcourſe of their Fellow Player, and 
the il] Equipage and coarſe Looks of the Per- 
on, eaſily diſcovered that he and his Wits had 
taken Leave of each other ; which obliged 
them to pretend that they were extremely 
obliged to him, ſaluting him one after ano! ber 
very civilly, to which he made an handiome 
Return. 


4 Then ſitting all down about him, they Ceſired 


him to read the Titles of ſome of his Comedies, 
which he ſaid were ready for the Stege. The 
counterfeit Author, who acted his Part very 
pleaſantly, took a Paper out of his Pocket, and 
read, thus: A Catalogue of Plays, written this 
preſent Ygar by Dominico Foancho, a Biſcayan 
Poet. I. The Exitavagans Infanta, II. The 
Frerch Pox. III. Almonds for ſuch as have 
no Teeth. IV. The Scorching Summer. V. 
Between two Stools the A—e comes to the 
Ground, &c. The Comedians could hardly 
forbear laughing at the extravagant Titles of the 
Comedies, and pretended \hat they ſhould be 
glad ro enjoy his Converſaien longer. The 
principal Comedian defired lis Company at his 
Houſe 10 Supper, where they would be all 
ready to entertain him, and tohave an Account 
of what Play he deſigned to 2d firſt, He then 

departed, promiſing not to fail hem. | 
Jawino having made this Progiefs in his Buſi- 
neſs, went and gave his fellow Thieves an Ac- 
count thereof, appointingihem to vait about the 
Houſe where the Money was, he uidertaking ro 
amuſe the Comedians ſo long till thy had done 
their Work, which would not belong, ſince 
they had ail their Pick!ocks and Implements 
| read y 
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ready for Men of their Calling. The Players, on 
the other Side, prepared all Things to hew the 
Poet ſuch a Trick a+ they thought his Extra- 
vagance delerved, preſcribing ſome Squibs and 


= Crackers, (if poſſible) ro affright him out of the 


little V it he had left, though it proved to their 

Loſs in the Sequel OS 
At he |, ur appoſnted the ſham Poet came 
to the Houſe to which he was invited. He, 
who exp te] him, had provided what was re- 
quiſite io make Sport enough that Night for the 
whole Company; and ſeeing them all met, ſaid, 
the Room was too narrow for them, and that 
they had better remove to the Theatre, where 
they ſhould not be diſturbed. The fei:ned Poet 
was glad at this Off? , becauſe :hereb? the Coaſt 
would be clear about the chief Comedian's 
Houſe, and his Comrades might more ealily 
diſpatch their Affair. ft happened to his Wiſh ; 
for the Mittreſs of the Houſe, who heard her 
Huſband and others of the Company talk of the 
exiravagant Poet, atd how they intended to 
| ſerve him, would nteds ſee the Sport; and left 
it might be late e' they returned home, ſhe 
took all the Servatts along with her and leſt 
the Houle empiy. They brought the Poet to 
the Lhea re witha great Deal of Ceremony, and 
placed him at the End o a Table on which 
there were twoCandles. Having taken one of 
his omedics oa of his Pocke, and the Com- 
pany ſilently etpecting, aſſer two or three grave 
Hem's, he began to read the Veils, but after 
ſuch a ridicubus and fooliſh Manner, thai when 
he had goneover about an hundred of them, the 
Players perceiving that the Piece contained 
[ng many 
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many Sheets cloſe written, and tired with the 
| Impertinence of what they had already heard, 
and that they had ſpent the Night fo ſimply, 
interrupted the Reciter with a kind of buzzing 
| Noife, That was the Cue which the pretended 
Poet expected, yet ſeemed. to be angry, and 
clapped his Hands with ſuch Violence on the 
Table, that he ſhook the Candleſticks, and cried 
tout aloud Tacete! Tacete! Hold your Peace! Be 
quiet ! But the Players and others not underſtand- 
ing Latin, the Hurry increaſed, the Tables were 
overturned, and the Candles put out, and all 
retiring from him, they ſet Fire to the Train 
laid for the poor Poet. He found himſelf beſet 
with a Number. of Squibs, Crackers, and long 
Bags of Sand, like Snakes,'all in open Hoſtility 
againſt him. He. was in a very deſperate Con- 
dition, for there was nothing but Confuſion on 
the Theatre, beſides the Flames of Roſin, which 
came up beneath the Stage, and were ready to 
choak him, enough to cure him of all Thoughts 
of Poetry for the future. He ſeemed to take it 
very unkindly, that he had been brought thither 
to receive ſuch an Affront; for beſides the 
Danger his Finder Cloak and Coſſack were in 
of a general Conflagration, he loſt his Comedy, 
pretending that a greater Damage could not 
have befallen him. 
| ae Epilogue of the Comedy was fomewhat 
tragical to the Players, fince Javino's Confe- 
derates, While the Company was thus entertained 
at the Theatre, had found a Way into the Co- 
medians Houſe, and examined all the Cheſts 
and Trunks tha flood in their Way, in one 
| | whereof 
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Ros iN A, &. 
whereof they found the Money iney looked for, 
which they carried to Fawino's Houſe, where it 
was equally divided. | 

The next Day the Comedian going to take 
out ſome Clothes, was much ſurpriſed to find 
the Cheſt open. He aſked his Wife who had 
been in-the Houſe, but ſhe could give him no 


Account of it. He ſent People abroad to ſearch, 
and acquainted the Magiſtrate with what hag, 


happened; the neareſt Streets to his Houle were 


ſearched to no Purpoſe. He fell ſick out of 
pure Diſcontent, and kept his Bed, and then 
began to doubt but it was a Trick put upon 
him by the pretended +oet, for whom he had 
made riet Search, though in vain, 1 

In the mean Time the Officers of Juſtice 
were upon their Duiy, to find whether ſearch- 
ing for the Poet they could find the Thief. At 
length they happened to ſeize one of Javing's 
Companions upon Suſpicion, who being' put to 
the Torture, confeſſed rhe whole Contrivance ; 


and by his Directions, Javino, Rafina, and all 


the Reſt of the Confederates, were taken and 


ſent to Priſon, and they unanimouſly declaring, 
' that Favino and his Wife were the only Con- 


trivers of the Robbery, who lived likewiſe at a 
high Rate, without any viſible Eſtate, and hav- 
ing no one to ſpeak for their Reputation, the 
two former were ſentenced to be hanged, and 
their Connades condemned to the Gallies. 

Thus Thieves, though for their Villainies remvaun , 


Often with Shame and Infamy are crown'd 1 . 


* 


And thoje that do their Country's Laws offend; \ 


Their juſt Fate is an Halter in og 
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